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It’s that time of year again!
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2 NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to
act as standby deliverers for the newsletter

Over 1200 copies of the Newsletter are delivered to homes in
Waddesdon,Westcott, Upper Winchendon and the surrounding areas.

This is all done by volunteers.We now have a nucleus of people who will
act as standby if anyone is unable to deliver at any time.

To advertise in this newsletter contact
Caroline Winton on 07767 422342

or email her at arwinton90@gmail.com.

Prices for advertising
1/6th page, (62mm wide x 60mm deep). £60 for full year

1/3rd page, (128mm wide x 60mm deep). £100 for full year
Half page, (128mm wide x 90mm deep). £125 for full year
Full page, (128mm wide x 185mm deep). £250 for full year

A full year equals 11 issues, no publication in August
For a one-off insertion please contact newsletter for prices.

The deadline for copy is the 20th, for the next months issue.



We welcome advertisements, announcements from individuals and organisations,
articles and letters but we reserve the right to publish or not.
Please sign your copy.
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editorial team.

All copy should be submitted electronically to
waddesdonnews@gmail.com.

Or any queries please phone 07973 298094.
This edition is available to view as a download from the parish council
website. www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Deadline for January 2023 issue: 20th December.
The Deadline for articles and adverts for the Newsletter is now the 20th of the
month.This is to enable the newsletter to be delivered as early as possible for
the following month. Email address: waddesdonnews@gmail.com
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Lest we Forget

The Remembrance Sunday Service took place on Sunday the 13th
November, and was well attended by local members of the community.
A service of Morning prayer on Remembrance was held at St Michael and
all Angels beforehand,This was followed by refreshments in the Methodist
Church Hall. Photo by Norman Carr

Useful telephone numbers
� Doctors Surgery – 1 Goss Ave, HP18 0LY 01296 658585
� Village Shop – 41 High St, HP18 0JB 01296 651279
� Post Office – 41 High St, HP18 0JB 01296 651279
� Police Station – 63 High St, HP18 0JB
� Fire Station – 65 High St, HP18 0JB
� Dentist – 5 High St, HP18 0JP 01296 655577
� Hospital – Mandeville Rd,Aylesbury HP21 8AL 01296 315000
� Tyre Repairs – 7 High St, HP18 0JB 01296 651348
� Hart Vets – 1 Frederick Street, HP18 0LU 01296 651000
� Waddesdon C of E School – School Lane, HP18 0LQ 01296 651382
� Waddesdon Village Primary School – School Lane, HP18 0LQ 01296 651237
� Little Oaks Pre-School – School Lane, HP18 0LQ 01296 655162
� Big Top Nursery and Pre-School – 72c High Street, HP18 0JD 01296 658898
� Methodist Hall – 78-80 High Street, HP18 0JD 01296 423363
� Waddesdon Hall – Baker Street, HP18 0LQ 0844 5852195
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Standing with Giants

The large-scale art installation returned to the grounds of Waddesdon
Manor this autumn to commemorate Remembrance. Comprising 300
soldier silhouettes and 225 painted poppy wreaths.They were displayed
on the wider Waddesdon estate, along the gravel walking path near the
visitor car park and upon Spring Hill. Photos by Clifford James
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December 2022Parish Council News

We would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. 

Christmas:
Santa’s Grotto will be open on Saturday 10th December 2-4pm. Entry is £4 per
child.Tickets can be purchased from the Community Centre during office hours.
Look out for Santa and his helpers as he rides around the village on his float on
Saturday 17th December from 4pm. Food bank donations will also be collected.
Warm Space:
We are offering the community centre as a welcoming warm space each
Wednesday from 9am-3pm during the winter months. Rather than putting your
heating on, come to us. Bring a book, your work, the children and anything else
that you usually do during the day. Refreshments are available for you to help
yourself to.We have children's toys, 500-piece jigsaws, crafts etc and offer our
space free of charge.All we ask is the centre is left as you find it and consider
making a donation for refreshments.
Dog Fouling:
We would like to politely remind you to please pick up after your dog, especially
on footpaths.
Food Bank:
The Centre is a collection point for the Food Bank and donations are collected
by the Bernwode bus every first Saturday of the month. Please leave your
donation in the grey cabinet at the front of the Centre. If you are unable to
drop off, please let us know and we will arrange to collect.As the winter sets in,
if you are struggling please reach out to the Parish Clerk as we want to help
support those in the community that need it.All requests will be dealt with
confidentially.
What’s On at the Community Centre this month:
Wednesdays 9am – 3pm Warm Hub.
Thursdays 9.30am – 12 noon (term-time only) Stay & Play for under 5s.
No charge but donations are welcome towards refreshment costs.
We are always grateful for any donations, however big or small, for the sales,
tombolas and raffles we run. Please drop off at the community centre.
The Community Centre is available to hire. Please book via our website:
https://hallbookingonline.com/waddesdoncentre/     
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Meetings:
Parish Council meetings are held in the Community Centre and start at 8pm.
Future meetings: 21st December, 18th January, 15th February.Agendas and draft
minutes can be found on our website.
Volunteering:
If you are unable to commit to a full Parish Council role, please consider joining
our list of dedicated community volunteers.We can’t put on events and support
the community without them.You can commit as much or as little time as you
have; if you feel you can help, please email the Clerk.
How to report concerns:
Please report village issues/questions etc to the clerk who will, where
appropriate, bring them to the attention of the council. PLEASE report any
antisocial behaviour via 101 - the more people that report it the more likely we
are to see action.

To report, view or discuss local problems such as potholes, fly-tipping, loose
paving, vandalism etc visit: www.fixmystreet.com

If you have queries relating to HS2 you can contact their Helpdesk:
Tel: 08081 434 434 or Email: HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk you can also raise
concerns at PC meetings and we can take these to HS2 at our monthly meeting
with them.

How to complain:
We take complaints very seriously and we want to try to please as many
residents as we can.We also want to be able to take constructive feedback on
board. Recently we have received complaints that have been anonymous, rude
and sometimes unreasonable. Should you wish the Parish Council to address
your complaint it must be made in writing either by letter or email or in person
at the Community Centre, it must NOT be anonymous (as we can’t respond
fairly) and we will not engage in social media debates.Thank you for your co-
operation.

For more information:
Melanie Rose, Clerk to the Council - (T) 01296 651800
(E) clerk@waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
(W) www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WaddesdonParishCouncilClerk/ 
Community Centre Bookings: https://hallbookingonline.com/waddesdoncentre/
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Christmas at Waddesdon 
The Christmas season is in full swing at Waddesdon and we hope you’ll
join us for a festive day out in December. Browse the chalets at the
Christmas Fair (only until 18 Dec) for unique gifts, wander the illuminated
light trail and don’t forget to stop off at the Gift & Wine shop to pick up
supplies for the festive season. New for 2022, we also have the Food
Village selling delicious food-to-go and an immersive light experience in
the Coach House at the Stables.
Until 23 December, we will be open Wednesday to Sunday including Mon
19 and Tue 20 Dec, 12-7pm.As usual, we will be entirely closed 24-26
December and then open again, through to Mon 2 Jan including Tue 27
Dec, 12-7pm.Tickets should be booked in advance online.

Winter Woodland display created by local schools 
This Christmas, Miss Alice’s Drive has been decorated by artwork from
local schools around the theme ‘Winter Woodland’.The project was
supported by Oxford University Press, who gave us permission to use the
book ‘The Tree That’s Meant to Be’ by Yuval Zommer and 9,962 school
children from 84 schools have taken part. One of the highlights are the
five giant willow lanterns that have been created by local secondary
schools, in collaboration with the artist Michelle Dufaur.You’ll also find
500 hand decorated lanterns, 18 photographs in lightboxes and 6,000
handwritten metal trees! 

January Winter Light 
Join us for a day out in the New Year as we extend our illuminated light
trail through January for visitors to enjoy.Wrap up warm, get some fresh
air and be enchanted as you wander through the grounds. On you visit,
treat yourself to a Winter Light lunch in the Manor Restaurant created by
our chefs. From 6-22 January, Fri–Sun, 12–5pm. Lunches must be booked
in advance.

Waddesdon Jazz Club
Listen, relax, and enjoy the hottest covers. From 8pm-10pm on
Wednesday 21 December in the Coach House at the Five Arrows.
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Enjoy a festive staycation 
Escape for a night or two for a festive celebration to remember. Choose
from the newly opened Dairy Cottage or the Five Arrows Hotel and
enjoy a peaceful night’s sleep, a delicious meal and a full English breakfast.

Christmas Lunch Menu at the Five Arrows 
Enjoy a 3 course Christmas lunch menu for only £29.95 at the Five
Arrows.Available between 12pm-2pm,Wed-Sun.

Book a Christmas Coach House Party
Looking to celebrate with colleagues, family or friends this festive season?
Contact us for exclusive Christmas parties at The Five Arrows.You will
have exclusive use of the coach house, a private bar, a selection of festive
nibbles and music. Friday and Saturday evenings, 5pm till 11pm for up to
50 guests. www.fivearrowshotel.co.uk/christmasnewyears/

Share your snaps
We love seeing your photos of Waddesdon, especially at Christmas! If
you’re visiting us, don’t forget to tag us in your pictures and use the
hashtag #ChristmasatWaddesdon 

WSA Waddesdon Winner
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LOCAL ADVERTISING 13

To advertise in this newsletter contact
Caroline Winton on 07767 422342

or email her at arwinton90@gmail.com.

Prices for advertising
1/6th page, (62mm wide x 60mm deep). £60 for full year

1/3rd page, (128mm wide x 60mm deep). £100 for full year
Half page, (128mm wide x 90mm deep). £125 for full year
Full page, (128mm wide x 185mm deep). £250 for full year

A full year equals 11 issues, no publication in August
For a one-off insertion please contact newsletter for prices.

The deadline for copy is the 20th, for the next months issue.
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WADDESDON MOT STATION LIMITED
(APPROVED VEHICLE TESTING STATION)

E JOHNSON MOTOR ENGINEERS
LIMITED

PETROL, DIESEL AND 3 WHEELED VEHICLES TESTED

SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

QUALITY SERVICE THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN

FREDERICK STREET WADDESDON HP18 0LX

TEL: 01296 651603

Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

Northh Buckss   
Treee Surgeryy 

All aspects of Tree
Surgery: Crown Reduction,
Root Removal,

Hedgelaying, Cutting, Fencing, Tree and
Hedge Planting, Woodchip

Shawn Connor N.C.A, C&G, N.P.T.C.

012966 6510100 
Fully Qualified & Insured

The Old Bakery, High Street, Waddesdon

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S. D. FOWLER 

Please ring Steve on   
01296 487057 or   07885 590986 

01869 346800
Souldern Gate Garage, Souldern,
Bicester, Oxfordshire OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk
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QUAINTON CARPETS
The Natural Choice

All types of carpets supplied and professionally laid. Home selection & advice on qualities to
suit all budgets. We can install your own carpet for you. Contacts: Ray and Mark Burnham

14 Upper St, Quainton
Tel: 655208

Mark: 07747 013521
Ray: 07778 153792

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
The Big Top Nursery in Waddesdon recently celebrated its first birthday.

The nursery is set back from the High Street and backs onto open fields. We provide
full time care to children from the age of 3 months to 4 years. Open 51 weeks per

year, with sessions available for full days, mornings or afternoons. 2, 3 and 4 yer old
free funded place available

For further information call 01296 658898 www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

N.G.W. PROPERTY SERVICES
Design and build bathrooms/showers/wet rooms
Plastering
Tiling
Flooring
Decorating
All home maintenance projects

Quality workmanship Fully insured References on request
Neill Warburton 07920 826061 / 01296 651315 neillwarbs@aol.com

14 Upper St, Quainton

Tel: 01296 655408

Mark: 07747 013521

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
74C  High Street, Waddesdon

Offering childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years
Open 51 weeks per year, sessions available between 8.00 a.m – 6.00 p.m

Free FFE funded places available for 3 and 4 year olds in our pre-school room
Call now to arrange a visit to view our beautiful new nursery, with a fantastic outside space where children can learn and explore

Tel: 01296 658898  or visit our website www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

WADDESDON DENTAL

Tel: 01296 655577
5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury, HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk
www.waddesdondental.co.uk

� High quality general dental care
� Specialist care available
� Convenient location with on site

parking

� Sedation for anxious patients
� 0% finance options
� Late evening and Saturday

• High Quality Dental Care

• Invisalign Treatment

• Specialist Dental Care

• Hygienist Services

• Sedation for anxious patients

• White Fillings

• Tooth Whitening

• Implants

• 0% Interest finance options

• Become a practice plan member

from only £9.95 per month

Tel: 01296 655577

5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk  Www.waddesdondental.co.uk

New Patients Welcome!
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Affinity
- Hair Design -

62 High Street  Waddesdon 01296 658875 

6 days a week, early Morning and Evening Appts available

The Bernwode Bus – Drivers Wanted !!!
In order for the service to expand we need some more volunteer drivers who can

help us to keep the bus running to more areas and more days of the week.

We need drivers who can drive as little or as much as you like... 

Why not come and have a no obligation test drive to see if you like it and can help

support this great cause.

Please call Ashley on 07977 401548
for more details
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W. Humphries
Village Country & Equestrian Property

74 High Street Waddesdon Bucks

HP18 0JD.Tel: 01296 658270 
Or e-mail: bill@whumphries.co.uk

SALES & LETTINGS

Visit www.whumphries.co.uk or speak to
Bill on the above number for any 

property advice

The Old Dairy B&B
4 Highh Street,
Waddesdon,
Aylesbury, Buckss
HP18 0JAA

Tel: 07798 640248

Email: 
info@theolddairywaddesdon.co.uk
Contact: Helen Conyard

TIM KNIBB

Painter and
Decorator

Specialist Finishes

07857 868226
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Jackie

Mobile Hairdresser

Cutting, Styling and
Perming.

Call 01296 658483
or 07773 876264

OAP DISCOUNTS

G. M. BECKETT
Bricklayer

35 years experience

For all your brickwork needs

No job too small!

01296 651497
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Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

North Bucks   
Tree Surgery 

01296 651010 

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S.. D.. FOWLERR 
Electrical Contractor

Fully Qualified and Experienced
All types of electrical work undertaken

Pleasee ringg Stevee onn   
012966 4870577 orr   078855 590986 

� Free Estimates
� Freeview, Freesat & SKY
� Analogue & Digital TV Aerials
� FM Stereo Aerials
� DAB Aerials
� Problem Solving, Extra TV Points, TV Tun-

ing & Digibox Installations
Contact

��� �������			 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

 

KLS
Accountancy Services

Based in Westcott

For all of your accountancy needs
contact Kim Saunders MAAT

01296 651615

07738 946427

kim@klsaccountancyservices.co.uk

–  feed & weed  –  moss control  –  scarification  –
aeration  –  lawn refurb  –  pest & disease control

contact Tony on 01296 534500
email: info@lawntonics.co.uk        www.lawntonics.co.uk

Carlie McRae 
Mobile Beauty Therapist

Specialising in Nails, Waxing,

Facials and Holistic Treatments 

Call 07807923415 
For more information
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Quality Carpentry

Internal and External
From Kitchens and Doors

To Roofs and Floors
Give us a try!

Free Estimates
(01296) 730276

You can try bowls at any time by contacting

our Secretary Peter Smith on 01844 238125.

You will always be made welcome by our
members who contrary to popular belief

consist of many under 30s.
We do have official coaches but why not come

along and have a go first.

It's free and a lovely way to spend a summer

evening followed by a drink at the bar.

Website: www.waddesdonbowlsclub.co.uk

Contact Mark Taylor
07564 456641 – 01296 658007
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The Claydon Building Company

Local Tradesman with over 16 Years’ Experience – Fully Qualified and

Insured – No Job Too Small

All aspects of building work undertaken including:

Extensions – Loft Conversions – Garage Conversions – Landscaping – Patios –

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Roofing – Driveways – General Maintenance

Check Out Our Facebook and Instagram Pages
References can be Provided
Contact Baz for a free quote on 07792 879375 
Email at theclaydonbuildingcompany@gmail.com

COACH NICOLA

Women's Health and Fitness specialist

Making a positive difference to your health, confidence and fitness
so you can be active, have fun and enjoy life.

My programmes will 

* get you fitter & stronger * reconnect you to your pelvic floor & core *

* guide you through a positive menopause * help you to run with ease *

* heal your diastasis * help with recovery from POP & hysterectomy *

Visit www.coachnicola.com for more information.

email hello@coachnicola.com
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LAWN MOWER REPAIRS   

Bakerr Streett   
Engravingss 

Individually designed engravings for
cups, tankards, shields, I.D. tags

and small industrial plates.
Trophies supplied.

GLASS ENGRAVING A SPECIALITY

Proprietor: Mike Evans
The Bungalow, Baker Street

Waddesdon, Bucks
Tel: 01296 658129

ACE REPAIRS
· All Gutter/Roof problems solved
· Gutter/Roof Cleaning
· Conservatory Cleaning
· UPVC Fascias/Guttering
· Soakaways Maintained/

New Soakaways
· Storm Repairs

Free Quotations / Fair Prices

CALL MARTIN 01296 483221
07768 333810

WRIGHT STORAGE

SERVICES

Storage now available
in Waddesdon.

For further information

Contact

Tel: 01296 658003

Mob 07977 472125
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_itsastitchup

It’s a Stitch Up Bespoke 
Soft Furnishings

A personal and bespoke service 
especially for you. Made to measure 

curtains, blinds and more.

To discuss your ideas, please get in touch.

Tel. 07775 904871
Email. livi.hunter@googlemail.com

Providing beautiful handmade soft 
furnishings for your home.

www.itsastitchupsoftfurnishings.com
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I N D U S T R I A L  I  C O M M E R C I A L  I  D O M E S T I C

Decorating Contractors
A Complete Painting & Decorating Service

Approved, fully trained & qualified.  Office: Hobbs Barn, Klee Close, Quainton HP22 4AF

T  01296 655774  M 07850 499795  
E michael@msimmonds.co.uk www.msimmonds.co.uk

“Excellent value for money” 
“Fantastic  work”  “Totally reliable & 
trustworthy’’ “Meticulous attention 
to detail” “First rate personal 
service” “ Always professional” 
“Conscientious, diligent & 
courteous” 

Audited, Vetted 
& Approved by the 

Buckinghamshire County Council 
Trading Standards

thehairystick @thehairystick msimmonds_decorating M Simmonds Decorating Ltd

M. SIMMONDS

Family Business Established Since 1979 we pride 
ourselves as one of the best in the business
•  Expertise in painting, decorating and wallpapering
•  Specialist in all Interior and Exterior work
•  Full carpentry and repair service
•  We can take care of all your modernisation and 

refurbishment plans, undertaking and overseeing all 
plastering and small electrical work

CALL NOW for a FREE ESTIMATE, and put us to the test

CAN YOU PLAY BADMINTON?
Waddesdon Badminton Club is seeking players

of a reasonable standard . . .
Please come and join us on a Tuesday evening;

we meet from 7:30pm – 8:30pm at Waddesdon Church
of England Secondary School.

£3.50 a session, but your first evening is FREE! 
Please ring Adrian for more information on

(01296) 651405
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Quality Bespoke Joinery in your local area who offer a full and friendly fitting
service and specialise in listed buildings for all your wood based needs

Unit 5a, Upper Barn Farm, Westcott, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 0JX
T: 01296 651951

sales@oakvalejoinery.com • Facebook @Oakvalejoinery
www.oakvalejoinery.com
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Waddesdon Methodist Chapel
Sunday Service 11.00 a.m.
Coffee Morning 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon every Monday
Light Lunches 11.30 – 1.30 on alternate Tuesdays. Please see notice board
for next lunch date.The last light lunch for 2022 will be on Tuesday 13th
December and will have a Christmas theme.
Meeting room for hire. Seats 12. Recently re-decorated and carpeted with
heating. Ideal for small groups or private tuition. Reasonable rates. For
availability and booking please contact Barbara Warne on 01296 651417
Christmas Fair will be held in the schoolroom on Saturday 3rd December
between 11.30 and 4.30. Please see posters for full details.
The Carol Service this year will be on the 11th December at 6.00 p.m.
Refreshments will follow afterwards.
All are welcome.
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Waste Collection dates

Monday 12 Dec

Mon 05 Dec

Mon 12 Dec
Mon 19 Dec

Wednesday 28 Dec

Wednesday 04 Jan
Tuesday 10 Jan

Wed 28 Dec

Wed 04 Jan

Tues 10 Jan

Monday 19 Dec

Monday 05 Dec

For Garden waste please check
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk website for details.
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November was our Annual Meeting at which we looked back at the many
and varied activities of the past year and looked forward to the planned
events for 2023 which will include a well-being workshop with local
fitness guru and legend, Kim Venters in January and an Abba Singing &
Dancing Workshop later in the Spring. Committee elections were held.
Jenny Connor, our long-standing and most marvellous President was once
again voted into the role.

We said farewell to valued committee members Fiona Bayliss and Jennie
Grindley – an enormous thank you to them both for the huge
contribution they have made to the committee –Fiona for her fundraising
and Jennie for her crafts – we are so pleased that they will both be
staying on as members.

We welcomed 2 new members to the committee - thanks to Val Penn
and Debbie Johnson for stepping up.The rest of the committee for 2023
remain as Jenny Connor, President, Mel Descrettes,Treasurer, Kathryn
Aldersea, Minutes Secretary, Jill Rogan and Lesley Inwood.

Our December meeting will be our annual Christmas party with carol-
singing, bell-ringing, mince pies, mulled wine and much merriment – do
come along with a friend, it’s always an entertaining evening – please let
us know numbers in advance for catering.

Meetings are free to members and we ask for a donation
of £5 per guest – please contact the Minutes Secretary,
Kathryn Aldersea for further information on 07739 300229
or kathryn.aldersea@hotmail.co.uk
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SMALL FINANCIAL GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR TIMES OF NEED

The William Turner's Charity
William Turner died on 4th April 1784 and in his will left a legacy to
establish a Charity in his name for the benefit of the poor in the
(ecclesiastical) parish of Waddesdon (this includes Waddesdon,
Westcott and Woodham).The Charity was eventually set up in 1796
with the capital from the legacy being invested.The capital itself
cannot be used but resulting interest, dividends, etc., can be used by
the Trustees to help the said poor of the parish.There has been no
legal change to the objectives of the Trust Deed but the Trustees
have flexibility as to how they interpret “poor”.Times have changed
but there are still individual cases where certain people have a
sudden change in their circumstances which puts them in financial
difficulty.This is where the Charity can sometimes help.The funds
available are not that large but quite often a small grant can be a big
help. If an application for assistance is received, the Chairman and
one Trustee may visit the applicant to ascertain more details of the
need and check whether the application falls within the Trust's
criteria.They would then report to the remaining Trustees in
strictest confidence and the application will be decided.

More information on this Charity or an application form for
assistance can be obtained from the Clerk to the Trustees, see
below.The Trustees always welcome applications from genuine
situations.
Alan Lambourne - Clerk to the Trustees
45 Baker Street, Waddesdon, HP18 0LG
(tel: 01296 651635)
email: alan.lambourne@btinternet.com
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What am I?

Do you know where I
live?

If so let waddesdonnews@
gmail.com know.

Answer in the January
2023 edition.

Landmarks of Waddesdon

Last month we asked if you had seen this emblem in or around
Waddesdon on your daily travels.
The plaque is on a house at 30 High Street.The house was built in 1890,
and the plaque has initials HS for Henry Sherwin, the owner and builder.
More information on this is in Waddesdon’s Golden Years, page 82.
Ros Hebburn of Warmstone Close
knew the answer, and added that the
house is in the High street opposite
the Homeware shop and next to the
garage. It was split up into three flats.
Years ago it was owned by a Jewish
butcher Mr Levi, who kept goats on
the veranda.At that time it was all one
house with a staircase running from
the ground floor hall to upstairs, and
was built with the same stone as
Waddesdon Manor.
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Life is meaningless without God
I had the privilege of meeting Bernard at his home. An angel, Davida Minall
accompanied me as I continue to familiarise and navigate my way around the
villages. Bernard served in The Armed Forces for two years in Egypt. His
positivity becomes known through his incredible story that is remembered by all
who meet or hear him. At age ninety-one, his memory is as sharp as a razor,
and he possesses the most incredible and unshakeable faith. For much of his life,
Bernard’s health is repeatedly challenged and though currently battling a
recurring ailment, this doesn’t inhibit his trust in God - “Life is meaningless
without God . . . God moves in a mysterious way.” His mellow words echoed in
my ears. Certainly, spending time with his grandchildren and family is an integral
part of his life, and they are his pride and joy. Still, there is a mystery that puts
the jigsaw puzzle together giving balance and meaning. His theological thinking
corresponds with analytical philosophers and Christian apologists, who argue
that life is meaningless if there is no God and without God there is no
immortality, and without immortality we are without hope.
It is probable that Bernard as a Christian apologist himself was potently
influenced by Wisdom literature,“Yet when I surveyed all that, my hands had
done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing
after the wind; (Ecclesiastes 2:11 NIV).”
I heard a great tit pecking at the windowpane either looking for spiders or
thinking of its reflection as a challenger for its territory. By simply drawing the
curtain the great tit appeared to have given up this meaningless task and
refocused on the bird feeder in the tree next to the window. Like the great tit
returning to the task of pecking away at the birdfeeder, having Christ at the
centre of Christmas helps us to focus not only on its origins (“The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, the power of the Highest hover over you.Therefore, the
child you bring to birth will be called Holy, Son of God.” Luke 1:35 – The
Message) but its existential significance where God chose to extend His
gracious presence beyond the walls of the temple and into the heart of every
person through Jesus.As important as it is to go to places that make us feel
good or coming together and exchanging gifts with friends and family who care
about us, responding to God’s gift of love in Christ is the ultimate purpose of
the Christmas story.
For apologists like Bernard the Christmas story or the Nativity of Jesus is
notable for its enduring messages of hope, peace, goodwill, and humility echoes
“Life is meaningless without God…. God moves in a mysterious way”.

Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year. (Noreen)



PARISH CHURCH NOTICEBOARD 39

Waddesdon, Westcott, Upper Winchendon
and Fleet Marston

Forthcoming services in December 2022

Sunday 4th December
St. Mary the Virgin,Westcott

9:30 - Family Communion
St. Michael and All Angels Waddesdon

11am - Family Communion

Sunday 11th December
St. Mary Magdalene Upper Winchendon - No Service
St. Michael and All Angels Waddesdon

11.00am – Morning Prayer with
Wedding of Sarah and Anthony 

Sunday 18th December
St. Michael and All Angels Waddesdon

11am - All together in worship does Christingle.
Joint parish service for Christingle

Saturday 24th December 
St. Michael and All Angels Waddesdon - Christmas Eve

3pm - Nativity Service
11:30pm Holy Communion “Midnight Mass”

Sunday 25th December 
St. Michael and All Angels Waddesdon

10am – Christmas Communion for all the family

Midweek morning prayer will continue on Zoom at 10am
on Wednesdays. Contact Revd Caroline for the link.
vicar@waddesdonparish.org
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