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Nice weather for Ducks: Swans Included!

After low levels of rainfall in April, to continuous showers in
May, here’s hoping for some settled weather in June.

Lots of sunshine required as we get back to some form of
normality as the longest day approaches.
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2 NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to
act as standby deliverers for the newsletter
Over 1200 copies of the Newsletter are delivered to homes in

Waddesdon,Westcott, Upper Winchendon and the surrounding areas.
This is all done by volunteers.We now have a nucleus of people who will

act as standby if anyone is unable to deliver at any time.



We are after your thoughts!
We wish to collect your memories of the pandemic, and your experiences
of how you coped in the last year.
Please see the article on page 5.We look forward to receiving your replies.

This edition is available to view as a download from the parish council
website. www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Deadline for July 2021 issue:
20th June, 9pm.

1st June 2021
The Deadline for articles and adverts for the Newsletter is now the 20th of the
month.This is to enable the newsletter to be delivered as early as possible for the
following month.

Email address: waddesdonnews@gmail.com
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EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT
(Registered Charity No 309240)

VACANCY FOR A GOVERNOR (TRUSTEE)

The Governors of the Ewelme Exhibition Endowment, a charity

awarding bursaries and grants to young people in state and independent

education, are looking for a colleague to join them. Please see

www.ewelme-education-awards.info for more information.

Suitable candidates should have a keen interest in education and skills

training for young people and be prepared to attend between 6 and 8

meetings a year, normally in Oxford or Ewelme (or online). If you are

interested, please send a CV with a short covering letter by email

marked Governor Vacancy, to the Clerk, James Oliver at: 

ewelme.exhibition@gmail.com

Applications will be considered shortly after 1 July 2021.

The Wednesday Club
‘A huge congratulations and a warm welcome to the new

Wednesday Club Manager,Tracey Harding.

The contact details for the club have now changed.

For all enquiries about the club:
- Call or text 07727 011026 

- Call 01296 337316
(this number will become active this Wednesday)

- Email waddesdonclub@gmail.com 

Don’t forget to book your space at the club if you haven’t
already’
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Remembering aspects of life during the Covid 19
Pandemic
There are strong signs that we are emerging from the Covid 19 Pandemic, an event
of historic proportions.With the gradual lifting of restrictions, we are realising that
some extraordinary aspects of everyday life over the past 15 months, are already
fading in our memories.
Now is a good time to recall those memories for the benefit of posterity.
We want to recall the stories of all those who organised things to alleviate
Lockdown within our community.
Also the stories of those recalling kindnesses received, and if possible, the
experiences of those who lost family or friends, or who found everyday life more
tedious due to Lockdown. Names will not be published without permission.
Please send your replies to the Editor, email address:Waddesdonnews@gmail.com 

Below we include a simple Pandemic time-line. It may serve as a reminder of the
“journey” so far:

March 2020: Schools closed, 1st Lockdown (stay at home)
April 2020: Daily death-toll for England on 9th April reached 900.
May 2020: England death-toll total reached 29,427, the highest in Europe. Road-
map out of Lockdown published 10th May.
June 2020: partial lifting of restrictions. Illegal “Raves” and crowded beaches.
July 2020: new restrictions imposed.
August 2020: Lockdown, local measures. Infection figures rising. Job losses now
730,000.
October: 2nd Lockdown announced for 5th Nov-2nd Dec.
December: start of vaccination programme for older and more vulnerable
groups.Testing in schools underway.
January 2021: over 50,000 infection cases in one day. 3rd Lockdown starts.
20th January, 1,820 deaths recorded.
1st March 2021: vaccination for 60-63 age group.16th March, schools
reopening, some shops 
April 2021: plans for spectators at sports events.
10th May, 4 deaths recorded. 13th May, total deaths to date 112,274.
17th May: partial lifting of restrictions.

Norman Carr
15th May 2021
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June 2021Parish Council News

First things first, huge congratulations to our unitary councillors Paul
Irwin,Ashley Waite and Mick Caffrey – we look forward to working with
you to support and improve our community.
Following an uncontested election, we held our first meeting of the new
council on 19th May where Steve Walker was re-elected as Chairman.We
say goodbye to Mike Evans and thank him for his service as an active and
valuable councillor for many years.A very warm welcome to Steve Terry
who we are sure will be a great asset to the team. He was handed a
number of responsibilities last night and took on the challenge with relish.
We are thankful to all councillors who strive to do their best in this
voluntary role and all share one passion – making Waddesdon a great
place to live and work!
Community Centre: 
We will be holding an Open Day in July where you are invited to come
along and see the facilities on offer. Please keep an eye on our Facebook
page for details (or email the clerk and we will keep you posted).
Play Park:
First of all a HUGE thank you to the Waddesdon Wombles who do so
much to keep our community safe and clean. If you want to join please
send them a message via their Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/Waddesdon-Wombles-102202654574542 
Sadly the need for the Wombles grows ever greater as litter and broken
glass are a regular hazard for the grounds team and for children using the
play park. PLEASE dispose of your litter properly and be respectful of our
communal spaces.
Grounds Team:
The Grounds Team have been busy as always keeping the village tidy –
washing the bollards, cutting the grass, tackling weeds etc.Wildflower
seed has been planted so hopefully we will see some colour coming
through soon.
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Meetings:
We know that attending council meetings is difficult right now so if you
would like to take part please call or email the Clerk and we will arrange
assistance..We will also hold a drop-in clinic on Wednesday 16th June
from 4.30pm – 6.30pm at the Community Centre where councillors will
be on hand to answer any questions you may have.This will of course be
subject to COVID restrictions and social distancing.We will continue to
hold clinics once a month and welcome any questions or feedback you
may have.
Dates for 2021: 
Monday 30th August - Bank Holiday Fete (Community Centre)
Saturday 30th October – Halloween Fireworks Display (Community
Centre)
Sunday 5th December - Santa's Grotto (Community Centre)
Sunday 12th December - Over 60s Christmas Party (Waddesdon Hall)
Parish Council meetings are now being held face to face and start at 8pm.
NOTE: our next meeting will be held a week later than normal on 23
June. Future meetings: 21 July, 18 August (provisional), 15 September, 20
October, 17 November, 15 December.Agendas and draft minutes can be
found on our website.We also urge you to follow our Waddesdon Parish
Council page and the Community Centre page for updates.
How to report concerns:
Please report village issues/questions etc to the clerk who will, where
appropriate, bring them to the attention of the council. PLEASE report
any antisocial behaviour via 101 - the more people that report it the
more likely we are to see action.
REMINDER: To report, view or discuss local problems (including
potholes, fly-tipping, loose paving, vandalism etc) visit:
www.fixmystreet.com
For more information:
Melanie Rose, Clerk to the Council - (T) 01296 651800
(E) clerk@waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
(W) www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WaddesdonParishCouncilClerk/ 
Community Centre Bookings:
https://hallbookingonline.com/waddesdoncentre/
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Step inside the Manor this June 
We’re delighted that the House and Manor Restaurant are open once
again and it’s been wonderful to welcome visitors back inside. For the
first time since 2019, both the ground and first floors of the House are
open to enjoy.All visitors, including local residents and National Trust
members, must book a timed entry ticket slot in advance to visit the
House, in addition to a timed arrival grounds tickets.Visit our website to
book and for up to date information on opening times and available
facilities: https://waddesdon.org.uk/

Enjoy Afternoon Tea at the Manor Restaurant
Treat yourself and your family to a sumptuous afternoon tea, with a
selection of homemade savoury treats and sweet fancies made by our in-
house chefs at the Manor Restaurant. Gluten or nut free, vegetarian,
vegan and dairy free options are available.Afternoon Teas must be booked
online in advance along with grounds tickets. Book via our website.

Nick Knight: Roses from my Garden now open
The exhibition, Roses from my Garden, has now re-opened in the Coach
House Gallery for visitors to enjoy. On display is a new selection of Nick
Knight’s large-scale, painterly images depicting the classic rose in an
entirely new way. Open 11am-5pm 31 Oct, free admission with grounds
tickets, no timed ticketing although you may be asked to wait if the
gallery is busy. Find out more: https://waddesdon.org.uk/whats-on/nick-
knight-roses/

The Five Arrows 
The team are looking forward to welcoming you back to The Five
Arrows! We have exciting new menus for you to try, a great garden menu
and fabulous new cocktails.We’re also offering local residents 10% off
drinks,Wednesday-Sunday. Simply bring along proof of address
(Waddesdon,Westcott or Upper Winchendon) and one other form of ID
with a photo (eg driving licence or passport) to show our staff.

Gustave Moreau: The Fables exhibition
Discover a new exhibition of watercolours by one of the most influential
artists associated with the French Symbolist movement, Gustave Moreau.
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Unseen in public for over a century, see Moreau’s magnificent
watercolours illustrating the 17th-century Fables of Jean de la Fontaine.
16 Jun – 17 Oct in the house.Tickets, £5,must be booked online in
advance along with timed House entry. Find out more:
https://waddesdon.org.uk/whats-on/gustave-moreau-the-fables/

Riesener Furniture and the Rothschilds
This year, we are celebrating the furniture of Jean-Henri Riesener, one of
the greatest French furniture makers of all time. Official cabinetmaker to
the royal court of Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette,Waddesdon has no
fewer than 11 pieces of furniture by Riesener. From 16 Jun visitors will be
able to discover his work through our trail showcasing the pieces in our
collection. Free with House & Grounds admission. Learn more:
https://waddesdon.org.uk/whats-on/riesener-furniture-and-the-rothschilds/ 

Open air theatre and music this summer
We’ve performances of Macbeth,Treasure Island,Wind in the Willow and
Tudor Tales to entertain all age groups this summer; music from
Buckinghamshire Music Group and an evening of Jazz; and the return of
Luna Cinema in September. For details see
https://waddesdon.org.uk/type/music-film-theatre/

WSA Waddesdon Winner
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The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council was held on 18th May. This
was our first meeting following elections and Sue Pusey was once again
elected as chairman with Anthony Wilkinson as vice-chairman. Grahame
Pusey, Jo Hooper, Hilary Vitkus and Sue Lacey were also elected as
councillors, leaving us with one vacancy which was declared and will be
filled by co-option at our June meeting.
The internal audit for the 2020/21 accounts has been carried out and
Council has declared itself exempt from an external audit. For further
details, please see our website and noticeboard.
We are now back to meeting face-to-face and members of the public are
welcome. Our next meeting will be on 29th June at 7.30pm in the
Cricket Club Pavilion – please see our website or noticeboard for the
agenda nearer the time.
Future meetings:
10th August, 21st September, 2nd November,14th December
Speedwatch
5 members of the council and village have now been trained on how to
use the sentinel camera and we will be setting a time to use this in July to
capture data as evidence of vehicles speeding through the village. If you
are interested in helping, please contact the Clerk who will arrange
training.
Coming out of Lockdown
Now that national lockdown restrictions are lifting, the community phone
line has been ended.Westcott Parish Council would like to thank all the
volunteers in the village who kindly offered their time to support others.
Guidance and information to help control the virus is regularly updated
by the UK government and can be found on their website:
www.gov.uk/coronavirus  
Reminder: To report, view or discuss local problems (including
potholes, fly-tipping, loose paving, vandalism etc) visit:
www.fixmystreet.com  

Melanie Rose, Clerk to the Council  
Email: clerk@westcottparishcouncil.gov.uk

Website: www.westcottparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Westcottparishcouncil
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Sheep (of the North Country Mule breed) on Lodge Hill, with Decoy Farm
and the Winchendon Observatory in the background.

Spring arrives on Lodge Hill - hawthorn buds, cow parsley and oak trees
opening their leaves.

Photos by Jonathan Lewin



Hospice launches Make a
Will Month
Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity’s Make A
Will Month’ is back for 2021, with more local
solicitors supporting the initiative, so you can
now make or update your will and support local hospice care at the same
time.
Throughout June, BWK Solicitors in Aylesbury and Spratt Endicottt Solicitors
in Buckingham are offering Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity supporters
the opportunity to write a new Will, or update a current Will, at no charge.
Instead, people will be encouraged to make a donation to the Charity in lieu
of the usual charges – all the solicitors are donating their time and advice to
the Charity for free.
A Will may just be a few sides of paper – but it enables you to say what
happens to everything that you own after you have died. If your children are
under 18, it can also ensure that they are properly cared for.Without a legal
Will, your wishes are unprotected and the law decides how your money,
possessions and property are divided.
If your personal circumstances have changed recently through, for example, a
birth, marriage, divorce or death then you should review any current Will.
Having a Will can also reduce the amount of Inheritance Tax payable on your
estate. It’s a tricky subject as no one likes to think about their own death but
time spent now making a Will keeps you in control of your assets and makes
the administration around your death much quicker and easier for your
relatives or executors during what could be a difficult time for them.
There are a limited number of appointments available, so please do make
contact now to secure your June meeting date.
Find out how to make your appointment at fnhospice.org.uk/make-a-will-
month
Further information:
Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity needs to raise over £1,000,000 a year
to provide specialist palliative care services which are accessible and free of
charge to those with a life-limiting illness and their families in
Buckinghamshire.
www.fnhospice.org.uk
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To advertise free in
this space

email:
waddesdonnews@gmail.com

There is no charge for this service. It is

edited on a first come first served basis.

To place a small ad contact the Editor

via email: waddesdonnews@gmail.com

Small Adverts

FREE ADVERTS

Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

Northh Buckss   
Treee Surgeryy 

All aspects of Tree
Surgery: Crown Reduction,
Root Removal,

Hedgelaying, Cutting, Fencing, Tree and
Hedge Planting, Woodchip

Shawn Connor N.C.A, C&G, N.P.T.C.

012966 6510100 
Fully Qualified & Insured

The Old Bakery, High Street, Waddesdon

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S. D. FOWLER 

Please ring Steve on   
01296 487057 or   07885 590986 

01869 346800
Souldern Gate Garage, Souldern,
Bicester, Oxfordshire OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk
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WADDESDON MOT STATION LIMITED
(APPROVED VEHICLE TESTING STATION)

E JOHNSON MOTOR ENGINEERS
LIMITED

PETROL, DIESEL AND 3 WHEELED VEHICLES TESTED

SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

QUALITY SERVICE THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN

FREDERICK STREET WADDESDON HP18 0LX

TEL: 01296 651603

Call us now for all your gardening needs on
07917 540 583 or visit gardensbygathercole.co.uk

� Lawn Mowing
� Aeration & Scarification
� Hedge Trimming
� Mulching & Edging
� Plant Care

� Pressure Washing
� Garden Clearance
� Design & Landscaping
� Regular or one off visits
� Fully Insured

Looking for a reliable Gardener?
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QUAINTON CARPETS
The Natural Choice

All types of carpets supplied and professionally laid. Home selection & advice on qualities to
suit all budgets. We can install your own carpet for you. Contacts: Ray and Mark Burnham

14 Upper St, Quainton
Tel: 655208

Mark: 07747 013521
Ray: 07778 153792

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
The Big Top Nursery in Waddesdon recently celebrated its first birthday.

The nursery is set back from the High Street and backs onto open fields. We provide
full time care to children from the age of 3 months to 4 years. Open 51 weeks per

year, with sessions available for full days, mornings or afternoons. 2, 3 and 4 yer old
free funded place available

For further information call 01296 658898 www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

N.G.W. PROPERTY SERVICES
Design and build bathrooms/showers/wet rooms
Plastering
Tiling
Flooring
Decorating
All home maintenance projects

Quality workmanship Fully insured References on request
Neill Warburton 07920 826061 / 01296 651315 neillwarbs@aol.com

14 Upper St, Quainton

Tel: 01296 655408

Mark: 07747 013521

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
74C  High Street, Waddesdon

Offering childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years
Open 51 weeks per year, sessions available between 8.00 a.m – 6.00 p.m

Free FFE funded places available for 3 and 4 year olds in our pre-school room
Call now to arrange a visit to view our beautiful new nursery, with a fantastic outside space where children can learn and explore

Tel: 01296 658898  or visit our website www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

WADDESDON DENTAL

Tel: 01296 655577
5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury, HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk
www.waddesdondental.co.uk

� High quality general dental care
� Specialist care available
� Convenient location with on site

parking

� Sedation for anxious patients
� 0% finance options
� Late evening and Saturday

• High Quality Dental Care

• Invisalign Treatment

• Specialist Dental Care

• Hygienist Services

• Sedation for anxious patients

• White Fillings

• Tooth Whitening

• Implants

• 0% Interest finance options

• Become a practice plan member

from only £9.00 per month

Tel: 01296 655577

5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk  Www.waddesdondental.co.uk

New Patient Exams only £44.99 for a limited time only!



SELF EMPLOYED CARER
Available for individual care

Shopping, housework, accompanied visits, outings etc.

DBS checked to work with vulnerable & senior clients

Call Val on 01296 655937 or 07780 973973

16

Affinity
- Hair Design -

62 High Street  Waddesdon 01296 658875 

6 days a week, early Morning and Evening Appts available
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W. Humphries
Village Country & Equestrian Property

74 High Street Waddesdon Bucks

HP18 0JD.Tel: 01296 658270 
Or e-mail: bill@whumphries.co.uk

SALES & LETTINGS

Visit www.whumphries.co.uk or speak to
Bill on the above number for any 

property advice

The Old Dairy B&B
4 Highh Street,
Waddesdon,
Aylesbury, Buckss
HP18 0JAA

Tel: 07798 640248

Email: 
info@theolddairywaddesdon.co.uk
Contact: Helen Conyard

Your local Worcester, Bosch Accredited Plumbing &
Heating Specialists offering up to 10 year guarantee on

new Worcester Bosch boilers.

0800 433 2252 / 07540 409842
www.masonplumbing.co.uk

TIM KNIBB

Painter and
Decorator

Specialist Finishes

07857 868226
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DIY, ASSISTED DIY AND PART HORSE LIVERY
Stables in American style barn 

Individual grass paddocks with running water
20m x 40m floodlit outdoor arena with jumps

Private hacking and nearby bridle paths
Safe and secure on site tack room

Hay and straw provided
Based in Waddesdon, Buckinghamshire 

Contact 07415656569 for more details and pricing

The Bernwode Bus – Drivers Wanted !!!
In order for the service to expand we need some more volunteer

drivers who can help us to keep the bus running to more areas

and more days of the week.

We need drivers who can drive as little or as much as you like... 

Why not come and have a no obligation test drive to see if you

like it and can help support this great cause.

Please call Ashley on 07977 401548 for more details

Jackie

Mobile Hairdresser

Cutting, Styling and
Perming.

Call 01296 658483
or 07773 876264

OAP DISCOUNTS

Hands on animal encounters
Special seasonal events

Indoor & outdoor play

Fresh 'farm to fork' food

10am to 5.30pm    7 days a week

01296 670444
info@greendragonecofarm.co.uk

www.greendragonecofarm.co.uk

Hogshaw, MK18 3LA

GREEN DRAGON

ECO FARM
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Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

North Bucks   
Tree Surgery 

01296 651010 

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S.. D.. FOWLERR 
Electrical Contractor

Fully Qualified and Experienced
All types of electrical work undertaken

Pleasee ringg Stevee onn   
012966 4870577 orr   078855 590986 

� Free Estimates
� Freeview, Freesat & SKY
� Analogue & Digital TV Aerials
� FM Stereo Aerials
� DAB Aerials
� Problem Solving, Extra TV Points, TV Tun-

ing & Digibox Installations
Contact

��� �������			 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

 

KLS
Accountancy Services

Based in Westcott

For all of your accountancy needs
contact Kim Saunders MAAT

01296 651615

07738 946427

kim@klsaccountancyservices.co.uk

–  feed & weed  –  moss control  –  scarification  –
aeration  –  lawn refurb  –  pest & disease control

contact Tony on 01296 534500
email: info@lawntonics.co.uk        www.lawntonics.co.uk

Carlie McRae 
Mobile Beauty Therapist

Specialising in Nails, Waxing,

Facials and Holistic Treatments 

Call 07807923415 
For more information
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Quality Carpentry

Internal and External
From Kitchens and Doors

To Roofs and Floors
Give us a try!

Free Estimates
(01296) 730276

You can try bowls at any time by contacting

our Secretary Peter Smith on 01844 238125.

You will always be made welcome by our
members who contrary to popular belief

consist of many under 30s.
We do have official coaches but why not come

along and have a go first.

It's free and a lovely way to spend a summer

evening followed by a drink at the bar.

Website: www.waddesdonbowlsclub.co.uk

Contact Mark Taylor
07564 456641 – 01296 658007
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Contact

��� �������		 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

The Claydon Building Company

Local Tradesman with over 16 Years’ Experience – Fully Qualified and

Insured – No Job Too Small

All aspects of building work undertaken including:

Extensions – Loft Conversions – Garage Conversions – Landscaping – Patios –

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Roofing – Driveways – General Maintenance

Check Out Our Facebook and Instagram Pages
References can be Provided
Contact Baz for a free quote on 07792 879375 
Email at theclaydonbuildingcompany@gmail.com
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WRIGHT STORAGE
SERVICES

Storage now available
in Waddesdon.

For further information

Contact

Tel: 01296 658003

Mob 07977 472125

G. M. BECKETT
Bricklayer

35 years experience

For all your brickwork needs

No job too small!

01296 651497
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LAWN MOWER REPAIRS   

Bakerr Streett   
Engravingss 

Individually designed engravings for
cups, tankards, shields, I.D. tags

and small industrial plates.
Trophies supplied.

GLASS ENGRAVING A SPECIALITY

Proprietor: Mike Evans
The Bungalow, Baker Street

Waddesdon, Bucks
Tel: 01296 658129

ACE REPAIRS
· All Gutter/Roof problems solved
· Gutter/Roof Cleaning
· Conservatory Cleaning
· UPVC Fascias/Guttering
· Soakaways Maintained/

New Soakaways
· Storm Repairs

Free Quotations / Fair Prices

CALL MARTIN 01296 483221
07768 333810
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QUAINTON GARAGE (Est. 1946)

Approved MOT Testing Station

All cars, modern or classic [including 4x4] repaired

Servicing to manufacturer's schedules or customer's requirements

Diagnostics, Brakes, Suspension, Steering, Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries 

Lower Street, Quainton.    Tel: 01296 655286

To advertise here
Contact Caroline Winton at

arwinton@aol.com

Prices for advertising are
1/6th page £60,

1/3rd page £100,
and £250 per year for a full page
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_itsastitchup

It’s a Stitch Up Bespoke 
Soft Furnishings

A personal and bespoke service 
especially for you. Made to measure 

curtains, blinds and more.

To discuss your ideas, please get in touch.

Tel. 07775 904871
Email. livi.hunter@googlemail.com

Providing beautiful handmade soft 
furnishings for your home.

www.itsastitchupsoftfurnishings.com

Quality Bespoke Joinery in your local area who offer a full and friendly fitting
service and specialise in listed buildings for all your wood based needs

Unit 5a, Upper Barn Farm, Westcott, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 0JX
T: 01296 651951

sales@oakvalejoinery.com • Facebook @Oakvalejoinery
www.oakvalejoinery.com
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Waddesdon and The Royal British Legion
Passers-by may have noticed two fresh Poppy Wreaths at the front of the
Waddesdon War Memorial.They were laid at 9am on Saturday 15th May,
a small ceremony which coincided with the laying of wreaths at the
Cenotaph and countless similar ceremonies across the country and
abroad.The occasion was to mark the centenary of The Royal British
Legion, and the wreaths at Waddesdon were laid by Cllr Steve Walker
(Chairman Waddesdon Parish Council) and Norman Carr (Poppy
Collector).
During the past one hundred years,Waddesdon has enjoyed a mutually
beneficial association with the Legion. From the earliest days when our
men returned from armed service in the Great War, on and through the
years of the Second World War and until the last of those dwindling
veterans were no longer able to sustain the Waddesdon Branch, the
Legion played a very important part in our community life. For many
years membership exceeded 200 persons, and with the advent of the
Women’s Section a vital surge in all fund raising and social activities was
realised. For a time Waddesdon organised a Festival of Remembrance
each year, attended by coach-loads of Legion members from far and wide.
Memorably, with valuable support from Mr and Mrs de Rothschild, the
Branch provided an annual party for all the children of the area, a great
treat during our austerity years. More to the point however, is the Legion
support given when needed to ex-servicemen and women, and their
families. Discreet and behind the scenes and crucial for so many reasons.
Service veterans are not forgotten.The work of the RBL goes on and
Waddesdon and District remains a valuable supporter of the Poppy
Appeal Fund, hence the two wreaths laid at our War Memorial on 15th
May 2021.

Norman Carr
17/05/21



Musical director Vacancy 
Aylesbury Concert Band is a vibrant and enthusiastic community wind  band,
who celebrated their 25th anniversary in 2019. We are now looking for a
new Musical Director to drive us forward and build on our excellent
reputation.
We are seeking an ambitious and experienced conductor who understands
the dynamics of working with a community band.The band has a good solid
membership base with all sections represented.We are enthusiastic, hard-
working and keen to get back to playing again.
Rehearsals are held weekly on a Wednesday evening in Aylesbury, and as an
active band, we perform throughout the year in a variety of venues for
anything from concerts to civic services to fetes.
Expenses are paid for rehearsals and gigs, but this is purely a voluntary
position with no salary or retainer attached.
Auditions will be the evening of Wed 30th June at our usual rehearsal venue
in Aylesbury, with the short-listed applicants being invited to rehearse a
piece of their choice, followed by a sight-reading exercise.The new musical
director will then be appointed and invited to join the band from the 7th
July.
We have a large outdoor proms concert at Aylesbury Vale park on 29th Aug,
which regularly sees audiences of over 3000 and we would expect our new
musical director to lead us through this exciting annual event.
To  apply, please  send a short musical biography with your relevant
experience to info@aylesburyband.org Closing date for applications Tuesday
15th June 2021.
Further details available on request.
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This month we had an informative talk from Tony Long from the Thame
Museum.We learned lots of interesting facts about the Midsomer Murder film
settings around Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire.We were intrigued as many
local churches and public houses were used in the filming of the series.Tony
was a great speaker and he certainly knew his history.

In June we look forward to a treasure hunt around Waddesdon in small socially
distanced teams!! Our first non-zoom event since lockdown!! To say we are
looking forward to this would be an understatement!!

We are hopeful that our July meeting will follow our programme of events for
2021. Further information will be available nearer the time via our Facebook
page or “Our WI page in the Newsletter”.

For our WI diary for 2021 the committee has researched and found a diverse
range of different activities to enjoy which can all be done via zoom and socially
distanced.Why not find out how you can be entertained and enjoy the
experience of all these activities with our WI members!!

Please be assured that our famously celebrated “sell-out” Murder Mystery
evening will return.The date has been set for Saturday 16 October 2021.
Tickets will be available nearer the time.

We have a varied programme to suit all ages and tastes. We meet on the 2nd
Monday of each month. For further details contact the Secretary, Kathryn
Aldersea on 07739 300229. email: kathryn.aldersea@hotmail.co.uk or find us
on our Facebook page – Waddesdon WI.



Go to www.fnhospice.org.uk to find out more and donate online

Please support the Florence Nightingale Hospice by

sponsoring a Ridgeway Hiker on the 3rd of June.



Coming soon to our Village
We would like to introduce the 
“Wild Aylesbury Vale Eco Competition”
This is a competition for residents, community groups and organisations in the
Vale to try and entice people out into their gardens and local green spaces to
enjoy the environment and promote the need to look after it.The competition
will be launched on 1st March with fantastic Eco Prizes to be won and
everybody is encouraged to join in, even if you only have a window box! 
We are teaming up with BBOWT, Buckinghamshire Council and our local
Councillors to get everyone out and about safely this spring.There will be lots
of prizes to be won and no charge to enter.
So, whether it's a window box, wildlife pond, wildflower meadow or community
orchard, no idea is a bad idea as long as it helps wildlife and mental health! 
There will be more details on our Facebook page and website over the next few
weeks, so take a look at how you can make our village the overall winner in the
village category and possibly bag an Eco prize for your family!
Let's beat those lock down Blues and replace them with Eco Smiles!

Waste Collection dates
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Waddesdon Methodist Chapel
Every Sunday at 11.00 a.m. Morning Service (subject of course to any
Covid regulations).

This year the current chapel is 144 years old.This is marked every year
by a special anniversary service on the second Sunday in May.That fell on
the 9th this year and was led by Mr Arthur Sara from Aylesbury.

Regulations preclude hymn singing inside the chapel, so for the last hymn
the congregation moved to the forecourt to enjoy the pleasure of singing
out aloud.

All look forward to the end of restrictions and the return to normality.

A warm welcome awaits one and all to every service or function in the
chapel.

All are very welcome to attend any or all of these.



38 FROM THE MINISTER

Dear Friends,
We seem to be living in an age of conspiracy theories.Truth, it seems, is
whatever you want it to be, as long as you can get someone else to agree with
you. I remember when the DaVinci Code came out and there were those who
loved the conspiracy that it portrayed and tried to use it to deride the church
and what it did and what it believed. I worry most, though, about the vulnerable
people who are not yet able to discern the truth or are just looking for the
next quick fix of the next “truth” that is in fashion.
But not everyone is like that, many people in our society struggle with their lives
looking for truth and not being able to find it. Jesus said “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6.The
bible also says “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the
world.Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
John 8:12 
Whilst I was listening to Greatest Hits Radio (used to be mix96) the other day I
heard Robbie Williams single “Sin sin sin”. In it he sings the following lines as the
chorus:-

Sin sin sin,
Look where we’ve been
And look where we are tonight
Hate the sin not the sinner
I’m just after a glimmer
Of love and light
Deep inside

Wow! Isn’t that the message that we bring of the love and the light we can find
when we trust our lives to Jesus? And it is just such a message that we should
bring to those who have questions after hearing the latest conspiracy theory.We
hate sin, not sinners and we offer the glimmer of love and light that is found in
Jesus.As I’ve said before, we live in an age where spirituality is something more
and more people are becoming aware of and are not finding the answers in
material satisfaction or conspiracy theory. So it’s up to us to be there when they
cry out, not judging them, but loving them, just as Jesus loves us, and teaches us
and guides us.

May God bless you as you follow his calling.
Keith
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