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Burial Authority Procedures 

Powers Relating to the Dead 
Parishioners have a right of burial in their churchyard even when it is full.  A regular procedure is 

therefore needed for extinguishing this right when a churchyard is full.  This is done by an order made 

by the Sovereign in Council on the representation of the Secretary of State. 

The Order in Council was made on 24th April 1996.  This Order required that burials be discontinued 

forthwith with the following exceptions: 

• In any vault or walled grave now existing in the said churchyard, burial may be allowed subject to 

the condition that every coffin buried in such vault or grave be separately enclosed by stonework 

or brickwork properly cemented. 

• In any earthen grave now existing in the said churchyard, the burial may be allowed of the body of 

any member of the family of the person or persons, heretofore buried in such grave, subject to the 

condition that no part of the coffin containing the body shall be at a depth less than one metre 

below the level of the surface of the ground adjoining the grave. 

The Parochial Church Council remains responsible for maintenance1 but may serve a written request 

on the Parish Council to take the responsibility over. This was done and had the effect of transferring 

liability for the maintenance of the churchyard, boundaries and footpaths to the Parish Council. 

The Parish Council is required to maintain the churchyard in decent order2.  This is defined as not 

offending the susceptibilities of a reasonable Christian bearing in mind that ground levels always rise.  

We must also keep the walls and fences in good repair and effective for their purpose.  We have 

further powers in the Open Spaces Act 1906 to make further improvements beyond the standard of 

decency. 

Burial and Cremation Authority 
The Parish Council is the burial and cremation authority for the civil parish of Waddesdon.  It does 

not exercise cremation powers. 

As burial authority the Parish Council purchased a plot of land to the north of the churchyard for use 

as a cemetery once the churchyard was closed.  This was laid out and parts were consecrated by the 

Bishop of Buckingham on 8th March 1996. 

The cemetery is managed in accordance with the Local Authorities’ Cemeteries Order 1977 s1 

1977/204 art 4(1).  

The Parish Council also undertakes the management of the churchyard subject to guidance provided 

from time to time by the Diocesan Registrar.  

The Proper Officer of the Burial Authority maintains records of interments and memorials. The latter 

are subject to certain rules which mirror those produced by the Diocesan Registrar. 

Fees are levied and are in line with those determined by the church commissioners for use in 

ecclesiastical parishes. 
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PRODECURE – Interment of body 

• If a new grave is required this can only be in the cemetery.  Cllr Johnson will be asked to mark 

out. 

• If burial is to be in an existing grave then this can only happen in the churchyard if there is 

sufficient room to allow for 1 metre of soil above the coffin.  If this condition cannot be met then 

burial must be elsewhere, possibly in the cemetery. 

• Interments can take place with or without a service in church and, in the cemetery, with or without 

a priest. 

• In all cases the undertaker or family should be asked to contact the Clerk to make the 

arrangements. 

• After the event, full details, including the certificate of burial or cremation, are received together 

with appropriate fee.  Details are entered in the burial register, part C of the certificate is sent off 

to the Registrar and the rest is filed. 

 

PROCEDURE – Interment of cremated remains 

• New plots are available only in the cemetery.  If there is space in existing family graves in the 

churchyard then the interment of the casket is allowed, provided there is 1 metre coverage of 

soil. 

• In all cases the undertaker or family should be asked to contact the Clerk to make the 

arrangements. 

• The cremation certificate should be delivered to the Clerk.  

• Scattering of cremated remains is NOT permitted and is contrary to law in the churchyard. 

 

Memorials 

• A permit to erect a memorial is granted by the Burial Authority.  There are guidelines to be 

observed and fees are charged. 

• The Clerk receives a written request for a new memorial or an additional inscription to an existing 

memorial together with appropriate fee. 

• If a new memorial is in accordance with published standards and the proposed inscription is 

unremarkable, immediate consent is given.  If no, the application will be referred to council.  

 

Registers 

These are maintained by the Burial Authority (ie Waddesdon Parish Council). 

 

Role of Incumbent 

To ensure that the undertaker or the family contact the Clerk.  Local undertakers are familiar with the 

process.  Parish Council fees are paid to the Clerk independently of any due to the PCC. 

Guidelines for Planting 
Plastic, silk and cut flowers are allowed on the graves, including small plastic and fresh wreaths over 
Christmas time. 
 
Bulbs may be planted on a grave as can small type flowers but these must be cut back when 
flowering is over and graves to be tidied up afterwards. 
 
Poppies are acceptable over the month of November to fall in place with our War dead. 
 
Please be advised that rabbits eat most cut flowers. 
 
In order to keep the Churchyard clean and tidy, we request that after three months flowers be 
removed otherwise we will arrange for their removal.   
 
Decorations may be removed by the Council at our discretion, ie when they become dead, faded, 
broken or anything of a similar nature.  


