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2 NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to
act as standby deliverers for the newsletter
Over 1200 copies of the Newsletter are delivered to homes in

Waddesdon,Westcott, Upper Winchendon and the surrounding areas.
This is all done by volunteers.We now have a nucleus of people who will

act as standby if anyone is unable to deliver at any time.



Due to circumstances beyond our control, we are unable to
produce a paper version of the newsletter this month.
This edition is available to view or download from the parish
council website. www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Please feel free to forward this on to friends and relatives in
the area who may wish to read it.

Deadline for June 2020 issue: 20th May, 2020, 9pm.
1st May 2020

Please Note: The Deadline for articles and adverts for the Newsletter is
now the 20th of the month.This is to enable the newsletter to be delivered as
early as possible for the following month.

Email address: waddesdonnews@gmail.com
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Waddesdon's Gas Works
This article was originally hand written in 1979, and has been kindly typed
for the Newsletter by Alison Welsh. Many thanks Alison.
The long winter nights are made more endurable for all of us because of the
availability of electrical appliances and a reliable supply of electricity.The
touch of a switch can provide instant light, heat or entertainment and is
quite taken for granted by most of us.We have always had electricity in much
the same way as we have always had piped water. However, as a schoolboy I
knew many older villagers who could recall the Waddesdon of the inter-war
years, before the coming of electricity.
In those days the village streets were illuminated at night by gas lights, and
most of the larger buildings, the schools and numerous homes, were supplied
with gas for domestic purposes.
(At this point I should explain that the gas used was Coal Gas. It was
produced in a long-established industrial process, usually at large “Gas
Works” supplying whole towns.The much safer and cleaner natural gas used
today, finally replaced coal gas and all its infrastructure in the last quarter of
the twentieth century).
To many of us, the thought of Waddesdon in the Victorian era, being large
enough to have its own gas works may seem difficult to contemplate, but the
imagination is stretched still further on discovering that for many years, there
were in fact two such establishments within the Parish. The explanation is
simply that one gas works was a commercial undertaking providing gas for
the village, and the other was a private works providing gas for Waddesdon
Manor.
The Manor Gas Works was situated at Westcott, alongside the Westcott to
Ashendon road next to the present Westcott Village cricket field.The
Manager of the works was Mr Albert Evans. In the 1980's his grandson David
Evans, was able to furnish me with a brief description of events as
remembered and recorded by his father - reproduced below:

Westcott Gas House
As a young man, Mr Albert Evans went to Mr Lionel de Rothschild's Estate at
Ascot House,Wing to serve his apprenticeship under his uncle, Mr J. Evans in
the craft of gas making. After two years 1881-1883,Albert Evans was asked
by a Mr Mackrell of Aylesbury if he would take over the new gas works at
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Westcott. He was introduced to the works just before completion and
commenced making gas in 1883. The supply was piped to the Manor, stables
and laundry.
The coal for gas production arrived by rail via Westcott Station and its
adjacent gas-works' siding.The by-products of tar and ammonia were
transported away, (destined for Silvertown in London), by the same means.
When the 1914-18 war caused coat shortages the works was forced to
close down (in 1916), and the Manor obtained its gas supply from the
Waddesdon Village works.
Mr Evans worked at the Waddesdon gas house for some time, then retired
and eventually died on October 24th, 1926 aged 64 years.
The Waddesdon gas works was situated down Quainton Road opposite Mr
Taylor's mill and the site is now redeveloped as “Mill Close”.The Provincial
Gas and Lighting Company owned the works which was in operation from
1883 until approximately 1930. During this period Waddesdon must have
been a much envied 'model', with an air of prosperity that would have been
heightened after dark, by the gas lit streets.
With the coming of relatively cheap electricity during the 1930's, the ageing
gas works became uneconomical.The whole village had benefited from the
facility, though by no means all dwellings were supplied.The village lamp
lighter, Mr Hicks, was no longer required as the conversion to electricity was
completed. It was to be more than half a century before domestic gas fuel
was piped to Waddesdon.
Today there are very few signs left to indicate Waddesdon's gas-lit past,
occasionally roadside excavations will unearth an old gas main, sometimes a
house conversion will reveal gas pipes hidden for years behind plaster, and
standing by the side of a road, I know of one gas light standard - although it
serves no useful purpose. One hopes that it will be allowed to remain for
another 100 years or so.A puzzle for some-one of a future generation!
At Westcott the site of the Manor Gas Works has long had other uses, the
gasometer pit (for many years was water filled and provided sport for young
fishermen), is now reclaimed as part of the field and the only signs is a
circular depression which tests the car springs of unwary visitors to
Westcott Village cricket matches.

Norman Carr
19/04/20
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The COVID19 outbreak is a significant and untested challenge for the
parish of Waddesdon, but it is one that the community is meeting with
great resilience and fortitude.We are all in this together and take our
role extremely seriously. The situation is changing daily, and we will
continue to look at how to support people through this difficult period.
The Parish Council fully supports the work by the Waddesdon Support
Group and will offer assistance where we are able. If you need help,
please call 01296 532644.
In these unprecedented times new government regulations came into
force on 4th April and clause 6(c) removes the requirement for a parish
council such as ours to hold an annual meeting in May 2020. For our
council we are legally required to hold at least 3 meetings per year of
which we have already held 2.The new regulations enable town and
parish councils to lawfully conduct virtual meetings. Members will be able
to attend remotely, and there is provision for public and press access.The
Regulations apply to meetings required to be held before 7 May 2021.
We are exploring our options and if necessary, will arrange a remote
meeting of the parish council adhering to the current guidance.
Meanwhile, we are in constant communication with each other to ensure
day to day activities continue as best they can.
Our Standing Orders have allowed us to operate extremely well given
the challenges the current situation has presented and be assured your
council is continuing to run all services and functions to be the best of its
powers in these times.The Chairman, Steve Walker, will remain in his
position until the next Annual Meeting scheduled for May 2021, unless
circumstances require the council to decide otherwise at an earlier
meeting.
We continue to directly manage the village assets on behalf of the parish
and would like to thank Dave, Brian, Phil and Bill for the outstanding work
they do in looking after our burial ground, playing field, footways, hedges,
football field etc.

6 WADDESDON PARISH COUNCIL
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Projects during 2019/20 have included:
� Village wide LED streetlights offering; lower running costs,

maintenance and lower light pollution.
� A Village Survey to guide the council in building the village plan for

the next 4 years.
� Gateway features including flower planters to make Waddesdon

greener.
� A new Speed Indicator Sign which helps Community Speedwatch

carry out their vital tasks.
� Tidying of trees & shrubs in the area behind the doctor's in order

to begin creating a nature. area. More planting to take place later
this year installation of animal habitats

� We ran a very successful and popular Christmas over 60s party,
along with Santa's grotto & float.

Melanie Rose, Clerk to the Council – (T) 01296 651800
(E) clerk@waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk
(W) www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk

https://www.facebook.com/WaddesdonParishCouncilClerk/

Useful local numbers



8 WADDESDON MANOR News & Events

Waddesdon Manor & Grounds
Closed Until Further Notice
We are sorry we have had to close Waddesdon until further notice.The
health of our staff, volunteers and visitors remains our top priority and
we're following Government social distancing guidance.
You will find the latest information about Waddesdon’sresponse to Covid-
19 on our website at https://waddesdon.org.uk/coronavirus/

We hope we’ll be able to open the grounds and House later in the year
and will publish our re-opening information as soon as we can.

Shop online
Our onsite shop may be closed for the time
being, but you can still buy many goodies online,
from homeware to lots of fine wine.As well as
great offers on Rothschild wines, you’ll find a
range of recently launched handmade products
for Waddesdon, and we’re proud to be able to
continue to support local producers. Like many
historic houses, museums and heritage sites, this
period of unplanned closure is a real challenge
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for us as a charity.All profits go towards the upkeep of Waddesdon, its
collections and gardens, for future generations.We really do appreciate
your support.
waddesdon.org.uk/shop/

Walking your dog on the wider Waddesdon Estate
We’ve always welcomed villagers walking their dogs in the beautiful
surroundings of the Waddesdon Estate. In return, we ask dog-walkers to
please help us to keep the Estate special and safe for everyone by:
• sticking to the footpaths to avoid disturbing grazing livestock and
ground-nesting birds.
• keeping your dog on a short lead at all times, for the safety of you and
your dog, as well as that of wildlife and livestock, and for the comfort of
other visitors, some of whom may not be dog-lovers. Keeping your dog
on a short lead will also reduce the significant risk of transmission of
infectious diseases between dogs and livestock, threatening health, welfare
and productivity.
You can find more information about the diseases we fear most, including
Neosporosis (the leading cause of abortion in cattle in the UK),
Sarcocystosis and tapeworm, online at https://waddesdon.org.uk/about-
us/waddesdon-estate/

Wine shop photos by Chris Lacey
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12 LOCAL ADVERTISING

Contact Mark Taylor
07564 456641 – 01296 658007

Bianco Developments
Westcott

We are a family run building company
operating in Bucks and the surrounding
counties. We have built our business on
impeccable customer service, Christian

morals and quality workmanship. 

Extensions, renovations and conversions
Website - www.bianco-developments.co.uk 

Contact numbers - 07791020384  -  01296 471345 – Calum & Theo

Use this space to
advertise your

unwanted items

There is no charge for this service. It is

edited on a first come first served basis.

To place a small ad contact the Editor

via email: waddesdonnews@gmail.com

Small Adverts

FREE ADVERTS
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Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

Northh Buckss   
Treee Surgeryy 

All aspects of Tree
Surgery: Crown Reduction,
Root Removal,

Hedgelaying, Cutting, Fencing, Tree and
Hedge Planting, Woodchip

Shawn Connor N.C.A, C&G, N.P.T.C.

012966 6510100 
Fully Qualified & Insured

The Old Bakery, High Street, Waddesdon

A.E.PRENTICEA.E.PRENTICEA.E.PRENTICE
COAL MERCHANTS SINCE

1864

Coal, Smokeless Fuels, Logs, Kindling
Wood & Bottled Gas

Regular Deliveries to your Area!

PHONE 01869 346800
www.coal4you.co.uk

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S. D. FOWLER 

Please ring Steve on   
01296 487057 or   07885 590986 
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WADDESDON MOT STATION LIMITED
(APPROVED VEHICLE TESTING STATION)

E JOHNSON MOTOR ENGINEERS
LIMITED

PETROL, DIESEL AND 3 WHEELED VEHICLES TESTED

SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

QUALITY SERVICE THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN

FREDERICK STREET WADDESDON HP18 0LX

TEL: 01296 651603

Call us now for all your gardening needs on
07917 540 583 or visit gardensbygathercole.co.uk

� Lawn Mowing
� Aeration & Scarification
� Hedge Trimming
� Mulching & Edging
� Plant Care

� Pressure Washing
� Garden Clearance
� Design & Landscaping
� Regular or one off visits
� Fully Insured

Looking for a reliable Gardener?
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QUAINTON CARPETS
The Natural Choice

All types of carpets supplied and professionally laid. Home selection & advice on qualities to
suit all budgets. We can install your own carpet for you. Contacts: Ray and Mark Burnham

14 Upper St, Quainton
Tel: 655208

Mark: 07747 013521
Ray: 07778 153792

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
The Big Top Nursery in Waddesdon recently celebrated its first birthday.

The nursery is set back from the High Street and backs onto open fields. We provide
full time care to children from the age of 3 months to 4 years. Open 51 weeks per

year, with sessions available for full days, mornings or afternoons. 2, 3 and 4 yer old
free funded place available

For further information call 01296 658898 www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

N.G.W. PROPERTY SERVICES
Design and build bathrooms/showers/wet rooms
Plastering
Tiling
Flooring
Decorating
All home maintenance projects

Quality workmanship Fully insured References on request
Neill Warburton 07920 826061 / 01296 651315 neillwarbs@aol.com

14 Upper St, Quainton

Tel: 01296 655408

Mark: 07747 013521

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
74C  High Street, Waddesdon

Offering childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years
Open 51 weeks per year, sessions available between 8.00 a.m – 6.00 p.m

Free FFE funded places available for 3 and 4 year olds in our pre-school room
Call now to arrange a visit to view our beautiful new nursery, with a fantastic outside space where children can learn and explore

Tel: 01296 658898  or visit our website www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

WADDESDON DENTAL

Tel: 01296 655577
5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury, HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk
www.waddesdondental.co.uk

� High quality general dental care
� Specialist care available
� Convenient location with on site

parking

� Sedation for anxious patients
� 0% finance options
� Late evening and Saturday

• High Quality Dental Care

• Invisalign Treatment

• Specialist Dental Care

• Hygienist Services

• Sedation for anxious patients

• White Fillings

• Tooth Whitening

• Implants

• 0% Interest finance options

• Become a practice plan member

from only £9.00 per month

Tel: 01296 655577

5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk  Www.waddesdondental.co.uk

New Patient Exams only £44.99 for a limited time only!
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Affinity
- Hair Design -

62 High Street  Waddesdon 01296 658875 

6 days a week, early Morning and Evening Appts available

Massage by Lauren Alexandra (Females only please) 

I am fully qualified in Swedish, Deep Tissue & Sports Massage
and fully insured.

Massage can provide numerous benefits such as easing muscular strain,
improving circulation and reduces emotional and physical stress.  Please
give me a call as I’m happy to answer all of your questions and advise

you where necessary.
Professional and Reliable service at competitive prices! 

07732 752 856 
Berryfields, Aylesbury
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MAN WITH A VAN !
NATIONWIDE

COLLECTION & DELIVERY
SERVICE

STUDENT MOVES.

7 DAYS A WEEK
01296 427182

MOBILE: 07770 237745

GEORGE KNIBB & SON

Decoration & Restoration
of

Historic Buildings

Tel: 01296 651318

W. Humphries
Village Country & Equestrian Property

74 High Street Waddesdon Bucks

HP18 0JD.Tel: 01296 658270 
Or e-mail: bill@whumphries.co.uk

SALES & LETTINGS

Visit www.whumphries.co.uk or speak to
Bill on the above number for any 

property advice

The Old Dairy B&B
4 Highh Street,
Waddesdon,
Aylesbury, Buckss
HP18 0JAA

Tel: 07798 640248

Email: 
info@theolddairywaddesdon.co.uk
Contact: Helen Conyard

Your local Worcester, Bosch Accredited Plumbing &
Heating Specialists offering up to 10 year guarantee on

new Worcester Bosch boilers.

0800 433 2252 / 07540 409842
www.masonplumbing.co.uk
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DIY, ASSISTED DIY AND PART HORSE LIVERY
Stables in American style barn 

Individual grass paddocks with running water
20m x 40m floodlit outdoor arena with jumps

Private hacking and nearby bridle paths
Safe and secure on site tack room

Hay and straw provided
Based in Waddesdon, Buckinghamshire 

Contact 07415656569 for more details and pricing

The Bernwode Bus – Drivers Wanted !!!
In order for the service to expand we need some more volunteer

drivers who can help us to keep the bus running to more areas

and more days of the week.

We need drivers who can drive as little or as much as you like... 

Why not come and have a no obligation test drive to see if you

like it and can help support this great cause.

Please call Ashley on 07977 401548 for more details

Jackie

Mobile Hairdresser

Cutting, Styling and
Perming.

Call 01296 658483
or 07773 876264

OAP DISCOUNTS

Hands on animal encounters
Special seasonal events

Indoor & outdoor play

Fresh 'farm to fork' food

10am to 5.30pm    7 days a week

01296 670444
info@greendragonecofarm.co.uk

www.greendragonecofarm.co.uk

Hogshaw, MK18 3LA

GREEN DRAGON

ECO FARM
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Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

North Bucks   
Tree Surgery 

01296 651010 

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S.. D.. FOWLERR 
Electrical Contractor

Fully Qualified and Experienced
All types of electrical work undertaken

Pleasee ringg Stevee onn   
012966 4870577 orr   078855 590986 

� Free Estimates
� Freeview, Freesat & SKY
� Analogue & Digital TV Aerials
� FM Stereo Aerials
� DAB Aerials
� Problem Solving, Extra TV Points, TV Tun-

ing & Digibox Installations
Contact

��� �������			 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

Alpha Airport Transfer Specialist

We are an established independent family

business, created in 2009 to provide a

professional, high quality chauffeur driven car

service, at competitive rates.

London

Heathrow l Gatwick l Stanstead l Birmingham

01296 871 871

bookings@alphataxis.net

www.alphataxis.net

 

KLS
Accountancy Services

Based in Westcott

For all of your accountancy needs
contact Kim Saunders MAAT

01296 651615

07738 946427

kim@klsaccountancyservices.co.uk

–  feed & weed  –  moss control  –  scarification  –
aeration  –  lawn refurb  –  pest & disease control

contact Tony on 01296 534500
email: info@lawntonics.co.uk        www.lawntonics.co.uk
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Quality Carpentry

Internal and External
From Kitchens and Doors

To Roofs and Floors
Give us a try!

Free Estimates
(01296) 730276

WADDESDON BOWLS CLUB

Have you tried Bowls?
There is always a welcome for all
age groups at our attractive club
premises in Silk Street.
The Club has qualified coaches
and tuition is free.

For further information please
phone either Brian Watts (01296)
738060 or David Oxley (01296)

R. W. Baughan
Pest Control

Sable House,
25 Raven Crescent,

Westcott, Bucks HP18 0PA
Tel: 01296 651550

Mobile: 07773 489062

KEITH BIRD
PLUMBING AND HEATING

ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED AND INSURED
TEL. 01296 655499 MOB. 07516 480860

EMAIL. K.bird944@btinternet.com

You can try bowls at any time by contacting

our Secretary Peter Smith on 01844 238125.

You will always be made welcome by our
members who contrary to popular belief

consist of many under 30s.
We do have official coaches but why not come

along and have a go first.

It's free and a lovely way to spend a summer

evening followed by a drink at the bar.

Website: www.waddesdonbowlsclub.co.uk

Carlie McRae 
Mobile Beauty Therapist

Specialising in Nails, Waxing,

Facials and Holistic Treatments 

Call 07807923415 
For more information
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Contact

��� �������		 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

The Claydon Building Company

Local Tradesman with over 16 Years’ Experience – Fully Qualified and

Insured – No Job Too Small

All aspects of building work undertaken including:

Extensions – Loft Conversions – Garage Conversions – Landscaping – Patios –

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Roofing – Driveways – General Maintenance

Check Out Our Facebook and Instagram Pages
References can be Provided
Contact Baz for a free quote on 07792 879375 
Email at theclaydonbuildingcompany@gmail.com
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We are new in the Village!

HEWITT'S
Barber Shop now open

74, High Street, Waddesdon HP18 0JD

hewittsbarbers@sky.com

01296 651110

Why not pop in for a cut or shave.

10% off with presenting this ad!

WRIGHT STORAGE
SERVICES

Storage now available
in Waddesdon.

For further information

Contact
Tel: 01296 658003
Mob 07977 472125

G. M. BECKETT
Bricklayer

35 years experience

For all your brickwork needs

No job too small!

01296 651497

SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW CUSTOMERS
TWO CLASSES FOR £5 WITH THIS ADVERT.

Mondays 6:45pm, Tuesdays 9:30am, Thursdays 7:30pm and Saturdays 9am
Dance based aerobics and strength training, suitable for all ages and abilities.

Waddesdon Village Hall, Baker Street, HP18 0LQ
www.jazzercise.net/uk/waddesdon, janey.jazzercise@gmail.com, 07739186231
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LAWN MOWER REPAIRS   

Bakerr Streett   
Engravingss 

Individually designed engravings for
cups, tankards, shields, I.D. tags

and small industrial plates.
Trophies supplied.

GLASS ENGRAVING A SPECIALITY

Proprietor: Mike Evans
The Bungalow, Baker Street

Waddesdon, Bucks
Tel: 01296 658129

ACE REPAIRS
· All Gutter/Roof problems solved
· Gutter/Roof Cleaning
· Conservatory Cleaning
· UPVC Fascias/Guttering
· Soakaways Maintained/

New Soakaways
· Storm Repairs

Free Quotations / Fair Prices

CALL MARTIN 01296 483221
07768 333810

Prices for advertising are

1/6th page £60,

1/3rd page £100,

and £250 per year for a full page
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Personal Training Sessions for all age
groups and fitness levels with Ian
King, who is a local PT and Sports

Massage Therapist:
07990 580779, or

iankingnohype@gmail.com;
ikfitness.win Over 35 years'

experience of the health and fitness
industry. The potential for excellent
results and a life changing decision.
IT IS NEVER TOO LATE TO IMPROVE

YOUR HEALTH AND FITNESS

HEALTH AND FITNESS WITH IAN KING

QUAINTON GARAGE (Est. 1946)

Approved MOT Testing Station

All cars, modern or classic [including 4x4] repaired

Servicing to manufacturer's schedules or customer's requirements

Diagnostics, Brakes, Suspension, Steering, Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries 

Lower Street, Quainton.    Tel: 01296 655286
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_itsastitchup

It’s a Stitch Up Bespoke 
Soft Furnishings

A personal and bespoke service 
especially for you. Made to measure 

curtains, blinds and more.

To discuss your ideas, please get in touch.

Tel. 07775 904871
Email. livi.hunter@googlemail.com

Providing beautiful handmade soft 
furnishings for your home.

www.itsastitchupsoftfurnishings.com

BINGO
Anstey Court Common Room

Tuesdays 7pm
£1 a book, 10 games, Full House only

Raffle • All welcome

CAN YOU PLAY BADMINTON?
Waddesdon Badminton Club is seeking players

of a reasonable standard . . .
Please come and join us on a Tuesday evening;

we meet from 7:30pm – 8:30pm at Waddesdon Church
of England Secondary School.

£3.00 a session, but your first evening is FREE! 
Please ring Adrian for more information on

(01296) 651405



26



27



28



Tel: 01296 651227

Sunday Lunch 
Biggest Yorkshire in Bucks

£16
Selection of hot and cold Baguettes

From £5.00
And a

Tradition Pub Grub Menu

The Lion Waddesdon
The Lion welcomes you to the Heart of the Village and offer

Home cooked Food, Sourced by local companies. We supply a choice of fine wines and real ale across the 
country. The team that welcomes you, come from the village, generation after generation, who will help you with 

all your needs 





Come and enjoy lunch at The Five Arrows
with our set menu

10% off for locals on food and drink
2 course £18.95 3 course £23.95

S t a r t e r
Pea & waterc ress soup

Truf f l e cream & ar t i s an bread (v)

S ou sed & torched mackerel
Wild gar l i c mayo, sautéed asparagus (g f )

Gla zed Waddesdon E state beef nug getSa l t baked ce le r i ac , toas ted haze lnut s & chargr i l l ed gem let tuce (g f )
Sh ita ke & vegetable spr i ng rol lsFive sp ice yoghur t , sugar snap peas & water chestnut s (ve ,d f )

M a i n
Shou lder of la mb

S low cooked shou lder of l amb, Anna potatoes , s autéed asparagus ,
w i ld gar l i c & lamb sauce

C ot tage pie
Waddesdon estate cot t age p ie , but te red spr ing vegetab les , red wine grav y

B eer bat tered haddock
Tr ip le cooked ch ips , t a r t a re sauce & minted crushed peas (df )

Ch ickpea , apr icot & red pepper tag i neCaul i f lower cous cous , toas ted a lmonds & saf f ron o i l (ve , g f,d f )

Gi nger ca ke
Sa l ted carame l , honeycomb & marma lade ice cream

Pa n na cot ta
Coconut & l ime panna cot t a , mango purée, raspber r ie s & dark choco late (ve)

Ton ka bea n bu r nt c rea m
Rhubarb purée, poached & sorbet , but te r shor tbread (g f )

S elec t ion of Br it ish cheeses
Cracker s , f i g chutney, Shepherd ’s Go ld a le p ick led on ions(L ancash i re Bomb, Go lden Cross , B lue Monday, Tunwor th)

P u d d i n g s

Don’t forget First Friday Club, the first Friday of each month 20% off
food and drink plus free bar snacks between 5.30-7.30pm

Don’t forget to bring your resident’s card



WADDESDON SUPPORT GROUP / CORONAVIRUS
SUPPORT GROUP

A group of volunteers have formed a support group in the village

coordinated by Waddesdon Hall.

The aim of the group is to offer help and support to all elderly and

vulnerable people in the village and in particular any individuals who are

self-isolating. Please note the support is offered to everyone that lives in

Waddesdon and is not limited to those affected by the coronavirus.

If you would like to help as a volunteer – Please register via the following link

https://bit.ly/38Vy6fY

Do you need help?

Our Waddesdon Support Group is here to help you!

If you do require any help or assistance please call our
dedicated helpline:

01296 532644
We can help with: collecting shopping, collecting prescriptions, and if you

are feeling lonely, isolated or a little bit scared we have a friendly voice to

have a chat with. It doesn’t matter if you are old or young, living alone or

with family, if you need our help just call.

Waddesdon Estate A GREAT VENUE AT THE HEART OF THE VILLAGE
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We were all grateful for technology as the coronavirus lockdown prevented us
meeting at the Bowls Club for our April meeting. Rose kindly turned our
Bangladeshi cookery evening into a video demonstration and so all members
were able to make their delicious samosas and compare them when we met
online through Zoom for our monthly meeting and a good chance for a social
catch up. The samosas all looked equally amazing and delicious.

Members have also been staying in touch by continuing online some of the
activities we had planned to celebrate the Bucks Federation of WI’s centenary
year – we are taking part in the ‘Walk 100 miles for 100 years’ challenge
which we originally started as a walking group, the group has now moved onto
WhatsApp where everyone is taking photos and logging details and distance of
any walks they do as part of their daily exercise. We’ve also just launched a
WhatsApp group ‘100 reads for 100 years’ for members to log details of books
they are currently reading and enjoying.In these strange days of social isolation
we are more keen than ever to maintain our friendly forum, but meetings will
not necessarily be exactly as planned – please check our Facebook page for
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details of our May meeting, which we hope will still be one of our very popular
crafting sessions when we welcome back Pippa North to help us to create felt
shimmering leaves.
We are ever hopeful that  life will be back to normal in time for our June
meeting which should be a visit to the beautiful kitchen garden at Eythrope.
Rehearsals have had to stop for our Murder Mystery, but we are hopeful that it
will take place on the evening of Saturday 10 October at the Village Hall – we
will keep you updated as the months progress. Do save the date for this sell-
out event which will be even more atmospheric than usual with it’s move to a
dark Autumn evening!  Further details to follow after the Summer holidays.
We have a varied programme to suit all ages and tastes. We meet on the 2nd
Monday of each month. For further details contact the Secretary, Kathryn
Aldersea on 07739 300229. email: kathryn.aldersea@hotmail.co.uk or find us
on our Facebook page – Waddesdon WI.

The various stages of samosas, from preparation to plate.
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Mobility Scooter tour of village - March 2020
Recently Councillor Dorrian & I experienced a tour of the village from a
different perspective…..
I received an email from a resident who is a regular mobility scooter user.
She raised a query about a kerb which is very difficult to mount, not
being dropped or having any other point to access it from. She offered
the use of her spare scooter to anyone who would like to experience the
difficulties of negotiating their way around the village. I took her up on
her offer, and we both had over an hour's ride around the village
(accompanied by Cllr Dorrian taking notes).These are the main findings:

1. Drop kerbs would be useful in certain places.
2. Dog mess around the village is not always easy to avoid, particularly

in the dark or if the path is narrow.
3. The noticeboard on the inside of the bus stop by the chip shop

cannot be accessed easily.
4. Mud/grass on some pathways need cleaning up.
5. Some pathways are uneven and bumpy and can be difficult to

negotiate.
6. Overhanging vegetation can cause problems when passing by.

These points don't just apply to mobility scooter users. It is just as hard
for people with prams/pushchairs, children on bikes/scooters etc.
Overall, the footpaths are in a good state and most places can be easily
accessed (sometimes with a bit of forward planning).The main message is
to keep footpaths as clear as possible for all users ie free of overhanging
vegetation, unnecessary signage, clean ie no dog mess, ensure repairs are
made quickly etc.
The council relies on residents to feed back any issues you experience
and we will endeavour to make improvements where possible.

Melanie Rose, Clerk
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I am writing this on the 22nd April, the 50th anniversary of Earth Day which
marks the birth of the environmental movement in 1970. The bluebells are out
at the moment, yet another reminder of the beauty of the earth which we all
value. I have always felt particularly close to God when walking in the
mountains or swimming in the sea. I am able to experience an acute sense of
total bliss. So, the thought of the sea now being clogged with disposable
facemasks and gloves fills me with despair. I hate the idea of us robbing future
generations of the wonder of the oceans.

Living a rather privileged existence my relationship with nature is largely spiritual
and emotional rather than physical. I don't need to grow my own food. I have
lived on a small-holding in France for a year so I know the physical challenges of
'living off the land'. One of the many things this pandemic has highlighted is the
importance of food and those who produce it and transport it and sell it. The
toilet paper panic passed me by but there were a few days when I was very
grateful for the 5kg bag of rice I had bought before the 'lock down.'  The
thought of not being able to buy food was scary. Farmers are also key workers;
without them we starve.

But ultimately, we are all dependent on the planet for our survival. In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth. This is the first verse in the
bible. It is where our story begins. Without the earth we cannot exist. This
pandemic has taught us that ultimately, we value the lives of people more than
profit. It is estimated that the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918 killed 50 million
people, about a third of the world's population and 100 000 people died in the
USA alone during the Hong Kong Flu pandemic of 1968. Economies were not
brought to a standstill to try and prevent these deaths. I'm not sure if this is
because with a decline in faith, we fear death more. Or with a rise in awareness
of human rights we value the lives of all. Probably a bit of both. I am
concerned that if we prioritise safety above all else over the long term, we might
be in danger of sacrificing some fundamental aspects of what it means to be
human. Like celebrating and grieving and worshiping together. But this
pandemic has shown that when push comes to shove economies can be brought
to a standstill in order to save lives. Hopefully this has taught us that the
changes we need to make to safeguard the long-term health of the planet are
indeed possible. Hopefully we won't go back to business as usual, worshiping
the idols of power, profit and popularity. Hopefully the vision of the power of
love displayed so movingly by the NHS and other carers will win the day



PARISH CHURCH SERVICES

ALL ARE WELCOME!

“I need to worship because without it I can forget that I have a big
God beside me and live in fear. I need to worship because without

it I can forget his calling and begin to live in a spirit of self-
preoccupation. I need to worship because without it I lose a sense

of wonder and gratitude and plod through life with blinders on. I
need worship because my natural tendency is toward self-reliance

and stubborn independence.”—John Ortberg

If you are wanting to contact the Church for whatever reason,
Wedding, Baptism, Funeral or for pastoral and spiritual care please
contact the Rev’d Jacqueline Dove on 01296 715242, e-mail:
jacquelineleach.dove@gmail.com.



Friday 8th May 2020 • 2pm
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