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April Showers! May Flowers

In a month that has seen near-record low levels of rainfall,
these Snake’s Head Fritillaries can still be seen in the parish.

Once abundant in their natural habitat of water meadows, they
are now only seen in scattered locations in the UK.
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2 NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to
act as standby deliverers for the newsletter
Over 1200 copies of the Newsletter are delivered to homes in

Waddesdon,Westcott, Upper Winchendon and the surrounding areas.
This is all done by volunteers.We now have a nucleus of people who will

act as standby if anyone is unable to deliver at any time.



As always, a big thank you to all those involved in the newsletter reaching
the doors of residents of the parish.
This edition is available to view as a download from the parish council
website. www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Deadline for June 2021 issue:
20th May, 9pm.

1st May 2021
The Deadline for articles and adverts for the Newsletter is now the 20th of the
month.This is to enable the newsletter to be delivered as early as possible for
the following month.
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4 LOCAL NEWS

Condolences
We are saddened to report the death of long-time Waddesdon resident,
Sylvia Southam.
Many readers will have known Sylvia and her late husband Roy from their
involvement in village life over the years.
Sylvia was a loyal and diligent member of The Women’s Institute serving
for many years as its representative member of the Waddesdon Hall
Management Committee.
We offer our condolences and deepest sympathy to all the family.
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6 WADDESDON PARISH COUNCIL

May 2021Parish Council News

Spring is a magical time to be a part of the Waddesdon Community (not
to mention our surrounding parishes like Westcott). It has been
wonderful to see the children returning to school and the village pubs
offering outdoor refreshments. Please remember to keep to the Covid
guidelines and enjoy the village in all its Spring glory!
Community Centre: 
The Community Centre is now open for bookings.The Health Visitor
continues to hold 1-1 pre-booked meetings and we look forward to
welcoming new sessions from Monkey Music and The Young Actors Club
– details can be found on our website.The Emergency First Aid courses
will be re-arranged ASAP.
Waddesdon Vision:
This is a long-term plan and we will update just as soon as we get the
next steps agreed. Please keep an eye on our Facebook page.
Dogs:
There have been a number of incidents reported to the council regarding
dogs. Clearly the onus is always on the owner. Please pick up after your
dogs, the grounds team are often faced with strimming grass littered with
dog excrement. Not only is this unfair but is a health hazard. Bag it and
bin it! We are considering a trial of DNA analysis on excrement where
we track down those responsible for this thoughtless and unsanitary
behaviour.
We also ask that dogs are kept on leads in ALL recreation areas. Please
be considerate to others and keep your dogs well controlled in public
spaces.
Community Speed Watch:
The Speed Watch programme has re-started and we are looking for more
volunteers. Please go to www.communityspeedwatch.org and join the
Waddesdon Bucks  group for more information.
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Meetings:
We know that attending council meetings is difficult right now so if you
would like to take part please call or email the Clerk and we will arrange
assistance with technology.We will also hold a drop-in clinic on
Wednesday 5th May from 4.30pm – 6.30pm at the Community Centre
where councillors will be on hand to answer any questions you may have.
This will of course be subject to COVID restrictions and social
distancing.We will continue to hold clinics on the first Wednesday of each
month and welcome any questions or feedback you may have.
Dates for 2021:
Monday 30th August - Bank Holiday Fete (Community Centre)
Friday 5th November - Fireworks (Community Centre)
Sunday 5th December - Santa's Grotto (Community Centre)
Sunday 12th December - Over 60s Christmas Party (Waddesdon Hall)
Parish Council meetings continue to be held remotely via Zoom at 8pm.
19 May, 16 June, 21 July, 15 September, 20 October, 17 November, 15
December 
Agendas and draft minutes can be found on our website.We also urge
you to follow our Waddesdon Parish Council page and the Community
Centre page for updates.
How to report concerns:
Please report village issues/questions etc to the clerk who will, where
appropriate, bring them to the attention of the council. PLEASE report
any antisocial behaviour via 101 - the more people that report it the
more likely we are to see action.
REMINDER: To report, view or discuss local problems (including
potholes, fly-tipping, loose paving, vandalism etc) visit:
www.fixmystreet.com
For more information:
Melanie Rose, Clerk to the Council - (T) 01296 651800
(E) clerk@waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
(W) www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WaddesdonParishCouncilClerk/ 
Community Centre Bookings:
https://hallbookingonline.com/waddesdoncentre/



8 WADDESDON MANOR News & Events

Visiting Waddesdon this May 
We are delighted that, for the first time this year, the Manor Shop and
Aviary are now open and our shuttle buses are also running again
following the most recent changes in government guidance.Waddesdon is
open Wednesday-Sunday, 10am-5pm (last admission 3pm) for visitors to
enjoy.All visitors, including local residents and National Trust members,
must book an arrival time slot online.We hope to welcome you soon.
If you are coming to visit us this May, check our website before you visit
for the latest information on opening times, booking and to check what
facilities are open: https://waddesdon.org.uk/
From 19 May we will start reopening the ground floor of the house and
by the end of the month hope to have the first floor open too. The
Manor Restaurant will reopen for afternoon teas and the Five Arrows will
also reopen from 19 May.

Artisan Food Market
It was wonderful to welcome locals and traders to our first Artisan Food
Market since February 2020! We received much positive feedback from
those who were there and we hope you’ll join us for the next one taking
place on Sat 8 May, 10am-2pm in our Visitor Car Park.

Roses from my Garden exhibition 
From 19 May, we hope to re-open our free exhibition, Nick Knight: Roses
from my Garden. Discover a second series of Nick Knight’s large-scale,
painterly photographs which show the rose as an enduring symbol of
beauty. Inspired by the work of 16th and 17th century still life painters,
these images could not be more contemporary.Admission is free with
grounds tickets, numbers will be carefully managed by the team and face-
coverings must be worn in the gallery. Find out more:
https://waddesdon.org.uk/whats-on/nick-knight-roses/

Eythrope Walled Garden Tours 
Tours of Eythrope Garden begin this month and will run until October.
Whether a home gardener or a professional, a visit to this private
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Artisan Food Market
– 8th May

10am-2pm –Visitor Car Park

Rothschild garden will inform and inspire. Discover the four-acre walled
garden, glasshouses and orchard then enjoy a meal at the Manor
Restaurant inspired by seasonal produce from Eythrope.Tours take place
on Wednesdays, £50 tickets include a meal in the Manor Restaurant. Find
out more: https://waddesdon.org.uk/whats-on/eythrope-walled-garden-
tour/

Macbeth, The Lord Chamberlain’s Men
Our annual outdoor Shakespearean performance will take place on
Thursday 24 June. See the website for details.
Keep up with everything that’s happening throughout the year with our e-
newsletters. Sign up for these on our website: www.waddesdon.org.uk
You can also follow Waddesdon Manor on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter.We’d love to see your photos.

WSA Waddesdon Winner
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The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the ParishCouncil and will be
held on 18th May at 7.30pm via Zoom.This will be the first meeting of the
council following elections and is where we carry out annual tasks such as
electing a chairman, vice-chairman, appointments to other bodies, reviewing
policy documents etc.
Members of the public are welcome – please see our website for the agenda
nearer the time or our Facebook page for joining instructions.
If you are interested in becoming a Councillor or want to find out how you can
support your council, please email the Clerk.
Support during Lockdown
Whilst Lockdown restrictions are still in place, the village’s Community Support
Group volunteers are able to help. If you or a neighbour needs assistance
collecting a prescription from the dispensary, shopping for groceries or some
general help or advice during this situation please call 01296 532399. If you have
other suggestions to help our community during this time, please email
westcottcommunity@gmail.com
Guidance and support to help control the virus is regularly updated by the UK
government. See their website: www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Reminder:To report, view or discuss local problems (including potholes, fly-
tipping, loose paving, vandalism etc) visit: www.fixmystreet.com  
Keep up to date with council activities by visiting our website
www.westcottparishcouncil.gov.uk and following us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/Westcottparishcouncil
Melanie Rose, Clerk to the Council   
Email: clerk@westcottparishcouncil.gov.uk



Chairman’s Report 2020 to 2021
It has been a very strange year. When I wrote the Chairman’s report last
year we were two months into our first lockdown. Now I write a year
later as we emerge from our (hopefully) fourth and final.
Life has not returned to normality yet, but we are making progress!
Parish Council meetings are still being held virtually at present. There will
be no Annual Parish Meeting this year due to coronavirus and the Annual
General Meeting with our new council on 18th May will also be a virtual
meeting. You can of course attend these meetings online and we would
welcome seeing you there!
We do of course have an election on May 6th, however I am able to
inform you that as six of our present seven Councillors stood for re-
election and there were no other candidates we have all been re-elected
unopposed. Don’t however forget to go and vote for the elections to
Buckinghamshire Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner which
are taking place on the same day.
Your Parish Councillors are volunteers who give their time freely for the
benefit of the village. You can find out more information about the Parish
Council on our website or on the Parish Council Facebook page. Just
pop Westcott Parish Council in the search box.
Of course, the work of the Parish Council hasn’t stopped because of
Covid, though it may have slowed us down a little!  We are representing
you at meetings, assessing and objecting to planning applications, reporting
issues to Bucks Council and generally doing our best!
There has been some progress with work toward getting the Greenway
extended into Westcott and we are hoping to be able to do some more
work with speeding issues. So watch the website, the Facebook page and
the Waddesdon magazine for further information or attend one of our
meetings.
Thank you to our Clerk Melanie Rose and to all my fellow Councillors
for working through the pandemic. Thank you too to all our volunteers
who stepped up and helped out distributing meals, collecting shopping
and prescriptions and generally keeping our community running.

Sue Pusey, Westcott Parish Council Chairman

WESTCOTT PARISH COUNCIL 11



12 WADDESDON ESTATE News

Spring is definitely in the air and calving has made it a busy few weeks for
the Farm team.All our new cows have now arrived but lambing began in
early April and is still in full throw. Lambing is an exciting and busy period
in the farming calendar and we are lambing over 100 ewes this year. On
the Estate we have two breeds of sheep: North Country Mules and
Suffolk.The Mules are the sheep with the white legs and black and white
coloured heads and the Suffolk sheep have the dark coloured legs and
head.
It is always important to stick to the footpaths and bridleways across the
Estate and keep dogs on leads and clean up after them to reduce the
possibility of animal scaring, infection from dog faeces and even dog
attacks.When a sheep is chased or spooked it can have a devastating
result due to increased stress, and when pregnant, stress can cause the
loss of unborn lambs. Please follow the Countryside Code when walking,
cycling or riding on the Estate s public rights of way,
(https://waddesdon.org.uk/your-visit/grounds/waddesdon-rights-of-way),
and look out for signage around the footpaths to ensure you stay on
track and enjoy your walk at this beautiful time of year.
When visiting the Estate, you may have seen the farm machinery out in
the fields preparing and drilling the land; we have drilled spring wheat,
barley and linseed.The drier weather has allowed the farm to make great
headway in the preparation for this year  harvest and if you see the
tractors driving around the Estate please do give them a wave!
Rental Properties
If you would be interested to hear when any of our rental properties
become available, please email mforeman@waddesdonestates.co.uk with
your name, a contact number and a description of your property
requirements, (such as number of bedrooms), to be added to our lettings
list.
Contact Us
The contact email for the Waddesdon Estate office is
estateoffice@waddesdonestates.co.uk for any queries and please check
out our Instagram account: @waddesdonestates for the latest news.
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LOCAL ADVERTISING 13

To advertise free in
this space

email:
waddesdonnews@gmail.com

There is no charge for this service. It is

edited on a first come first served basis.

To place a small ad contact the Editor

via email: waddesdonnews@gmail.com

Small Adverts

FREE ADVERTS

Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

Northh Buckss   
Treee Surgeryy 

All aspects of Tree
Surgery: Crown Reduction,
Root Removal,

Hedgelaying, Cutting, Fencing, Tree and
Hedge Planting, Woodchip

Shawn Connor N.C.A, C&G, N.P.T.C.

012966 6510100 
Fully Qualified & Insured

The Old Bakery, High Street, Waddesdon

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S. D. FOWLER 

Please ring Steve on   
01296 487057 or   07885 590986 

01869 346800
Souldern Gate Garage, Souldern,
Bicester, Oxfordshire OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk
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WADDESDON MOT STATION LIMITED
(APPROVED VEHICLE TESTING STATION)

E JOHNSON MOTOR ENGINEERS
LIMITED

PETROL, DIESEL AND 3 WHEELED VEHICLES TESTED

SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

QUALITY SERVICE THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN

FREDERICK STREET WADDESDON HP18 0LX

TEL: 01296 651603

Call us now for all your gardening needs on
07917 540 583 or visit gardensbygathercole.co.uk

� Lawn Mowing
� Aeration & Scarification
� Hedge Trimming
� Mulching & Edging
� Plant Care

� Pressure Washing
� Garden Clearance
� Design & Landscaping
� Regular or one off visits
� Fully Insured

Looking for a reliable Gardener?
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QUAINTON CARPETS
The Natural Choice

All types of carpets supplied and professionally laid. Home selection & advice on qualities to
suit all budgets. We can install your own carpet for you. Contacts: Ray and Mark Burnham

14 Upper St, Quainton
Tel: 655208

Mark: 07747 013521
Ray: 07778 153792

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
The Big Top Nursery in Waddesdon recently celebrated its first birthday.

The nursery is set back from the High Street and backs onto open fields. We provide
full time care to children from the age of 3 months to 4 years. Open 51 weeks per

year, with sessions available for full days, mornings or afternoons. 2, 3 and 4 yer old
free funded place available

For further information call 01296 658898 www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

N.G.W. PROPERTY SERVICES
Design and build bathrooms/showers/wet rooms
Plastering
Tiling
Flooring
Decorating
All home maintenance projects

Quality workmanship Fully insured References on request
Neill Warburton 07920 826061 / 01296 651315 neillwarbs@aol.com

14 Upper St, Quainton

Tel: 01296 655408

Mark: 07747 013521

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
74C  High Street, Waddesdon

Offering childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years
Open 51 weeks per year, sessions available between 8.00 a.m – 6.00 p.m

Free FFE funded places available for 3 and 4 year olds in our pre-school room
Call now to arrange a visit to view our beautiful new nursery, with a fantastic outside space where children can learn and explore

Tel: 01296 658898  or visit our website www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

WADDESDON DENTAL

Tel: 01296 655577
5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury, HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk
www.waddesdondental.co.uk

� High quality general dental care
� Specialist care available
� Convenient location with on site

parking

� Sedation for anxious patients
� 0% finance options
� Late evening and Saturday

• High Quality Dental Care

• Invisalign Treatment

• Specialist Dental Care

• Hygienist Services

• Sedation for anxious patients

• White Fillings

• Tooth Whitening

• Implants

• 0% Interest finance options

• Become a practice plan member

from only £9.00 per month

Tel: 01296 655577

5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk  Www.waddesdondental.co.uk

New Patient Exams only £44.99 for a limited time only!



SELF EMPLOYED CARER
Available for individual care

Shopping, housework, accompanied visits, outings etc.

DBS checked to work with vulnerable & senior clients

Call Val on 01296 655937 or 07780 973973

16

Affinity
- Hair Design -

62 High Street  Waddesdon 01296 658875 

6 days a week, early Morning and Evening Appts available
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W. Humphries
Village Country & Equestrian Property

74 High Street Waddesdon Bucks

HP18 0JD.Tel: 01296 658270 
Or e-mail: bill@whumphries.co.uk

SALES & LETTINGS

Visit www.whumphries.co.uk or speak to
Bill on the above number for any 

property advice

The Old Dairy B&B
4 Highh Street,
Waddesdon,
Aylesbury, Buckss
HP18 0JAA

Tel: 07798 640248

Email: 
info@theolddairywaddesdon.co.uk
Contact: Helen Conyard

Your local Worcester, Bosch Accredited Plumbing &
Heating Specialists offering up to 10 year guarantee on

new Worcester Bosch boilers.

0800 433 2252 / 07540 409842
www.masonplumbing.co.uk

TIM KNIBB

Painter and
Decorator

Specialist Finishes

07857 868226
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DIY, ASSISTED DIY AND PART HORSE LIVERY
Stables in American style barn 

Individual grass paddocks with running water
20m x 40m floodlit outdoor arena with jumps

Private hacking and nearby bridle paths
Safe and secure on site tack room

Hay and straw provided
Based in Waddesdon, Buckinghamshire 

Contact 07415656569 for more details and pricing

The Bernwode Bus – Drivers Wanted !!!
In order for the service to expand we need some more volunteer

drivers who can help us to keep the bus running to more areas

and more days of the week.

We need drivers who can drive as little or as much as you like... 

Why not come and have a no obligation test drive to see if you

like it and can help support this great cause.

Please call Ashley on 07977 401548 for more details

Jackie

Mobile Hairdresser

Cutting, Styling and
Perming.

Call 01296 658483
or 07773 876264

OAP DISCOUNTS

Hands on animal encounters
Special seasonal events

Indoor & outdoor play

Fresh 'farm to fork' food

10am to 5.30pm    7 days a week

01296 670444
info@greendragonecofarm.co.uk

www.greendragonecofarm.co.uk

Hogshaw, MK18 3LA

GREEN DRAGON

ECO FARM
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Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

North Bucks   
Tree Surgery 

01296 651010 

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S.. D.. FOWLERR 
Electrical Contractor

Fully Qualified and Experienced
All types of electrical work undertaken

Pleasee ringg Stevee onn   
012966 4870577 orr   078855 590986 

� Free Estimates
� Freeview, Freesat & SKY
� Analogue & Digital TV Aerials
� FM Stereo Aerials
� DAB Aerials
� Problem Solving, Extra TV Points, TV Tun-

ing & Digibox Installations
Contact

��� �������			 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

 

KLS
Accountancy Services

Based in Westcott

For all of your accountancy needs
contact Kim Saunders MAAT

01296 651615

07738 946427

kim@klsaccountancyservices.co.uk

–  feed & weed  –  moss control  –  scarification  –
aeration  –  lawn refurb  –  pest & disease control

contact Tony on 01296 534500
email: info@lawntonics.co.uk        www.lawntonics.co.uk

Carlie McRae 
Mobile Beauty Therapist

Specialising in Nails, Waxing,

Facials and Holistic Treatments 

Call 07807923415 
For more information
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Quality Carpentry

Internal and External
From Kitchens and Doors

To Roofs and Floors
Give us a try!

Free Estimates
(01296) 730276

You can try bowls at any time by contacting

our Secretary Peter Smith on 01844 238125.

You will always be made welcome by our
members who contrary to popular belief

consist of many under 30s.
We do have official coaches but why not come

along and have a go first.

It's free and a lovely way to spend a summer

evening followed by a drink at the bar.

Website: www.waddesdonbowlsclub.co.uk

Contact Mark Taylor
07564 456641 – 01296 658007
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Contact

��� �������		 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

The Claydon Building Company

Local Tradesman with over 16 Years’ Experience – Fully Qualified and

Insured – No Job Too Small

All aspects of building work undertaken including:

Extensions – Loft Conversions – Garage Conversions – Landscaping – Patios –

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Roofing – Driveways – General Maintenance

Check Out Our Facebook and Instagram Pages
References can be Provided
Contact Baz for a free quote on 07792 879375 
Email at theclaydonbuildingcompany@gmail.com
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WRIGHT STORAGE
SERVICES

Storage now available
in Waddesdon.

For further information

Contact

Tel: 01296 658003

Mob 07977 472125

G. M. BECKETT
Bricklayer

35 years experience

For all your brickwork needs

No job too small!

01296 651497
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LAWN MOWER REPAIRS   

Bakerr Streett   
Engravingss 

Individually designed engravings for
cups, tankards, shields, I.D. tags

and small industrial plates.
Trophies supplied.

GLASS ENGRAVING A SPECIALITY

Proprietor: Mike Evans
The Bungalow, Baker Street

Waddesdon, Bucks
Tel: 01296 658129

ACE REPAIRS
· All Gutter/Roof problems solved
· Gutter/Roof Cleaning
· Conservatory Cleaning
· UPVC Fascias/Guttering
· Soakaways Maintained/

New Soakaways
· Storm Repairs

Free Quotations / Fair Prices

CALL MARTIN 01296 483221
07768 333810
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QUAINTON GARAGE (Est. 1946)

Approved MOT Testing Station

All cars, modern or classic [including 4x4] repaired

Servicing to manufacturer's schedules or customer's requirements

Diagnostics, Brakes, Suspension, Steering, Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries 

Lower Street, Quainton.    Tel: 01296 655286

To advertise here
Contact Caroline Winton at

arwinton@aol.com

Prices for advertising are
1/6th page £60,

1/3rd page £100,
and £250 per year for a full page
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_itsastitchup

It’s a Stitch Up Bespoke 
Soft Furnishings

A personal and bespoke service 
especially for you. Made to measure 

curtains, blinds and more.

To discuss your ideas, please get in touch.

Tel. 07775 904871
Email. livi.hunter@googlemail.com

Providing beautiful handmade soft 
furnishings for your home.

www.itsastitchupsoftfurnishings.com

Quality Bespoke Joinery in your local area who offer a full and friendly fitting
service and specialise in listed buildings for all your wood based needs

Unit 5a, Upper Barn Farm, Westcott, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 0JX
T: 01296 651951

sales@oakvalejoinery.com • Facebook @Oakvalejoinery
www.oakvalejoinery.com
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NEWS 31

Love your Rivers
Do you take your daily exercise along one of our lovely local rivers, or
are you planning for a holiday at the seaside as COVID restrictions are
relaxed? If so perhaps you could spare a thought for what you flush down
the loo and where it ends up.
There are many sources of pollution which impact on our rivers and
beaches, including run-off from agricultural industries and roads, as well as
sewage wastewater discharges.This is a big issue for us to solve on our
own, but we can all play a part by looking after our local water resources.
Aylesbury sits at the top of the River Thame catchment, so anything
people can do to help here will have the greatest impact downstream.
How can you help? The most essential thing to remember is that only
three P’s should go down the loo - pee, poo, (toilet) paper! Wipes flushed
down toilets cause serious problems in the sewerage systems,
contributing to fatbergs which cause blockages and sewage overflows and
has a major impact on the environment.
The River Thame Conservation Trust has compiled a page of top tips for
protecting your local freshwaters - Advice for Households - with advice
on everything from disposing of sanitary products, reducing microplastic
pollution from your clothes wash, and how to check whether your house
drains are correctly connected. By following this advice you’ll help keep
our rivers and beaches healthy and clean of pollution, making your walks
and holidays so much more enjoyable.

� The River Thame runs 40 miles from north of Aylesbury in
Buckinghamshire to the village of Dorchester on Thames in Oxfordshire.
Its many brooks and streams wind through both counties providing
beautiful areas for people and wildlife.

� Set up in 2013, the River Thame Conservation Trust brings together
local residents with farmers, landowners, anglers and naturalists to
monitor, safeguard and enhance water quality and wildlife populations in
and along the River Thame and its tributaries. Our vision is a river
catchment with healthy fresh waters and wildlife, valued and enjoyed by
local people.

� For more information visit www.riverthame.org 



Waddesdon Parish Council Chairman’s
Report 2021
A very warm spring greetings to the residents of the parish of Waddesdon.
It seems a distant memory to me now that I was presenting the 2019 annual
report at the village hall and here I am now, in 2021, writing to you again. But
wait, what, you ask, happened to 2020? 
Let me say we had planned for our regular meeting in May, and I was looking
forward along with the rest of the council to seeing many of you in person
again to deliver the annual report. Unfortunately, and like so many meetings,
gatherings and activities, Covid-19 closed the facilities, and we were told to
stay at home and to stay safe.
However, considering all the challenges Covid-19 brought, your council has
not been sat with its feet under the proverbial table waiting for the village to
spring back to life. Like so many of us whilst lockdown endured, we painted
that fence, tended to that lawn, and tidied those borders, and during the
quiet months of the summer we spent time planning the refurbishment of
the community centre and drew up the Waddesdon Vision document.
From our priorities list first was the community centre, which when fully
open will be of huge benefit to the residents of the village. It has been
redecorated both inside and out, modernised, and fitted out to suit a variety
of different user s needs.And once restrictions are lifted, I encourage you to
come down and see for yourselves just what an asset the centre is.
Next the Waddesdon Vision. I trust many of you have already seen the flyers,
posters and read about it on our website and in the village newsletter and I
hope taken part in providing feedback to the council. Based on your
feedback, it has been very well received with hundreds of positive comments,
suggestions and offers of help and support from many corners of the
community. We all understand this is an ambitious project and once
restrictions have lifted, I invite you to join us at the community centre, where
the council can share details of the project, answer your questions and most
importantly, to me especially, listen to your concerns.We want to hear your
views, your feedback, be it good or bad – like all projects this is where your
involvement from the very earliest stages can help build an environmentally
friendly, ecologically balanced and sustainable feature for the village of
Waddesdon that will be enjoyed for years to come.
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Living in Waddesdon is, for most of us, a great joy and blessing. Our
community spirit is high, people find friendship, support, and marvel at our
picturesque surroundings and many new faces over the last year have moved
to Waddesdon to become part of our growing community. I cannot tell you
how proud this makes me feel when I hear a new resident tell me they
moved here because they have only ever heard  good of Waddesdon and its
community .
As 2020 has reminded us we are indebted to those who contribute so much
by supporting the village during the recent challenges and I trust that my
thanks and the thanks of all the residents who benefited from their acts of
kindness has not gone unnoticed. I extend these thanks to the grounds team
who you may have noticed have been busy throughout the last year –
despite all the restrictions they have gone above and beyond to ensure the
village is kept to the very high standard we all can agree it is.
Sadly, we do have challenges and we are all fully aware there are major
parking problems with no obvious answers yet and the traffic volumes on
the High Street continue to grow year on year.We know you worry about
HS2, and the East-West rail construction traffic and many of you have shared
with me that you are concerned about over development.
I wish I had the answers to these questions, right now we do not, however,
your council is always reviewing opportunities as they emerge, revisiting
previous plans where change may offer new possibilities and we are as a
council never complacent.
Let us pray 2021 allows a return to the Waddesdon we remember, a vibrant
village free from the shackles of Covid-19 driven by a community spirit that
has endured though lockdown after lockdown.Thank you.

Steve Walker, Chairman
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For more information:
Melanie Rose, Clerk to the Council - (T) 01296 651800
(E) clerk@waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
(W) www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WaddesdonParishCouncilClerk/ 
Community Centre Bookings:
https://hallbookingonline.com/waddesdoncentre/
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This month we were taken on a virtual tour of Highgrove Gardens, the
home of HRH Prince Charles and Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall.

We learnt how sustainable Highgrove gardens are, which includes
organically managing 15 acres of land.We were delighted to see all the
different seasons reflected in the virtual tour.We particularly liked the
Stumpery and the many sculptures situated around the garden. It was an
inspiring tour of a garden that has been very much loved and cared for by
those who own it and work there.

In May we look forward to a talk from Anthony Long from Thame
museum about “Midsomer Murders.We are all looking forward to finding
out more about this locally filmed TV detective series.

We are hopeful that our June meeting will follow our programme of
events for 2021. Further information will be available nearer the time via
our Facebook page or “Our WI page in the Newsletter”.

Our diary for 2021 will be via zoom until we are able to meet up again.
Our committee has researched and found a diverse range of different
activities to enjoy which can all be done in the comfort and safety of our
own home.Why not find out how you can be entertained and enjoy the
experience of interactive activities with our WI members!!

Please be assured that our famously celebrated “sell-out” Murder Mystery
evening will return.The date has been set for Saturday 16 October 2021.
Tickets will be available nearer the time.

We have a varied programme to suit all ages and tastes. We meet on the
2nd Monday of each month. For further details contact the Secretary,
Kathryn Aldersea on 07739 300229. email:
kathryn.aldersea@hotmail.co.uk or find us on our Facebook page –
Waddesdon WI.



Coming soon to our Village
We would like to introduce the 
“Wild Aylesbury Vale Eco Competition”
This is a competition for residents, community groups and organisations in the
Vale to try and entice people out into their gardens and local green spaces to
enjoy the environment and promote the need to look after it.The competition
will be launched on 1st March with fantastic Eco Prizes to be won and
everybody is encouraged to join in, even if you only have a window box! 
We are teaming up with BBOWT, Buckinghamshire Council and our local
Councillors to get everyone out and about safely this spring.There will be lots
of prizes to be won and no charge to enter.
So, whether it's a window box, wildlife pond, wildflower meadow or
community orchard, no idea is a bad idea as long as it helps wildlife and mental
health! 
There will be more details on our Facebook page and website over the next
few weeks, so take a look at how you can make our village the overall winner
in the village category and possibly bag an Eco prize for your family!
Let's beat those lock down Blues and replace them with Eco Smiles!

Waste Collection dates
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Cricket Club Origins
This article was originally written in 1980.We are indebted to Alison
Welsh for transcribing it from the hand-written copy.
The villagers of 100 years ago had very few reasons to venture beyond
the Parish boundaries. Shops and businesses within the community could
provide or soon obtain just about every commodity that ordinary people
could desire and afford, and the village amenities evolved as always, within
the constraints of supply and demand.
Those people who wished to travel for business or other reasons
accepted that those areas not served by the continuously extending
railway network,could only be reached on foot or by horse transport. In
this situation the village population tended to be suspicious of outsiders,
but extremely keen to represent or support their representatives in
inter-village activities. Things were beginning to improve for everyone,
and life for the first time since the enclosures, began to include non-
sectarian social activities.
The period covering 1874 to 1890 was one of fundamental change that
resulted from the transformation of the Waddesdon Estate, and the
construction of the Manor for Baron Rothschild.The same period saw
the emergence of the first sports clubs in the village. Locally arranged
sports fixtures were to form the basis of today's properly organised
district leagues and county organisations.Waddesdon s teams were active
in both cricket and football matches against other village and town teams.
During the summer of 1878 the Bucks Herald printed reports of matches
played by Waddesdon Cricket Club, all of which were played 'away from
home'. It is safe to suppose that at this time the fledgling club had not
yet obtained a home ground,and from the results one can see they had
quite a lot to learn!
18th May 1878 Vale of Aylesbury 27 - 17 Waddesdon 20 - 6-2.
20th July Weedon 31 - 41-2 Waddesdon 20 - 50
24th August Hartwell 31 - 42-7 Waddesdon 29 - 44
7th September Vale of Aylesbury 86 Waddesdon 38 - 47
It can be assumed that the existence of a properly equipped cricket club
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commenced in 1879 when after playing one game 'away' in June against
Leighton Buzzard (lost by an innings and nine runs) a match was at last
played at Waddesdon.
The following is copied from the Bucks Herald: 5th July 1879.
Waddesdon 24,Weedon 30-0.
The above teams played a friendly match at Waddesdon on Tuesday but
the unfavourable state of the weather prevented any high scoring, stumps
were not pitched until 4 pm so that the match had to be decided in one
innings each. Weedon won the toss and sent Waddesdon in and were
again victorious the first two batsmen running up a score of 30 without
losing a wicket. An excellent supper was provided by host Cockerell of
the Five Arrows Inn.
Waddesdon's team: J. Price, J. Lane,W. Chappell, G.Ward, J. Franklin, R.G. Marks,
D. Newell, E. Grace,W. Bushnell, J. Saunders, H Thorne.
In other matches the teams included J Simms, G. Cannon,W & J Griffin, R.
Crook, J. Uff,T Cowley, J. Dimmock, S.Wheeler, H. Judd,A Holland, J & E
Saunders, R & T Jones and A. Dodwell.
Several enlightening points may be extracted from these old reports: the
first being the habit of playing matches on any of the six weekdays, so
presumably the employers were obliging in this respect; secondly the
normal game consisted of two innings for each team; third - Waddesdon
played for at least two seasons before winning a game; fourth - as the
present Five Arrows Hotel was not completed until 1887, the Old
Marlborough Arms which stood on the site had been renamed The Five
Arrows Inn for the period covering the last ten years or so of its
existence. (This is confirmed in Kelly's Directory for 1877); fifth the game
reported above was probably won by a Weedon batsman hitting a six as
the scores were 24 - 30.
Of the names listed in the very first matches there has been one family
which has continued its association with Waddesdon's Cricket Club until
the present day 1980 - the Franklin family. The writer is indebted to Mr
Oliver Franklin for much of the information contained in this article.

Norman Carr 
April 2021
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Light at the end of the tunnel
At last, do we see light at the end of the tunnel? As I write,
well over half of the adult population in England has been
vaccinated, shops have re-opened, we can meet friends for a
drink at the pub (albeit outside) It is as if we have been
released from captivity.As we slowly emerge, blinking in the
brightness of the daylight, we wonder what we are going to
find out there.
The thing is, I think that we’ll find that the past year has not
only changed the world, but has changed us too.
Studies have taken place on submarine crews, astronauts and other people for
whom living in confinement for extended periods is part of the day job. Not only
does isolation for long periods of time bring about feelings of loneliness, anger and
resentment (I expect most of us can identify with at least some of those feelings
over the last year), it also manifests itself in feelings of lethargy and fatigue (and
that!) 
The experts also describe a new and different phase as we emerge from lockdown.
They call it the  'Reunion Phase' and it is described as “a rollercoaster of emotions”
brought on by the anticipation of release from isolation as we come to terms with
the new normal.
It is a form of reverse culture shock. Having lived under restrictions for nearly a
year, most of us have built new habits and adapted to life with restrictions. Because
habits are not formed or broken overnight, there will inevitably be circumstances
that make us feel uncomfortable as society emerges from lockdown.
We may be adversely affected by the busyness, the noise and the action. Or if we
have been locked down with a house full of children, the release may well leave a
sense of bereavement or lack of purpose. Many will feel frustrated by the “lost year”
and the utter sadness of missing out on things they hold dear, such as being able to
take part in family events, go on holiday, even being able to bury our loved ones and
mourn their loss in the way we need. It is bound to take some considerable time to
process. It has been quite a trauma.
Many people have had time to reset their priorities, to re-evaluate their hopes and
dreams. I doubt there are many people left unchanged by the experience. Many
people are desperate to pick up things where they left off, for others, there will be
certain ways they have vowed never to return to, or new things they have
discovered during lockdown that they will continue in their new post- pandemic life.
For some, this unprecedented time has given them a new perspective in which they
were forced to jump off the rollercoaster of life and really consider the bigger
picture. Some people have engaged more with the spiritual dimension of life for
maybe the first time. For many, this experience has left more questions than
answers.
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Noticeboard
We are working towards is to re-open for in-person worship as from the feast
of Pentecost (23rd May).We would love you to join us for this celebratory
service which will take place at 11am at St. Michael and All Angels church,
Waddesdon. It is hoped that we will then be able to resume our usual pattern of
services in June.
Waddesdon every Sunday at 11am.Westcott on 1st and 3rd Sundays at 9.30am.
Upper Winchendon on 2nd and 4th Sundays at 9.30am.
Until this date we will continue with Sunday services at 10am on Zoom. For
details please do not hesitate to contact the Vicar, Revd Caroline for links and
further details. More details will be available on our website
www.waddesdonparish.org
For any concerns or enquiries regarding Weddings, Baptisms, Funerals or for
pastoral or spiritual care, please contact The Revd Caroline Wainman on 01296-
655069 or at vicar@waddesdonparish.org

What has brought comfort to me in these times, is that whilst there is a “season for
everything under the sun” what remains solid is God in his son Jesus Christ.
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8
Whatever the pandemic threw at us all it was unable to destroy the wonderful
sense of community spirit here in the parish and many examples of how ordinary
people did the most extraordinary things to care for their neighbour.We were
delighted in just a small way to be able to engage with our community on Good
Friday with the help of the wonderful Bernie Bus team to deliver 200 Easter eggs
out into the community to those who we thought might be cheered up by receiving
one. No pandemic could dampen the positivity and warmth created on that day.
We are delighted to be working towards opening our doors again for in-person
services as from the Feast of Pentecost (Sunday 23rd May). If you would like to join
us, a faithful band of Christians who, like you, are trying to make sense of life in
these most unsettling times but are hugely comforted by their faith in a forever -
faithful God, you would be so very welcome.

With every blessing – Revd Caroline

The parish Churches of Waddesdon,
Upper Winchendon and Westcott
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