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Water Meadows

Sunshine after the rain. Heavy rainfall in October led to water
meadows around the river Thame near Eythrope.

While Saturday 3 October 2020 is officially the wettest day in the
UK since records dating back to 1891.
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2 NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to
act as standby deliverers for the newsletter
Over 1200 copies of the Newsletter are delivered to homes in

Waddesdon,Westcott, Upper Winchendon and the surrounding areas.
This is all done by volunteers.We now have a nucleus of people who will

act as standby if anyone is unable to deliver at any time.



As always, a big thank you to all those involved in the newsletter reaching
the doors of residents of the parish.
This edition is available to view as a download from the parish council
website. www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Don’t miss the competition for young artists on page 32.A chance
to win a signed copy of Modern Art Explorer by a local author

Deadline for December 2020 issue: 20th November, 9pm.

1st November 2020
The Deadline for articles and adverts for the Newsletter is now the 20th of the
month.This is to enable the newsletter to be delivered as early as possible for
the following month.
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4 NEWS

Waddesdon and District Horticultural Society
Due to Covid 19 it will not be possible to hold the Annual General
Meeting of the Society this November.A new date will be arranged as
soon as is practically possible and further notice will be placed in this
newsletter at the appropriate time.
In the meantime anyone interested in gardening is invited to join the
Society.The  annual subscription is only £2 and one of the benefits of
membership is that members qualify for discounted seeds etc. from
Dobies.Their catalogue is now available for current and new members
from the Secretary. Further information 
and details can be obtained by contacting the Secretary, Hilary
Lambourne on 
01296 651635 or email alan.lambourne@btinternet.com

Lewis Fetto and John Beck Trust
Applications are now being taken for consideration at January’s meeting.
The Trust was set up for the poor of the parishes Waddesdon,Woodham
and Westcott between the ages of 16-21 in support of their education.
The Board of Trustees meets 3 times a year September, January and May
and approves grants of up to a maximum of £250. All applications are
to be received by 18th December for the next meeting in January. One
application per person per year.
If you would like to apply please email the Clerk
jane.perks66@outlook.com for an application form.

Doorstep crime
Please be aware that there has been an increase in doorstop crime during
the pandemic. If your are visited by a contractor working in your area
who suggests that you need repairs to your house. Do not commit
yourself to having these repairs done.
Always get a second opinion, and always get several quotes before going
ahead with the work.
Visit the website: https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/news/spike-
doorstep-crime-lockdown-eased/
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6 WADDESDON PARISH COUNCIL

November 2020Parish Council News

Community Centre:We have been getting the Centre ready over the last few
weeks with internal decorating, new furniture and signs, updating security
systems etc.There are still some improvements to come but we are now ready
to take bookings, obviously following current guidelines. For further details see
our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/WaddesdonCommunityCentre or
email the Clerk.
Remembrance Sunday: Remembrance Sunday holds great importance for the
council and our residents. In previous years, we have all played an active part in
honouring all those who fell in defence of our country in past wars and other
military conflicts. However, with COVID-19 and the increasing number of
positive cases within the county, things this year will have to be very different.
Following Government and Royal British Legion guidance, we have taken the
difficult decision to cancel our usual service at the War Memorial on 8th
November. However, we will be reading the Roll of Honour and recording it so
we can share it on our Facebook page. Please feel free to lay your wreath at
your convenience over the Remembrance weekend.There is also our
Remembrance bench in the cemetery if you want a quiet space to reflect.
Over 60s Christmas lunch: Unfortunately, the lunch has been cancelled this year
but we will be giving out winter plants on 28th November to Waddesdon
households with over an 60 resident.Although the deadline for nominations has
passed, you can still contact the Clerk for further information.
Santa Float & Grotto:You won't be able to visit Santa in his grotto this year, but
he will be touring the village in his magical sleigh on Saturday 12th December.
Look out for him from 4pm onwards and give him a wave as he goes by.
Flower Planters:A big thank you to Suzie Little of Frederick Street who has
been looking after the flower planters around the village.They have provided a
welcome splash of colour over the summer and have now been planted up for
the winter.
Meeting dates: 18th November 8pm. 16th December 8pm
Meetings Continue to be held remotely via Zoom.Agendas and draft minutes
can be found on our website.
REMINDER:To report, view or discuss local problems (including potholes, fly-
tipping, loose paving, vandalism etc) visit: www.fixmystreet.com

Melanie Rose, Clerk to the Council – (T) 01296 651800
(E) clerk@waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk
(W) www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk

https://www.facebook.com/WaddesdonParishCouncilClerk/



Remembering those
we have loved and lost

The doors to your local parish
churches, St. Michael and All Angels,
Waddesdon and St. Mary the Virgin,

Westcott will be open for you to
wander in and enjoy the beautiful

space.

Sunday 8th

November
2pm-5pm



8 WADDESDON MANOR News & Events

Christmas at Waddesdon 
Waddesdon’s Christmas season starts on Sat 14 Nov (the grounds and
house will be closed completely 4-13 Nov while we get everything
ready).This year, the event is outdoors only and the gardens will be
illuminated with sparkling lights and colour. Enjoy a winter light trail
through the grounds, illuminations on the Manor, a synchronised light
installation in the Coach House, lanterns and stars decorated by local
schoolchildren and the return of giant baubles in the Stables courtyard.
We’ve altered our opening times to alleviate congestion during darker
hours - Wed-Sun, 12noon-7.30pm and have additional open days on
Mondays, 21 and 28, and Tuesdays 22 and 29 December. (We will be
closed Thu 23-Sat 26 Dec.)
Our Christmas Fair will run until Wed 23 Dec, with over 70 carefully
chosen wooden chalets offering quality gifts, handmade decorations and
festive foods.
Please note that all tickets, including those for local resident passholders,
must be booked in advance.We hope to see you at Waddesdon over the
Christmas season! See https://waddesdon.org.uk/whats-on/christmas/
Reflective clothing 
As the clocks have now changed and it is getting darker earlier, please
take care when on the Waddesdon Estate in the early morning, late
afternoon and evening. Please wear easily visible, reflective clothing while
using our footpaths.
Autumn at the Five Arrows 
Join us at the Five Arrows this autumn and enjoy one of our special
seasonal offers like a three course meal for the price of two, 12pm-5pm
on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Or if you fancy a local autumnal getaway,
book yourself or your friends into the hotel using our autumn special
offer, running Wed-Sun. See the Five Arrows website for more details:
https://fivearrowshotel.co.uk/offers/
Christmas seasonal vacancies 
Join Waddesdon at one of the most exciting times of the year.We have a
variety of roles available over the Christmas season. If you are interested
in any of our seasonal Christmas roles please email a CV and cover letter
to application@waddesdon.org.uk or call 01296 653258.
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Rothschild Foundation Covid-19 Support Fund
The Rothschild Foundation Covid-19 Support Fund is open for
applications until December 2020.The fund is aimed at third sector
organisations adversely affected by Covid-19 or experiencing increased
demand for their services as a result of the outbreak. Grants will be
available to organisations who provide a service to residents in
Buckinghamshire, in particular addressing community needs that have
intensified during the crisis and providing support to sectors that are
important parts of the rebuilding process, including culture and
environment. More information about applying can be found here:
https://rothschildfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-support-fund/
Local schools join Waddesdon gardeners to bring a burst of colour to the
Waddesdon gardens
We’ve had around 600 children from 19 local schools help our gardeners
plant almost 35,000 bulbs during October.Daffodils have been growing in
Daffodil Valley for over 100 years, since James and Dorothy planted them
in memory of Alice de Rothschild.
Last year we planted 350,000 spring bulbs, sadly with lockdown very few
visitors were able to enjoy these.We hope that spring bulbs will be even
more spectacular in 2021, with flowering from early February snowdrops
to late April tulips.Sarah Dewberry, Head of Learning at Waddesdon said,
‘we hope that visitors will get to wander the grounds and enjoy these
extra bursts of colour in the spring.We’re so grateful to all the schools
that have taken part in this project – we couldn’t have done it without
them.’ Waddesdon Manor photo by Stuart Bebb



10 WADDESDON HISTORY No 2

The Linces

The Linces field near Upper Winchendon are the first visible signs of
habitation in the parish. Hillside terraces constructed for the growing of
crops were first thought to have been used by our ancestors during the
Neolithic period (new stone age), which ended about 2000 BCE, when
farming practices developed in the Near East had spread into Northern
Europe.
Heavily forested and poorly draining soil in the lowlands proved difficult
to farm, so hillside fields were manipulated for crop production.These
terraces or ridges, of which there are six, range in steps from one to four
metres, and the breadth of the terraces average eight metres.Three of
the terraces run the whole length of the field.An interesting aside from
these Neolithic terraces in this location is the ridge and furrow ploughing
that can be seen in the same field and are a product of mediaeval farming,
used extensively in the heavy clay soils of the Midlands to help with
drainage and crop production.

Further reading:
Waddesdon and Over Winchendon: C. Oscar Moreton
Waddesdon Through the Ages: Norman Carr and Ivor Gurney



01296 651320 | 116 High Street, Waddesdon, HP18 0JF | info@thelongdogpub.com

The Long Dog

We are thrilled to announce we are changing the ethos of our pub, supporting small

independent business, local where possible

We have been an independently run family business for 13 years and we think it’s so

important to support the local community and small business especially in the

current times.

We’ve implemented the following changes;

We are now open and serving brunch from 10am with coffee, muffins and cookies, sit

in or takeaway.

We will be running locals discount 25% OFF EVERYTHING every Monday.

To keep your local pub fun and interesting we are launching the

following events:

Thursday 5th November – Bonfire Night with mulled wine, cider and smores

Friday 13th November – Launch of our new Winter Menu

Sunday 15th November - Wine and Cheese Evening

Wednesday 18th and 25th November - Xmas Wreath making with afternoon tea

Friday 20th November – Mexican Night Delight

Coming up soon…Christmas festivities and New Year joy.

A massive thank you from The Long Dog team!

Pop in for more info, or follow us on Facebook & Instagram.

Facebook - The Long Dog Pub

Instagram - @thelongdogpub
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12 LOCAL ADVERTISING

Contact Mark Taylor
07564 456641 – 01296 658007

Bianco Developments
Westcott

We are a family run building company
operating in Bucks and the surrounding
counties. We have built our business on
impeccable customer service, Christian

morals and quality workmanship. 

Extensions, renovations and conversions
Website - www.bianco-developments.co.uk 

Contact numbers - 07791020384  -  01296 471345 – Calum & Theo

Chico Next-2-Me Crib
Bedside cot without mattress,

Up to 8 months.
Plus 2 organic cotton sheets to fit.

£50 ono.
Tel: 07850 383716

There is no charge for this service. It is

edited on a first come first served basis.

To place a small ad contact the Editor

via email: waddesdonnews@gmail.com

Small Adverts

FREE ADVERTS
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Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

Northh Buckss   
Treee Surgeryy 

All aspects of Tree
Surgery: Crown Reduction,
Root Removal,

Hedgelaying, Cutting, Fencing, Tree and
Hedge Planting, Woodchip

Shawn Connor N.C.A, C&G, N.P.T.C.

012966 6510100 
Fully Qualified & Insured

The Old Bakery, High Street, Waddesdon

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S. D. FOWLER 

Please ring Steve on   
01296 487057 or   07885 590986 

01869 346800
Souldern Gate Garage, Souldern,
Bicester, Oxfordshire OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk
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WADDESDON MOT STATION LIMITED
(APPROVED VEHICLE TESTING STATION)

E JOHNSON MOTOR ENGINEERS
LIMITED

PETROL, DIESEL AND 3 WHEELED VEHICLES TESTED

SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

QUALITY SERVICE THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN

FREDERICK STREET WADDESDON HP18 0LX

TEL: 01296 651603

Call us now for all your gardening needs on
07917 540 583 or visit gardensbygathercole.co.uk

� Lawn Mowing
� Aeration & Scarification
� Hedge Trimming
� Mulching & Edging
� Plant Care

� Pressure Washing
� Garden Clearance
� Design & Landscaping
� Regular or one off visits
� Fully Insured

Looking for a reliable Gardener?
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QUAINTON CARPETS
The Natural Choice

All types of carpets supplied and professionally laid. Home selection & advice on qualities to
suit all budgets. We can install your own carpet for you. Contacts: Ray and Mark Burnham

14 Upper St, Quainton
Tel: 655208

Mark: 07747 013521
Ray: 07778 153792

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
The Big Top Nursery in Waddesdon recently celebrated its first birthday.

The nursery is set back from the High Street and backs onto open fields. We provide
full time care to children from the age of 3 months to 4 years. Open 51 weeks per

year, with sessions available for full days, mornings or afternoons. 2, 3 and 4 yer old
free funded place available

For further information call 01296 658898 www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

N.G.W. PROPERTY SERVICES
Design and build bathrooms/showers/wet rooms
Plastering
Tiling
Flooring
Decorating
All home maintenance projects

Quality workmanship Fully insured References on request
Neill Warburton 07920 826061 / 01296 651315 neillwarbs@aol.com

14 Upper St, Quainton

Tel: 01296 655408

Mark: 07747 013521

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
74C  High Street, Waddesdon

Offering childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years
Open 51 weeks per year, sessions available between 8.00 a.m – 6.00 p.m

Free FFE funded places available for 3 and 4 year olds in our pre-school room
Call now to arrange a visit to view our beautiful new nursery, with a fantastic outside space where children can learn and explore

Tel: 01296 658898  or visit our website www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

WADDESDON DENTAL

Tel: 01296 655577
5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury, HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk
www.waddesdondental.co.uk

� High quality general dental care
� Specialist care available
� Convenient location with on site

parking

� Sedation for anxious patients
� 0% finance options
� Late evening and Saturday

• High Quality Dental Care

• Invisalign Treatment

• Specialist Dental Care

• Hygienist Services

• Sedation for anxious patients

• White Fillings

• Tooth Whitening

• Implants

• 0% Interest finance options

• Become a practice plan member

from only £9.00 per month

Tel: 01296 655577

5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk  Www.waddesdondental.co.uk

New Patient Exams only £44.99 for a limited time only!



SELF EMPLOYED CARER
Available for individual care

Shopping, housework, accompanied visits, outings etc.

DBS checked to work with vulnerable & senior clients

Call Val on 01296 655937 or 07780 973973

16

Affinity
- Hair Design -

62 High Street  Waddesdon 01296 658875 

6 days a week, early Morning and Evening Appts available
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MAN WITH A VAN !
NATIONWIDE

COLLECTION & DELIVERY
SERVICE

STUDENT MOVES.

7 DAYS A WEEK
01296 427182

MOBILE: 07770 237745

GEORGE KNIBB & SON

Decoration & Restoration
of

Historic Buildings

Tel: 01296 651318

W. Humphries
Village Country & Equestrian Property

74 High Street Waddesdon Bucks

HP18 0JD.Tel: 01296 658270 
Or e-mail: bill@whumphries.co.uk

SALES & LETTINGS

Visit www.whumphries.co.uk or speak to
Bill on the above number for any 

property advice

The Old Dairy B&B
4 Highh Street,
Waddesdon,
Aylesbury, Buckss
HP18 0JAA

Tel: 07798 640248

Email: 
info@theolddairywaddesdon.co.uk
Contact: Helen Conyard

Your local Worcester, Bosch Accredited Plumbing &
Heating Specialists offering up to 10 year guarantee on

new Worcester Bosch boilers.

0800 433 2252 / 07540 409842
www.masonplumbing.co.uk
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DIY, ASSISTED DIY AND PART HORSE LIVERY
Stables in American style barn 

Individual grass paddocks with running water
20m x 40m floodlit outdoor arena with jumps

Private hacking and nearby bridle paths
Safe and secure on site tack room

Hay and straw provided
Based in Waddesdon, Buckinghamshire 

Contact 07415656569 for more details and pricing

The Bernwode Bus – Drivers Wanted !!!
In order for the service to expand we need some more volunteer

drivers who can help us to keep the bus running to more areas

and more days of the week.

We need drivers who can drive as little or as much as you like... 

Why not come and have a no obligation test drive to see if you

like it and can help support this great cause.

Please call Ashley on 07977 401548 for more details

Jackie

Mobile Hairdresser

Cutting, Styling and
Perming.

Call 01296 658483
or 07773 876264

OAP DISCOUNTS

Hands on animal encounters
Special seasonal events

Indoor & outdoor play

Fresh 'farm to fork' food

10am to 5.30pm    7 days a week

01296 670444
info@greendragonecofarm.co.uk

www.greendragonecofarm.co.uk

Hogshaw, MK18 3LA

GREEN DRAGON

ECO FARM
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Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

North Bucks   
Tree Surgery 

01296 651010 

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S.. D.. FOWLERR 
Electrical Contractor

Fully Qualified and Experienced
All types of electrical work undertaken

Pleasee ringg Stevee onn   
012966 4870577 orr   078855 590986 

� Free Estimates
� Freeview, Freesat & SKY
� Analogue & Digital TV Aerials
� FM Stereo Aerials
� DAB Aerials
� Problem Solving, Extra TV Points, TV Tun-

ing & Digibox Installations
Contact

��� �������			 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

 

KLS
Accountancy Services

Based in Westcott

For all of your accountancy needs
contact Kim Saunders MAAT

01296 651615

07738 946427

kim@klsaccountancyservices.co.uk

–  feed & weed  –  moss control  –  scarification  –
aeration  –  lawn refurb  –  pest & disease control

contact Tony on 01296 534500
email: info@lawntonics.co.uk        www.lawntonics.co.uk

Traditional sweep – Open fires – Wood burning
and multi fuel stoves – Nest removals – Bird guards,

caps and cowls fitted – Stove maintenance
– Flue testing – Fully insured
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Quality Carpentry

Internal and External
From Kitchens and Doors

To Roofs and Floors
Give us a try!

Free Estimates
(01296) 730276

WADDESDON BOWLS CLUB

Have you tried Bowls?
There is always a welcome for all
age groups at our attractive club
premises in Silk Street.
The Club has qualified coaches
and tuition is free.

For further information please
phone either Brian Watts (01296)
738060 or David Oxley (01296)

R. W. Baughan
Pest Control

Sable House,
25 Raven Crescent,

Westcott, Bucks HP18 0PA
Tel: 01296 651550

Mobile: 07773 489062

KEITH BIRD
PLUMBING AND HEATING

ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED AND INSURED
TEL. 01296 655499 MOB. 07516 480860

EMAIL. K.bird944@btinternet.com

You can try bowls at any time by contacting

our Secretary Peter Smith on 01844 238125.

You will always be made welcome by our
members who contrary to popular belief

consist of many under 30s.
We do have official coaches but why not come

along and have a go first.

It's free and a lovely way to spend a summer

evening followed by a drink at the bar.

Website: www.waddesdonbowlsclub.co.uk

Carlie McRae 
Mobile Beauty Therapist

Specialising in Nails, Waxing,

Facials and Holistic Treatments 

Call 07807923415 
For more information
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Contact

��� �������		 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

The Claydon Building Company

Local Tradesman with over 16 Years’ Experience – Fully Qualified and

Insured – No Job Too Small

All aspects of building work undertaken including:

Extensions – Loft Conversions – Garage Conversions – Landscaping – Patios –

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Roofing – Driveways – General Maintenance

Check Out Our Facebook and Instagram Pages
References can be Provided
Contact Baz for a free quote on 07792 879375 
Email at theclaydonbuildingcompany@gmail.com
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WRIGHT STORAGE
SERVICES

Storage now available
in Waddesdon.

For further information

Contact

Tel: 01296 658003

Mob 07977 472125

G. M. BECKETT
Bricklayer

35 years experience

For all your brickwork needs

No job too small!

01296 651497

SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW CUSTOMERS
TWO CLASSES FOR £5 WITH THIS ADVERT.

Mondays 6:45pm, Tuesdays 9:30am, Thursdays 7:30pm and Saturdays 9am
Dance based aerobics and strength training, suitable for all ages and abilities.

Waddesdon Village Hall, Baker Street, HP18 0LQ
www.jazzercise.net/uk/waddesdon, janey.jazzercise@gmail.com, 07739186231
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LAWN MOWER REPAIRS   

Bakerr Streett   
Engravingss 

Individually designed engravings for
cups, tankards, shields, I.D. tags

and small industrial plates.
Trophies supplied.

GLASS ENGRAVING A SPECIALITY

Proprietor: Mike Evans
The Bungalow, Baker Street

Waddesdon, Bucks
Tel: 01296 658129

ACE REPAIRS
· All Gutter/Roof problems solved
· Gutter/Roof Cleaning
· Conservatory Cleaning
· UPVC Fascias/Guttering
· Soakaways Maintained/

New Soakaways
· Storm Repairs

Free Quotations / Fair Prices

CALL MARTIN 01296 483221
07768 333810
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Personal Training Sessions for all age
groups and fitness levels with Ian
King, who is a local PT and Sports

Massage Therapist:
07990 580779, or

iankingnohype@gmail.com;
ikfitness.win Over 35 years'

experience of the health and fitness
industry. The potential for excellent
results and a life changing decision.
IT IS NEVER TOO LATE TO IMPROVE

YOUR HEALTH AND FITNESS

HEALTH AND FITNESS WITH IAN KING

QUAINTON GARAGE (Est. 1946)

Approved MOT Testing Station

All cars, modern or classic [including 4x4] repaired

Servicing to manufacturer's schedules or customer's requirements

Diagnostics, Brakes, Suspension, Steering, Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries 

Lower Street, Quainton.    Tel: 01296 655286
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_itsastitchup

It’s a Stitch Up Bespoke 
Soft Furnishings

A personal and bespoke service 
especially for you. Made to measure 

curtains, blinds and more.

To discuss your ideas, please get in touch.

Tel. 07775 904871
Email. livi.hunter@googlemail.com

Providing beautiful handmade soft 
furnishings for your home.

www.itsastitchupsoftfurnishings.com

Quality Bespoke Joinery in your local area who offer a full and friendly fitting
service and specialise in listed buildings for all your wood based needs

Unit 5a, Upper Barn Farm, Westcott, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 0JX
T: 01296 651951

sales@oakvalejoinery.com • Facebook @Oakvalejoinery
www.oakvalejoinery.com

CAN YOU PLAY BADMINTON?
Waddesdon Badminton Club is seeking players

of a reasonable standard . . .
Please come and join us on a Tuesday evening;

we meet from 7:30pm – 8:30pm at Waddesdon Church
of England Secondary School.

£3.00 a session, but your first evening is FREE! 
Please ring Adrian for more information on

(01296) 651405
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Tel: 01296 651227

Sunday Lunch 
Biggest Yorkshire in Bucks

£16
Selection of hot and cold Baguettes

From £5.00
And a

Tradition Pub Grub Menu

The Lion Waddesdon
The Lion welcomes you to the Heart of the Village and offer

Home cooked Food, Sourced by local companies. We supply a choice of fine wines and real ale across the 
country. The team that welcomes you, come from the village, generation after generation, who will help you with 

all your needs 





Sunday nights
are the new

Friday nights!
Due to changes we had to make to meet to
Covid-19 regulations we unfortunately had

to cancel our popular first Friday club.

But fear not! We are replacing it with our new
Sunday night club! On the first and last Sunday

of every month, from 6pm - 9pm, we will be
open exclusively for drinkers, and there will be

20% off of all drinks.

In addition to the 20% off, you will be able
to grab free nibbles with your first drink.

Don’t forget to bring
your residents card



32 COMPETITION TIME

Calling all Young Artists!

Your chance to
win a signed
copy of
Modern Art
Explorer by
local author
Alice
Harman.

A book about
stories behind
famous
paintings at
the
Pompidou
Gallery.

Just draw, paint, or crayon a picture of your
favourite thing on the page opposite to win the
prize.
Send your entry to:
50 Sharps Close, Waddesdon HP18 0LZ, by post
or hand before December 1st.

Competition open to all children 10 years
of age and under



Name  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Age  . . . . .

Guardian contact number  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .







George Sharp, The Waddesdon Wheelwright
This article was first written after meetings in March 1979 between Mrs Cis Percival and the
author. Cis Percival, nee Sharp, was the daughter of George Sharp,Wheelwright.
The Newsletter is indebted to Alison Welsh who recently transcribed the original handwritten
copy.
Like most prosperous villages in the late nineteenth century,Waddesdon had a
Wheelwright who manufactured and repaired the many items used on the
surrounding farms and gardens. His name was Mr George Sharp and his house,
workshops and yard were located at the High Street entrance to the Golden Nob
allotment field.(Golden Mede).
When Mr Sharp first came to Waddesdon as a young man, he worked for Mr Crook
the Builder and Undertaker whose businesses required the services of a
Wheelwright. George walked the 10 mile journey along the Aylesbury - Bicester
Road from his parent's home at Arncott each Monday morning, and returned on
Saturday nights.Years later he humorously recalled grass growing down the middle of
the road!  
By the time he was 21, George was married and was 'on his own'. With his young
wife he had moved into one of the new houses which had been erected by the
Aylesbury Brewery Company, on the land alongside the 'Bottom Shop'.The brewery
also owned the shop which operated as a general store and off-license, (now the
Dental Practice). Presumably, George was given a choice of the houses and chose the
first one for its good access and large yard, and also because the brook
(Wottesbroke) which ran by the back door would be useful in his trade. The year
was 1885 and although the village had 'Chiltern Hills' water, the nearest stand- pipe
was inconveniently situated at the Baker Street - High Street junction.
George was amongst the last wheelwrights in the area who made his carts and
wagons from the raw material - both wood and iron. He purchased growing trees
(usually Elms) and flat bar and from these produced Oxfordshire wagons, Scotch
carts, barrows, ladders and numerous other items. His workshops included a general
shop, a second shop with a saw pit, a paint shop and a blacksmiths' shop. His
equipment included a wide range of hand tools as well as a lathe and smiths' forge.
The Sharp family had been Wheelwright's for several generations so it was only
natural that not only George and his three brothers' were in the trade but George's
sons also followed this tradition. The brothers would pool resources when buying
trees and share the effort of sawing them into planks by hand.This work was done
at the saw pit by rolling the tree trunk onto the pit and the saw worked by one man
on top and one in the pit.
The Wheelwright's trade is aptly named, for the major test a craftsman had, was in
making   wheels for the wagons and carts under construction.The wheel consisted
of felloes, hub, spokes and tyre, and these items were accurately handmade so that
on assembly the wheel was true and firm.
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First the Wheelwright cut out the felloes which are the curved outer segments of
the wheel, and of course the size and number differed according to the wagon size -
each felloe had two spoke sockets.The spokes were made of ash which had been
well seasoned.The hubs would have been roughly cut out perhaps two years earlier,
being left to become “hazelled” as the seasoning was called. Often the hubs were
used by the Sharp children as fireside stools during the winter months and others
were positioned about the workshops - conveniently for the number of old men
who seemed to congregate there.The finished hubs were fashioned on the lathe, and
the appropriate number of sockets cut into them for the spokes.
On assembly the various wooden components were tapped together and the wheel
trued by use of an adze, making it ready to have the tyre fitted. A certain amount of
precision and a lot of skill as a Blacksmith was now needed.
Using a Wheelwright's traveller (a wooden contraption consisting of a disc held in a
fork so that the disc could rotate on its axis), the Wheelwright carefully counted the
revolutions travelled to complete the circumference of the wheel and then used the
same method to measure the length of iron bar for the tyre.After cutting the bar to
length and fashioning a special splice joint at the ends, the bar was bent to produce
the tyre. The spliced joint was heated in the forge and welded by the blacksmith's
method i.e. the hammer.
In order to make the rim a tight fit on the wheel, it had purposely been made a
fraction too small. When several wheels had been prepared, Mr Sharp built a large
fire of blackthorn faggots over and around the stacked iron rims. Meanwhile one or
two of his children had been sent up to the 'stink pipe' to ask the assistance of
several out-of-work men who usually gathered there. (The 'stink pipe' was a sewer
vent pipe which stood near to the present-day entrance to the Police Station). For
these helpers there would be a shilling and free beer at the end of the work.

When the tyres were red-hot they would be individually fitted to the wheels in a
hectic flurry of sweating helpers who would be urged to “cold it” at the correct
time to stop the wheel going up in flames.The heat-expanded tyres burned into the
wheels and were cooled by water so that they shrank and became as 'tight as wire'.
The tyres were further secured by the use of tyre nails driven through prepared
holes in the rims.
George Sharp was a very hard-working man with skills that made him of special
value to the rural community, but his usefulness in a way, led to his death. In 1912
there were army exercises in the area with troops camped in the fields down to the
crossroads. One of the field kitchens had to be repaired and Mr Sharp was given
the job to be completed overnight, before 6 am. He “slaved” all night and completed
the work, but on getting home suffered a broken blood vessel. He never recovered
and died a year later aged 51 years.The wheelwright's work carried on through his
sons and the business came to an end in Waddesdon around 1960, with the death of
Ted Sharp, one of George’s sons. Norman Carr: October 2020  
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38 FROM THE MINISTER

In the autumn as the year dies away, we traditionally move into the season
of remembrance when on Remembrance Sunday we pause to pay tribute
to those who lost their lives to protect our freedom in the world wars.
This year, in such difficult circumstances under the veil of the pandemic,
everything feels especially poignant.
Our usual Remembrance Day events in our villages and special services in
churches have to be on a much smaller scale or are  not able to go ahead
at all.Also at this time of year, we would usually be  holding a special
service for All Souls, to which  all those who have been bereaved would be
invited to come back  to remember  those who they have loved and lost.
Again, things have to be very different. People have not been able to
arrange the kind of funerals they would wish for their loved ones and
Covid has robbed us of being able to share in time together after funerals
at wakes and gatherings and  to comfort each other in the usual way.
These kinds of life events and traditions help us to process what has
happened, help us to come to terms with things.They help anchor us and
give us strength. No wonder so many people feel a little at sea at present.
At Hallowe'en, children (and adults!) dress up to mock death's power
through play and ritual.We recall the saints who have gone before us on All
Saints Day, and our own beloved dead on the feast of All Souls.
This year, more than ever, many people have had to face up to the reality of
death and the fear of our own mortality. More people than usual have been
bereaved.And yet churches are unable to reach out as we would like into
the community with our usual traditions and gatherings at this time.
However, as a church community, we would like open our doors for you on
Remembrance Sunday (8th November) at St .Michael's and All Angel's
Church Waddesdon and St. Mary the Virgin Church,Westcott between 2 -
5pm, (with usual safety measures)   for you to wander in, to not only to
remember those who lost their lives in conflict, but also to remember all
those you love who have died.There will be a peaceful space with a chance
to light a candle, say a prayer and to soak in the sacred atmosphere of
these beautiful  buildings which have stood as a place of sanctuary and
worship for this community for generations.

The Revd Caroline Wainman
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St. Michael and All Angels, Waddesdon,  St. Mary the Virgin Church,
Westcott and St. Mary Magdalene Church, Upper Winchendon will be
open for socially-distanced services, with usual precautionary measures
in place on Sundays in November: Waddesdon every Sunday at 11am
and at Westcott on 1st and 15th November at 9.30am. Upper
Winchendon on 22nd November at 9.30am.
There will be a special joint service for the start of Advent for the
churches of Waddesdon, Upper Winchendon, Westcott and Fleet
Marston on Sunday 29th November at 11am at St. Michael and All
Angels church, Waddesdon.

Please remember to bring a mask and remain socially distanced or in
family bubbles.

For those who are still cautious about attending worship in church, live
streaming of Sunday services from local/national churches will continue:

Oxford Diocese https://www.oxford.anglican.org/coronavirus-covid-
19/livestream/

Rev David Meakin, Whitchurch
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1034472179979000/

Rev Steve and Sarah Flashman, Quainton
https://quaintonchurch.com/live-service/

Also 'Daily Hope' services and prayers - free phone line available 24 hours
on 0800 804 8044 

For more information about our open events or services or enquiries
regarding Weddings,  Baptisms, Funerals or for pastoral or spiritual care,
please contact The Revd Caroline Wainman on 01296-655069 or at
vicar@waddesdonparish.org



40 News

Waddesdon Village Radio – 9th November launch
Waddesdon Village Radio, the new
Internet radio station, has announced
when it will take to the air - on
Monday 9th November.The classic
hits station will operate from
Quainton Road - it's believed that
Waddesdon will be the first village in
the UK with its own dedicated
station.Trends in radio have changed
markedly over the last decade or so,
and the station definitely fits in the
new genre of 'ultra local' radio.The man behind it all is Simon Guettier, a
resident of Waddesdon for the last 11 years. Prior to retiring, Simon
worked in the radio industry for nearly 40 years.
But the idea really came as a result of the first lockdown back in March.
"I've always had a mini studio at home, because of my radio job", says
Simon, "and 6 months ago I decided that for a bit of a laugh I'd start a
Saturday night music and quiz show.And then, more recently, I thought - I
want to make this better."
Simon is quick to point out his gratitude to the Waddesdon Support
Group and the help and support he has received from them since March.
"I'm pretty much in self-isolation and they have been just fantastic.They
deserve huge credit, and they're such nice people."
So, how many staff work on this fledgling station? 
"Well, it's just me right now. Look, I've no idea how this is going to go ...
whether people will listen or not. But I'd really love people from the
village to go on air because this project should be all about our village
and our residents. I've set it up so that anyone can do a show from home
- and I'd really love people to have a go. I do think people will be
surprised how this station is going to sound. "
Time will tell. If you are interested in joining WVR - Waddesdon Village
Radio - all the contact details are on this website. www.wvr.digital.
WVR is in test transmissions at the moment, but Simon's Saturday show -
with the lockdown-inspired title of 'The Breakout' - is on every Saturday
night from 5-7.
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