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Forever Snowdrops

In a collaboration between Waddesdon Foundation
and Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity,

500 3-headed snowdrops will mark a temporary
installation at the Aviary Gardens, Waddesdon Manor
for two weeks in March. See inside for information to

purchase a fabulous keepsake.
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2 NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to
act as standby deliverers for the newsletter

Over 1200 copies of the Newsletter are delivered to homes in
Waddesdon,Westcott, Upper Winchendon and the surrounding areas.

This is all done by volunteers.We now have a nucleus of people who will
act as standby if anyone is unable to deliver at any time.

To advertise in this newsletter contact
Caroline Winton on 07767 422342
or email her at arwinton@aol.com.

Prices for advertising
1/6th page, (62mm wide x 60mm deep). £60 for full year

1/3rd page, (128mm wide x 60mm deep). £100 for full year
Half page, (128mm wide x 90mm deep). £125 for full year
Full page, (128mm wide x 185mm deep). £250 for full year

A full year equals 11 issues, no publication in August
For a one-off insertion please contact newsletter for prices.

The deadline for copy is the 20th, for the next months issue.



We welcome advertisements, announcements from individuals and organisations,
articles and letters but we reserve the right to publish or not.
Please sign your copy.
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editorial team.

All copy should be submitted electronically to
waddesdonnews@gmail.com.

Or any queries please phone 07973 298094.
This edition is available to view as a download from the parish council
website. www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Deadline for March 2022 issue: 20th February, 9pm.
1st February 2022

The Deadline for articles and adverts for the Newsletter is now the 20th of the
month.This is to enable the newsletter to be delivered as early as possible for
the following month. Email address: waddesdonnews@gmail.com
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4 LOCAL NEWS

WILDLIFE WEEK AT GREEN DRAGON

Green Dragon Eco Farm are excited to announce the new-to-2022 experience,
Wildlife Week. Inspired by the Chinese New Year, the farm will be educating families
& children more about this cultural tradition, while of course adding their own fun
twist too!
With 2022 being the Chinese New Year of the Tiger, the attraction will be
highlighting Wildlife as a focal point in the week 2nd to 6th February, with exciting
daily animal encounters, tours and activities for visitors to enjoy. During this week,
the farm are also educating people about the great work that local Wildlife Hospital
Tiggywinkles do, and in doing so they will be donating 5% of all farm admission
proceeds to go towards this great centre, helping in their mission to rescue and
rehome all species of British Wildlife.
Each day, there will be fun activities for both children and adults to enjoy.These
range from watching the carnivore feeding, FREE bird displays, experiencing a
Wildlife Zone tour, making animal crafts and even a Wild card activity! Other
Wildlife organisations will also be attending the site to discuss the great work they
do and how people can get involved, including the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and
the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust.
Green Dragon Eco Farm has its very own Wildlife Zone, with many different UK &
European Wildlife to be seen, including cats like the Lynx and Scottish Wildcat.The
farm is focusing on conserving rare breeds & wildlife, while giving visitors the chance
to see this in action and learn more about these fascinating animals. Other residents
in the Wildlife Zone include the Bennett’s Wallaby, the Silver Fox and the European
Polecat.
At the centre of the Wildlife Zone, daily bird displays can be found and watched
with our expert staff and range of birds, from the Barn Owl to the European
Kestrel. For this exclusive week, the flying bird display will be FREE to watch
(visitors will just need to make sure they have pre-booked their space in advance,
either online or at the reception when visiting).





6 WADDESDON PARISH COUNCIL

February 2022Parish Council News

Welcome to the February newsletter.
We have been lucky to have some beautiful crisp cold days over the last month
and this really shows Waddesdon in the best light.We extend our thanks as always
to our Grounds Team for keeping the village looking so good.We urge everyone
to play their part and help keep our village tidy.
Budget
The draft budget for 2022/23 has been agreed and the precept set at £110,188
(an increase of 2%).This equates to £150.67 pa for a band D house (an additional
£3.70 per year).
Keeping the Community Safe
There has been a spate of rural crime recently so please review your security
procedures. Check your sheds are secure and that you don’t leave any valuables in
your vehicles.We do have CCTV covering the Community Centre and Play Park.
Please do report incidents in these areas to us so that we can follow up.
Queens Jubilee:  
On 2nd June at 9.45pm we will be joining the nation in lighting our beacon at the
Community Centre.We are also planning an event during this long bank holiday
weekend and would welcome any input from residents. Our next drop-in session
is on Saturday 5th February 10am-12noon in the Community Centre and we
intend to use this as a discussion group so that we have a joined up plan for the
village. Everyone is welcome to bring ideas and thoughts.
Football Field:
A number of trees have been planted adjacent to the football field. Unfortunately,
these will have to be removed so the Grounds Team can level the area. In future,
please notify the council if you wish to plant anything on our land. If you have
planting suggestions, we are always open and indeed we are actively planting in
some areas - why not attend a PC meeting and bring your ideas?
Community Centre:
The following facilities are available to hire: large main hall (up to 50 guests
standing or 30 seated): office/meeting room: football pitch/playing field with
changing facilities
Please book via our website: https://hallbookingonline.com/waddesdoncentre/     
If you have any queries, please contact the Administrator by emailing:
booking@waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk  
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Meetings:
Our next drop-in clinic will be on Saturday 5th February from 10am-12noon at
the Community Centre. Councillors will be available to answer your questions.
Parish Council meetings are held in the Community Centre and start at 8pm.
Future meetings: 16th February, 16th March.Agendas and draft minutes can be
found on our website. Please let us know if you are attending so that we can keep
it Covid secure.
Volunteering:
We do still have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor. If you are unable to commit to
a full Parish Council role, please consider joining our list of dedicated community
volunteers.We can’t put on events and support the community without them.You
can commit as much or as little time as you have; if you feel you can help, please
email the Clerk.
Diary Dates for 2022: 
Annual Parish Meeting 4th May. Bank Holiday Fun Day 29th August. Please follow
our Waddesdon Parish Council and Community Centre Facebook pages for
updates.
How to report concerns:
Please report village issues/questions etc to the clerk who will, where appropriate,
bring them to the attention of the council. PLEASE report any antisocial behaviour
via 101 - the more people that report it the more likely we are to see action.To
report, view or discuss local problems such as potholes, fly-tipping, loose paving,
vandalism etc visit: www.fixmystreet.com
How to complain
We take complaints very seriously and we want to try to please as many residents
as we can.We also want to be able to take constructive feedback on board.
Recently we have received complaints that have been anonymous, rude and
sometimes unreasonable. Should you wish the Parish Council to address your
complaint it must be made in writing either by letter or email or in person at the
Community Centre, it must NOT be anonymous (as we can’t respond fairly) and
we will not engage in social media debates.Thank you for your co-operation.

For more information:
Melanie Rose, Clerk to the Council - (T) 01296 651800
(E) clerk@waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
(W) www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WaddesdonParishCouncilClerk/ 
Community Centre Bookings: https://hallbookingonline.com/waddesdoncentre/



8 WADDESDON MANOR News & Events

Waddesdon grounds opening – update
Throughout February, our grounds will be open Wed-Sun, 10am-4pm.Also
Mon 21 & Tues 22 Feb for half-term. Please check our website for the
latest information before you visit.

Enjoy the great outdoors 
Stretch your legs and breathe in fresh air as you enjoy a scenic winter
walk through the grounds. See the first signs of spring appearing as
thousands of snowdrops burst into life and early daffodils bring a
welcome splash of bright colour.Waddesdon’s grounds are open Wed-
Sun, 10am-4pm.

Have an animal adventure this half-term
Get exploring with our Birds & Beasts family trail this half-term! The
Waddesdon Rothschild’s loved animals, can you find all the unusual
creatures they cared for along Miss Alice’ Drive? Complete the trail to
claim your souvenir. Refuel with tasty homemade refreshments from our
food-to-go outlets.We recommend booking grounds entry tickets and
trails in advance (£3.50 per trail with grounds admission). 19-27 Feb,
10am-4pm. Last entry 3pm. Book: https://waddesdon.org.uk/whats-
on/february-half-term/ 

Manor shop 
Between 2-18 February, our Manor shop will be closed to visitors for
essential maintenance.You can still shop all of our products online.
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Whether you’re after fine wines or local produce, find a treat for
someone special this Valentine’s.Take a look:
https://waddesdon.org.uk/shop/ 

Valentine’s at the Five Arrows 
Treat your loved ones to a Valentine’s meal to remember at the Five
Arrows. Enjoy a spectacular four-course menu created by our talented
chefs with delicious food and a glass sparkling rosé champagne.Available
9-12 Feb, £49.50 per person. Find out more:
https://fivearrowshotel.co.uk/valentines/ 

For any features or newsworthy articles

that you would like published in the

Waddesdon Newsletter

please

Email: waddesdonnews@gmail.com

This March, a temporary installation of 500 hand-crafted snowdrops is in
the Aviary Gardens at Waddesdon Manor. In partnership with Florence
Nightingale Hospice, the snowdrops will be dedicated to loved ones no
longer here, offering a place to reflect. See our website to find out more:
https://waddesdon.org.uk/whats-on/forever-flowers/to find out how to
dedicate a snowdrop.
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This year has got off to a good start with the confirmation of a grant
from the HS2 Road Safety Fund to purchase two SIDs (Speed Indicator
Devices). They will be positioned at either end of the village and will be
able to capture data from vehicles entering and leaving the village.This
will give us a good idea of what speeds vehicles are travelling at.We will
also be doing more Speed Watches from the Spring and would love more
volunteers to help with this.
Our next meeting will be on 8th March at 7.30pm in the Cricket Club
Pavilion and members of the public are very welcome to attend.We have
a 15-minute open session where you are able to raise any concerns to
the council. Please see our website or noticeboard for the agenda nearer
the time. Future meetings: 19th April, 10th May (Annual Parish Meeting)
Reporting Problems:To report, view or discuss local problems (including
potholes, fly-tipping, loose paving, vandalism etc) visit:
www.fixmystreet.com  

Melanie Rose
Clerk to the Council   
Email: clerk@westcottparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.westcottparishcouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Westcottparishcouncil

WSA Waddesdon Winner
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Our new calves have started to arrive and lambing will start in spring. Look
out for our new arrivals when enjoying a walk, cycle or horse ride on the
estate. Please remember to keep to the designated footpaths and bridleways
and keep dogs on leads and under control at all times.We appreciate that it is
tempting to walk or ride away from the public rights of way, but straying from
the paths can have a remarkably negative impact on the land, crop yields and
livestock, and it is a health and safety risk to the public too, as users put
themselves in the way of farm vehicles and machinery when walking off the
designated routes. Please remember to clean up after your dog as the health
of livestock can be severely affected if dog faeces are ingested and it can cause
an animal to abort their young.This is both devastating to the animal and the
farmer.
Think ahead and follow the Countryside Code to keep the estate and its
footpaths a tidy and beautiful place to walk.Wear appropriate footwear so you
can stick to the set rights of way, (the footpath map can be found at
www.waddesdon.org.uk/about-us/waddesdon-estate/).We know the paths are
muddy, because the paths are being very well used.Also, if you are walking
either in the early morning or late afternoon/evening, please wear a bright
coat or something reflective so that you can be easily seen in the dark,
especially important where the footpaths follow the route of an estate road.
For any keen birdwatchers, a walk along the footpath that runs adjacent to the
Eythrope wetlands area will likely reward you with the sight of the ever
increasing numbers of birds we are attracting here.At the last count, 122
different bird species were counted at the wetlands, both resident and
migratory, including Cuckoo, Goosander, Green Sandpiper, Jack Snipe, Pink-
footed Goose,Whooper Swan and Woodcock.
Rental Properties
If you would be interested in hearing about when any of our rental properties
become available, please email mforeman@waddesdonestates.co.uk with your
name, a contact number, email address and a description of your property
requirements, (number of bedrooms), to be added to our lettings list.
For all the latest news about what is happening on Waddesdon Estate, please
follow us on Facebook, (Waddesdon Estate) and on Instagram
(@waddesdonestates).Also, if you have any queries or comments about our
work, please contact the Estate Office using the email address
estateoffice@waddesdonestates.co.uk



Please go to the Florence Nightingale website for all
information on how to order a snowdrop:

https://www.fnhospice.org.uk/events/forever-flowers/ 
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LOCAL ADVERTISING 13

To advertise free in
this space

email:
waddesdonnews@gmail.com

There is no charge for this service. It is

edited on a first come first served basis.

To place a small ad contact the Editor

via email: waddesdonnews@gmail.com

Small Adverts

FREE ADVERTS

COACH NICOLA

Women's Health and Fitness specialist

Making a positive difference to your health, confidence and fitness
so you can be active, have fun and enjoy life.

My programmes will 

* get you fitter & stronger * reconnect you to your pelvic floor & core *

* guide you through a positive menopause * help you to run with ease *

* heal your diastasis * help with recovery from POP & hysterectomy *

Visit www.coachnicola.com for more information.

email hello@coachnicola.com
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WADDESDON MOT STATION LIMITED
(APPROVED VEHICLE TESTING STATION)

E JOHNSON MOTOR ENGINEERS
LIMITED

PETROL, DIESEL AND 3 WHEELED VEHICLES TESTED

SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

QUALITY SERVICE THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN

FREDERICK STREET WADDESDON HP18 0LX

TEL: 01296 651603

Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

Northh Buckss   
Treee Surgeryy 

All aspects of Tree
Surgery: Crown Reduction,
Root Removal,

Hedgelaying, Cutting, Fencing, Tree and
Hedge Planting, Woodchip

Shawn Connor N.C.A, C&G, N.P.T.C.

012966 6510100 
Fully Qualified & Insured

The Old Bakery, High Street, Waddesdon

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S. D. FOWLER 

Please ring Steve on   
01296 487057 or   07885 590986 

01869 346800
Souldern Gate Garage, Souldern,
Bicester, Oxfordshire OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk
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QUAINTON CARPETS
The Natural Choice

All types of carpets supplied and professionally laid. Home selection & advice on qualities to
suit all budgets. We can install your own carpet for you. Contacts: Ray and Mark Burnham

14 Upper St, Quainton
Tel: 655208

Mark: 07747 013521
Ray: 07778 153792

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
The Big Top Nursery in Waddesdon recently celebrated its first birthday.

The nursery is set back from the High Street and backs onto open fields. We provide
full time care to children from the age of 3 months to 4 years. Open 51 weeks per

year, with sessions available for full days, mornings or afternoons. 2, 3 and 4 yer old
free funded place available

For further information call 01296 658898 www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

N.G.W. PROPERTY SERVICES
Design and build bathrooms/showers/wet rooms
Plastering
Tiling
Flooring
Decorating
All home maintenance projects

Quality workmanship Fully insured References on request
Neill Warburton 07920 826061 / 01296 651315 neillwarbs@aol.com

14 Upper St, Quainton

Tel: 01296 655408

Mark: 07747 013521

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
74C  High Street, Waddesdon

Offering childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years
Open 51 weeks per year, sessions available between 8.00 a.m – 6.00 p.m

Free FFE funded places available for 3 and 4 year olds in our pre-school room
Call now to arrange a visit to view our beautiful new nursery, with a fantastic outside space where children can learn and explore

Tel: 01296 658898  or visit our website www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

WADDESDON DENTAL

Tel: 01296 655577
5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury, HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk
www.waddesdondental.co.uk

� High quality general dental care
� Specialist care available
� Convenient location with on site

parking

� Sedation for anxious patients
� 0% finance options
� Late evening and Saturday

• High Quality Dental Care

• Invisalign Treatment

• Specialist Dental Care

• Hygienist Services

• Sedation for anxious patients

• White Fillings

• Tooth Whitening

• Implants

• 0% Interest finance options

• Become a practice plan member

from only £9.00 per month

Tel: 01296 655577

5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk  Www.waddesdondental.co.uk

New Patient Exams only £44.99 for a limited time only!



SELF EMPLOYED CARER
Available for individual care

Shopping, housework, accompanied visits, outings etc.

DBS checked to work with vulnerable & senior clients

Call Val on 01296 655937 or 07780 973973

16

Affinity
- Hair Design -

62 High Street  Waddesdon 01296 658875 

6 days a week, early Morning and Evening Appts available
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W. Humphries
Village Country & Equestrian Property

74 High Street Waddesdon Bucks

HP18 0JD.Tel: 01296 658270 
Or e-mail: bill@whumphries.co.uk

SALES & LETTINGS

Visit www.whumphries.co.uk or speak to
Bill on the above number for any 

property advice

The Old Dairy B&B
4 Highh Street,
Waddesdon,
Aylesbury, Buckss
HP18 0JAA

Tel: 07798 640248

Email: 
info@theolddairywaddesdon.co.uk
Contact: Helen Conyard

Your local Worcester, Bosch Accredited Plumbing &
Heating Specialists offering up to 10 year guarantee on

new Worcester Bosch boilers.

0800 433 2252 / 07540 409842
www.masonplumbing.co.uk

TIM KNIBB

Painter and
Decorator

Specialist Finishes

07857 868226
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Jackie

Mobile Hairdresser

Cutting, Styling and
Perming.

Call 01296 658483
or 07773 876264

OAP DISCOUNTS

Hands on animal encounters
Special seasonal events

Indoor & outdoor play

Fresh 'farm to fork' food

10am to 5.30pm    7 days a week

01296 670444
info@greendragonecofarm.co.uk

www.greendragonecofarm.co.uk

Hogshaw, MK18 3LA

GREEN DRAGON

ECO FARM

G. M. BECKETT
Bricklayer

35 years experience

For all your brickwork needs

No job too small!

01296 651497
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Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

North Bucks   
Tree Surgery 

01296 651010 

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S.. D.. FOWLERR 
Electrical Contractor

Fully Qualified and Experienced
All types of electrical work undertaken

Pleasee ringg Stevee onn   
012966 4870577 orr   078855 590986 

� Free Estimates
� Freeview, Freesat & SKY
� Analogue & Digital TV Aerials
� FM Stereo Aerials
� DAB Aerials
� Problem Solving, Extra TV Points, TV Tun-

ing & Digibox Installations
Contact

��� �������			 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

 

KLS
Accountancy Services

Based in Westcott

For all of your accountancy needs
contact Kim Saunders MAAT

01296 651615

07738 946427

kim@klsaccountancyservices.co.uk

–  feed & weed  –  moss control  –  scarification  –
aeration  –  lawn refurb  –  pest & disease control

contact Tony on 01296 534500
email: info@lawntonics.co.uk        www.lawntonics.co.uk

Carlie McRae 
Mobile Beauty Therapist

Specialising in Nails, Waxing,

Facials and Holistic Treatments 

Call 07807923415 
For more information
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Quality Carpentry

Internal and External
From Kitchens and Doors

To Roofs and Floors
Give us a try!

Free Estimates
(01296) 730276

You can try bowls at any time by contacting

our Secretary Peter Smith on 01844 238125.

You will always be made welcome by our
members who contrary to popular belief

consist of many under 30s.
We do have official coaches but why not come

along and have a go first.

It's free and a lovely way to spend a summer

evening followed by a drink at the bar.

Website: www.waddesdonbowlsclub.co.uk

Contact Mark Taylor
07564 456641 – 01296 658007
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Contact

��� �������		 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

The Claydon Building Company

Local Tradesman with over 16 Years’ Experience – Fully Qualified and

Insured – No Job Too Small

All aspects of building work undertaken including:

Extensions – Loft Conversions – Garage Conversions – Landscaping – Patios –

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Roofing – Driveways – General Maintenance

Check Out Our Facebook and Instagram Pages
References can be Provided
Contact Baz for a free quote on 07792 879375 
Email at theclaydonbuildingcompany@gmail.com
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WRIGHT STORAGE
SERVICES

Storage now available
in Waddesdon.

For further information

Contact

Tel: 01296 658003

Mob 07977 472125

To advertise here
Contact Caroline Winton at

arwinton@aol.com

Prices for advertising
1/6th page £60,

1/3rd page £100,
and £250 per year for

a full page
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LAWN MOWER REPAIRS   

Bakerr Streett   
Engravingss 

Individually designed engravings for
cups, tankards, shields, I.D. tags

and small industrial plates.
Trophies supplied.

GLASS ENGRAVING A SPECIALITY

Proprietor: Mike Evans
The Bungalow, Baker Street

Waddesdon, Bucks
Tel: 01296 658129

ACE REPAIRS
· All Gutter/Roof problems solved
· Gutter/Roof Cleaning
· Conservatory Cleaning
· UPVC Fascias/Guttering
· Soakaways Maintained/

New Soakaways
· Storm Repairs

Free Quotations / Fair Prices

CALL MARTIN 01296 483221
07768 333810
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I N D U S T R I A L  I  C O M M E R C I A L  I  D O M E S T I C

Decorating Contractors
A Complete Painting & Decorating Service

Approved, fully trained & qualified.  Office: Hobbs Barn, Klee Close, Quainton HP22 4AF

T  01296 655774  M 07850 499795  
E michael@msimmonds.co.uk www.msimmonds.co.uk

“Excellent value for money” 
“Fantastic  work”  “Totally reliable & 
trustworthy’’ “Meticulous attention 
to detail” “First rate personal 
service” “ Always professional” 
“Conscientious, diligent & 
courteous” 

Audited, Vetted 
& Approved by the 

Buckinghamshire County Council 
Trading Standards

thehairystick @thehairystick msimmonds_decorating M Simmonds Decorating Ltd

M. SIMMONDS

Family Business Established Since 1979 we pride 
ourselves as one of the best in the business
•  Expertise in painting, decorating and wallpapering
•  Specialist in all Interior and Exterior work
•  Full carpentry and repair service
•  We can take care of all your modernisation and 

refurbishment plans, undertaking and overseeing all 
plastering and small electrical work

CALL NOW for a FREE ESTIMATE, and put us to the test
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Quality Bespoke Joinery in your local area who offer a full and friendly fitting
service and specialise in listed buildings for all your wood based needs

Unit 5a, Upper Barn Farm, Westcott, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 0JX
T: 01296 651951

sales@oakvalejoinery.com • Facebook @Oakvalejoinery
www.oakvalejoinery.com

The Bernwode Bus – Drivers Wanted !!!
In order for the service to expand we need some more volunteer

drivers who can help us to keep the bus running to more areas

and more days of the week.

We need drivers who can drive as little or as much as you like... 

Why not come and have a no obligation test drive to see if you

like it and can help support this great cause.

Please call Ashley on 07977 401548 for more details
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32 LOCAL News

Waste Collection dates

Craft Club meets on Tuesdays 7-8pm
in Waddesdon Community Centre

Join us for a chat & a cuppa while crafting and
sharing ideas – only £1 per person

Crocheting • felting • jewellery making • knitting •
card making • sewing • painting • and much more





34 NEWS

Aylesbury Choral Society

For the first concert of its 90th anniversary year,Aylesbury Choral
Society has chosen three works by well-known 19th and 20th century
composers. Our concert will take place on Saturday 2nd April at 7:30pm
in St. Mary s Church in the centre of Aylesbury.Tickets can be purchased
via our website at http://www.aylesburychoral.org.uk.
The programme will include Ralph Vaughan Williams Benedicite, the song
of the three holy children whom Nebuchadnezzar had cast into the
burning fiery furnace. 2022 also marks the 150th anniversary of the birth
of Vaughan Williams.The music is robustly joyful.
Also included is the Benedictus by Sir Edward Elgar, a setting of the Song
of Zechariah on  the birth of his son, John the Baptist. It is also used at
Morning Prayer.
Gounod’s Messe solennelle de Sainte Cécile (St Cecilia Mass) is the third
and principal work of the evening. Gounod, a 19th century French
composer, perhaps particularly known for his operas, wrote this mass in
celebration of St Cecilia, the patron saint of music.This will round off a
most enjoyable evening of music which will be accompanied on the organ.
Mindful of the continuing Covid-19 precautions, rehearsals continue to be
held both live and online for choir members unable to attend on Tuesday
evenings at Fairford Leys church. Please enquire at our website if you are
interested in joining the choir.
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Buckinghamshire Dialect in Waddesdon
This article was originally hand written in 1980, and has been typed for the
Newsletter by Alison Welsh to whom we are indebted.
The closure in 1980, of the Egg Packing Station at 100 High Street in
Waddesdon, witnessed the fading of two local links with the nineteenth
century. First of all the visible link of the premises which were on the
same site as the original business founded by Mr Crook well over 100
years ago, and second is the Buckinghamshire Dialect name for the
merchant – Eggler – which means a person who buys and sells eggs.
Which brings to mind the subject of Bucks Dialect in Waddesdon.
In 1929, Mr H. Harman, a School Teacher who lived for some time in
Waddesdon wrote a book entitled ‘Buckinghamshire Dialect’.Apart from
individual observations, Mr Harman recorded in print several conversations
between Buckinghamshire people who were talking in their local dialect.
He pointed out that the use of dialect was dying out and even in 1929
most of the locals only reverted to it when amongst people with whom
they felt completely at ease.
Most of us have been educated to feel somewhat ashamed of our use of
dialect, having been told that it is lazy and uncouth and in fairness to our
teachers if dialect consisted only of fractured Standard English with
dropped h’s and t’s this criticism would be justified. Bucks Dialect is much
more than that, because it includes many words of ancient origin the
majority of which sound particularly apt when used in the true context,
others are just Old English, used and pronounced the same way for
hundreds of years.
In Waddesdon and the surrounding villages it is still possible to hear the
old dialect (in recent years people have not been so scornful of it) but
already most of us have lost the ability to carry on a proper conversation
in dialect. However whilst there is good reason to understand that the
Bucks accent will eventually go, it seems to me there are equally good
reasons why we should make certain that the many useful words are
retained. Below are just a few still in use in the locality, listed with the help
of Mr Harman’s book.
Bennet: long coarse grass (remaining after lawn mowing), Blizzy: a blazing
fire, Brevit: to fidget or rummage, Britched : financial state e.g. ‘he is well
britched’.
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Cag-mag: disorder, chibble: to remove in small pieces, clapered: muddied
especially up the legs, clats: cattle dung, bodger: repair or make in a rough
or cheap manner.
Dilling: the smallest of a litter (pigs etc), dinks: walk in an affected manner,
e.g. ‘she went dinksing up the road’
Ferruck: search untidily, scratch around.
Gallus: rascal, in olden days pertaining to the gallows.
Hocksy or Oxy: muddy, soft ground, sticky ground. Hommock: clumsy walk
e.g. ‘he came hommocking across the field’.
Keach: to dip for water especially from a pool, Kibble: to walk painfully.
Mammer or Mommer: confuse, Milky: timid, weak, Mullock: dirt or rubbish.
Scrabble: to make way with difficulty. Smalm: to smear as with grease or
ointment (a smalmy person in one who tries to curry favour by excessive
flattery). Stale: handle of hand implement, stock-axe: pick-axe like tool for
grubbing trees.
Tanket: to follow persistently e.g. ‘Along came his wife with the children
tanketing after her’. Tiggle: to move slowly but surely e.g. ‘Old Joe was
tiggling on towards Westcott’.
Unkid: unpleasant, ugly, uncouth, e.g. ‘an unkid noise’.
Using some of the above words, a portion of a report on Beating the
Bounds may have read as follows:

‘After scrobbling over the ditch, the walkers came tanketing across the field
watched by a herd of curious cows whose unkid bellowing was enough to make
any town-dweller feel a little milky. The conditions were decidedly oxy and most
of us were clapered to the knees, some had sore wet feet and were beginning
to kibble, while a few who had fallen behind when they codgelled up their torn
clothing, found that by tiggling along at the back it was possible to avoid the
cag-mag at each obstacle’.

The above illustration is not a serious example of the dialect but shows
how easily the old words can fit into modern English. Mr Harman’s book
‘Buckinghamshire Dialect’ was available from the County Library and is
recommended for those whose interest has been awakened.

Norman Carr
23rd January 2022



38 FROM THE MINISTER

Hello! I’d like to introduce myself – I am Alison May and I am the
newly Licensed Lay Minister of Waddesdon, Westcott and Upper
Winchendon. 
A little bit about me and my family.As some of you will know, I and my husband Ed,
have lived in Waddesdon for many years, with both of our now grown-up children
attending the local schools. I had a long career in the NHS as a neonatal nurse firstly
(for those who remember!) at the Royal Bucks Hospital when it was a maternity
hospital, then at Stoke Mandeville. I was then a Health Visitor in Aylesbury before
training as a counsellor. I now work for two cancer charities supporting people who
are undergoing treatment, or are impacted long- term by a cancer diagnosis.
Responding to the call to the church ministry in the parish, I trained for 3 years
with the Diocese of Oxford in their Lay ministry programme, and I am delighted to
be beginning my ministry in our villages.
So, what am I looking forward to in my new role as Lay Minister in our Parish? I am
enthusiastic about supporting the community and the people who live here. I will be
supporting Reverend Caroline in services at the church and supporting community
events. I have recently become a trustee for the Wednesday Club, attending my first
meeting last month, and will be joining in with the Club on a Wednesday. I will also
be getting involved in working with the schools in our parish.
Whether you usually attend church or not, the church is there for you. Our
churches have been a mainstay in these communities for hundreds of years being an
important part in important life events – christenings, marriages, funerals – in times
of celebration and sadness. Prayers are being said for you in this place and have been
continually over the years. I was humbled to see so many people come to church to
light a candle and remember a loved one at our Memorial Service in November.
But more importantly, Reverend Caroline and I are here for you in our everyday
lives.We have been living in the strangest of times, and many of us have been
impacted by the events over the last two years.As a qualified counsellor, and
Reverend Caroline as an ordained minister, we are both trained to listen, and listen
well, to people.This means without judgement or criticism or unsolicited advice-
just a listening ear, and of course a friendly welcome and support at any of our
parish services.
Please do not hesitate to contact us for whatever reason, if you would like someone
to talk to, or just to introduce yourself and say hello.
Rev Caroline at the Rectory on 01296-655069 or at
vicar@waddesdonparish.org 
For Alison on 07904 347040 or at ali.r.may@btinternet.com 

With every blessing, Alison May
Licensed lay Minister

Parish of Waddesdon, Upper Winchendon, Westcott and Fleet Marston
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Waddesdon, Westcott, Upper Winchendon
and Fleet Marston

Forthcoming services
Sunday 6th February
St. Mary the Virgin,Westcott – 9.30am – Family Communion
St. Michael and All Angels,Waddesdon - 11am - Family Communion
Sunday 13th February
St. Mary Magdalene, Upper Winchendon - 9.30am - Holy Communion
St. Michael and All Angels,Waddesdon - 11am - Morning Prayer with
infant baptism
Sunday 20th February
St. Mary the Virgin,Westcott - 9.30am - All Together in Worship –
informal service especially with families in mind
St. Michael and All Angels,Waddesdon - 11am - All Together in Worship –
informal service especially with families in mind
Sunday 27th February
St. Mary Magdalene, Upper Winchendon - 9.30am - Matins – said service
of Morning Prayer in traditional language (BCP)
St. Michael and All Angels,Waddesdon - 11am – Holy Communion with
organ music
Sunday 6th March
St. Mary the Virgin,Westcott – 9.30am – Family Communion
St. Michael and All Angels,Waddesdon - 11am - Family Communion

Midweek morning prayer will continue on Zoom at 10am on Wednesdays.
Contact Revd Caroline for the link - vicar@waddesdonparish.org
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