
COVERING THE PARISH OF WADDESDON
– INCLUDING FLEET MARSTON, WESTCOTT

& OVER WINCHENDON

Waddesdon
NEWS

JANUARY 2023

Happy New Year 2023

Starling murmurations at the RSPB site at Otmoor Reserve.
Twilight in the winter months is the best time to view this

amazing spectacle where thousands of starlings return to roost.
Car parking is limited so please avoid visiting on public

holidays, Fridays and weekends.
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2 NEWSLETTER INFORMATION

Thank you to all those who have volunteered to
act as standby deliverers for the newsletter

Over 1200 copies of the Newsletter are delivered to homes in
Waddesdon,Westcott, Upper Winchendon and the surrounding areas.

This is all done by volunteers.We now have a nucleus of people who will
act as standby if anyone is unable to deliver at any time.

To advertise in this newsletter contact
Caroline Winton on 07767 422342

or email her at arwinton90@gmail.com.

Prices for advertising
1/6th page, (62mm wide x 60mm deep). £60 for full year

1/3rd page, (128mm wide x 60mm deep). £100 for full year
Half page, (128mm wide x 90mm deep). £125 for full year
Full page, (128mm wide x 185mm deep). £250 for full year

A full year equals 11 issues, no publication in August
For a one-off insertion please contact newsletter for prices.

The deadline for copy is the 20th, for the next months issue.



We welcome advertisements, announcements from individuals and organisations,
articles and letters but we reserve the right to publish or not.
Please sign your copy.
The views expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily those of the editorial team.

All copy should be submitted electronically to
waddesdonnews@gmail.com.

Or any queries please phone 07973 298094.
This edition is available to view as a download from the parish council
website. www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Deadline for February 2023 issue: 20th January.
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Waddesdon Methodist Chapel   
Sunday Service 11.00 a.m.
Coffee Morning 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon every Monday from the 8th
January 2023
Light Lunches 11.30 – 1.30 on alternate Tuesdays from the 24th January
onwards.

Meeting room for hire. Seats 12. Recently re-decorated and carpeted with
heating. Ideal for small groups or private tuition. Reasonable rates. For
availability and booking please contact Barbara Warne on 01296 651417

Many thanks to all who supported our Christmas Fair and Carol Service.

Waddesdon & District Horticultural Society
The Society held it's Annual General Meeting on 21st November and the
following were elected or re-elected: Mr. B. Carr (President), Mr.Alan
Lambourne (Chairman), Mr.Andy Flitney (Vice-Chairman), Mrs. Gill Flitney
(Secretary), Mrs. C. Dean (Treasurer) and committee members Mrs. Jenny
Connor, Mrs. Kyla Darling, Mrs. Rachel Griffith, Mrs. Debbie Johnson, Mrs.
Hilary Lambourne, Mr. Nick Payne, Mrs. Jane Perks and Mr. Matthew
Stubbs.
The meeting agreed to hold the Annual Show again in 2023 and
arrangements for this will be made in due course. It was noted how
successful the 2022 Show had been with increased entries and a large
number of visitors. It is hoped that next year the Show will be equally
successful or even better.
Members were reminded that the monthly talks will commence again in
February with the first one being held on Monday 6th February.
The number of members is increasing and membership is still only £2 for
an annual subscription.Two benefits are that Dobies seeds can be
ordered with a 30% discount and Preston Bissett Nurseries will give
members a 10% discount on most items.
Dobies catalogues and further information on membership can be
obtained from the outgoing Secretary Mrs. H. Lambourne, 45 Baker
Street (01296 651635) or email: alan.lambourne@btinternet.com
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The Royal British Legion - Poppy Appeal 2022
Waddesdon & District
I am pleased to report the amount raised for the 2022 Poppy Appeal was
£3788.81
This included contributions for wreaths, crosses and also proceeds from
the coffee morning held in the Methodist hall on Remembrance Day.
A big thank you to the local businesses who support the Appeal by having
Poppy trays and collection boxes on their counters.
Also the local schools and pre-schools for their contributions.
A special thank you to the volunteers, whose work doing the "door to
door" collections each year is invaluable.
Without this fund raising each year the Royal British Legion would be
unable to provide the vital support they give to both serving and ex-
service people.

Sue Crossley
Poppy co-ordinator

CHRISTMAS MEAL
As one of a hundred or so village "over 65's" who attended the
Christmas meal at the Village Hall on 6th December, I would like to say
what a really excellent event it was.The Hall itself was beautifully
decorated, as were the tables at which we were seated - a welcoming
picture as we went in.The atmosphere was great, we were served with a
good, tasty traditional meal and entertained with a selection of Christmas
songs and music by students and pupils from the two Waddesdon
schools.
I feel I am writing this on behalf of everyone who enjoyed that day, so, to
the sponsors, organisers, workers, voluntary helpers and everyone
involved, a huge thank you and to say how something like this is very
much appreciated by the more elderly section of the Waddesdon
community.

Alan Lambourne
(an "over 65" resident)
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January 2023Parish Council News

Welcome to 2023! We hope you all had a relaxing Christmas and are ready for
the New Year and the excitement that brings.A time for new beginnings but also
an uncertain time with undoubtedly challenges ahead. Please remember that as
the winter takes hold we are here to support you and if anyone in the village
needs help, please reach out.Take care of our village and of each other.
Events:
A big thank you to everyone who helped in any way with our Christmas events.
We are now planning this year’s events and will be holding a community meeting
on 22nd March at 2pm – please come along if you are interested in helping.We
are always in need of volunteers to help at events, however much you can give,
everything is much appreciated.
Warm Space:
We are offering the community centre as a welcoming warm space each
Wednesday from 9am-3pm during the winter months. Rather than putting your
heating on, come to us. Bring a book, your work, the children and anything else
that you usually do during the day. Refreshments are available for you to help
yourself to.We have children's toys, 500-piece jigsaws, crafts etc and offer our
space free of charge.All we ask is the centre is left as you find it and consider
making a donation for refreshments.
Gritting:
During icy weather, the Grounds Team will be gritting footpaths. Salt is provided
by Bucks Council and this can be delayed from time to time.A huge thank you
to the Grounds Team for all of their work around the village.
Food Bank:
The Centre is a collection point for the Food Bank and donations are collected
by the Bernwode bus every first Saturday of the month. Please leave your
donation in the grey cabinet at the front of the Centre. If you are unable to
drop off, please let us know and we will arrange to collect.As the winter sets in,
if you are struggling please reach out to the Parish Clerk as we want to help
support those in the community that need it.All requests will be dealt with
confidentially.
What’s On at the Community Centre this month:
Wednesdays 9am – 3pm Warm Hub.
Thursdays 9.30am – 12 noon (term-time only) Stay & Play for under 5s.



WADDESDON PARISH COUNCIL 7

No charge but donations are welcome towards refreshment costs.
We are always grateful for any donations, however big or small, for the sales,
tombolas and raffles we run. Please drop off at the community centre.
The Community Centre is available to hire. Please book via our website:
https://hallbookingonline.com/waddesdoncentre/     
Meetings:
Parish Council meetings are held in the Community Centre and start at 8pm.
Future meetings: 18th January, 15th February, 15th March.Agendas and draft
minutes can be found on our website.
Volunteering:
If you are unable to commit to a full Parish Council role, please consider joining
our list of dedicated community volunteers.We can’t put on events and support
the community without them.You can commit as much or as little time as you
have; if you feel you can help, please email the Clerk.
How to report concerns:
Please report village issues/questions etc to the clerk who will, where
appropriate, bring them to the attention of the council. PLEASE report any
antisocial behaviour via 101 - the more people that report it the more likely we
are to see action.
To report, view or discuss local problems such as potholes, fly-tipping, loose
paving, vandalism etc visit: www.fixmystreet.com
If you have queries relating to HS2 you can contact their Helpdesk:
Tel: 08081 434 434 or Email: HS2enquiries@hs2.org.uk you can also raise
concerns at PC meetings and we can take these to HS2 at our monthly meeting
with them.
How to complain:
We take complaints very seriously and we want to try to please as many
residents as we can.We also want to be able to take constructive feedback on
board. Recently we have received complaints that have been anonymous, rude
and sometimes unreasonable. Should you wish the Parish Council to address
your complaint it must be made in writing either by letter or email or in person
at the Community Centre, it must NOT be anonymous (as we can’t respond
fairly) and we will not engage in social media debates.
For more information:
Melanie Rose, Clerk to the Council - (T) 01296 651800
(E) clerk@waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
(W) www.waddesdonparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/WaddesdonParishCouncilClerk/ 
Community Centre Bookings: https://hallbookingonline.com/waddesdoncentre/
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Waddesdon grounds opening information,
Jan & Feb
Open Fri-Sun, 12-7pm, 6-22 January for Winter Light 
Open Wed-Sun, 10am-4pm, 11 – 19 February for half term

Winter Light
Start the New Year with sparkle as we extend our Winter Light trail
through January for you to enjoy. See the gardens awash with colour and
dazzling light displays, including sequenced projections on the Manor’s
façade and the woodland lantern trail. Make your visit extra special by
booking a comforting roast lunch in the Manor Restaurant before
enjoying the spectacular light displays in the grounds.

Winter walks
Wrap up warm, get some fresh air and enjoy the stark beauty of
wintertime as you wander the grounds on the days we are open this
January and February. Keep an eye out for snowdrops that may be found
on the approach to the Rose garden and down Baron’s Walk.

Eythrope Parkland Tour
On 15, 16 & 17 February, we are offering parkland tours at Eythrope. Laid
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House photo by Stuart Bebb

out as informal pleasure grounds in the mid-18th century, today the lake,
ornamental rockwork and winter flowering shrubs create a truly inspiring
winter walk.Visits to this private parkland and woodland garden are
accompanied by Waddesdon’s garden guides and last approximately 90
minutes.Tickets also include access to Waddesdon’s grounds.Visit our
website What’s On page for full details.

February half term
This February half term the grounds will be open for family days out. Get
creative with a giant colouring board in the Coach House, play in the
woodland playground and enjoy a hot lunch at the Stables Café.

The Five Arrows
Plan an evening out at the Five Arrows this January. On Thursday 12
January from 8-10pm, get creative and experience a great night out with
Brush Party, the UK’s ‘Paint and Sip’ experts. £33 per person.Also,
Waddesdon Jazz Club is back on Wednesday 25 Jan from 8–10pm. Listen,
relax, and enjoy the hottest covers.Visit the Five Arrows website for
more details.

WSA Waddesdon Winner
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The Railway Café in Quainton!
The Railway Cafe is certainly a café with a difference! Open Monday to
Friday 9.30am-1.30pm (with no entry fee),The Railway café is situated
inside the Visitor Centre at Buckinghamshire Railway Centre in the pretty
village of Quainton.Visitors to the café are welcome to wander around
the stunning glass-roofed Visitor Centre admiring the railway exhibits on
display, as well as the close vicinity outside too.
Serving good-value, freshly-made yummies, including brownies and our
popular lemon cake, as well as a large range of breakfast offerings, plus
sandwiches and rolls made-to-order, burger and chips, ice creams and hot
and cold drinks.
The Railway Cafe is the perfect stop for walkers, cyclists, parents/carers
with toddlers (who can enjoy our popular train tables!) and anyone just
wanting a cuppa and a piece of cake! You can sit inside at one of our
many café tables or enjoy the sunshine at one of our picnic tables
outside.There is plenty of room inside for buggies, bikes, dogs and
children – so come along and bring your friends! Any queries, please call
us on 01296 655720.
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LOCAL ADVERTISING 13

To advertise in this newsletter contact
Caroline Winton on 07767 422342

or email her at arwinton90@gmail.com.

Prices for advertising
1/6th page, (62mm wide x 60mm deep). £60 for full year

1/3rd page, (128mm wide x 60mm deep). £100 for full year
Half page, (128mm wide x 90mm deep). £125 for full year
Full page, (128mm wide x 185mm deep). £250 for full year

A full year equals 11 issues, no publication in August
For a one-off insertion please contact newsletter for prices.

The deadline for copy is the 20th, for the next months issue.
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WADDESDON MOT STATION LIMITED
(APPROVED VEHICLE TESTING STATION)

E JOHNSON MOTOR ENGINEERS
LIMITED

PETROL, DIESEL AND 3 WHEELED VEHICLES TESTED

SERVICE AND REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

QUALITY SERVICE THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN

FREDERICK STREET WADDESDON HP18 0LX

TEL: 01296 651603

Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

Northh Buckss   
Treee Surgeryy 

All aspects of Tree
Surgery: Crown Reduction,
Root Removal,

Hedgelaying, Cutting, Fencing, Tree and
Hedge Planting, Woodchip

Shawn Connor N.C.A, C&G, N.P.T.C.

012966 6510100 
Fully Qualified & Insured

The Old Bakery, High Street, Waddesdon

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S. D. FOWLER 

Please ring Steve on   
01296 487057 or   07885 590986 

01869 346800
Souldern Gate Garage, Souldern,
Bicester, Oxfordshire OX27 7HT

www.coal4you.co.uk
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QUAINTON CARPETS
The Natural Choice

All types of carpets supplied and professionally laid. Home selection & advice on qualities to
suit all budgets. We can install your own carpet for you. Contacts: Ray and Mark Burnham

14 Upper St, Quainton
Tel: 655208

Mark: 07747 013521
Ray: 07778 153792

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
The Big Top Nursery in Waddesdon recently celebrated its first birthday.

The nursery is set back from the High Street and backs onto open fields. We provide
full time care to children from the age of 3 months to 4 years. Open 51 weeks per

year, with sessions available for full days, mornings or afternoons. 2, 3 and 4 yer old
free funded place available

For further information call 01296 658898 www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

N.G.W. PROPERTY SERVICES
Design and build bathrooms/showers/wet rooms
Plastering
Tiling
Flooring
Decorating
All home maintenance projects

Quality workmanship Fully insured References on request
Neill Warburton 07920 826061 / 01296 651315 neillwarbs@aol.com

14 Upper St, Quainton

Tel: 01296 655408

Mark: 07747 013521

THE BIG TOP NURSERY AND PRE-SCHOOL
74C  High Street, Waddesdon

Offering childcare for children aged 3 months to 5 years
Open 51 weeks per year, sessions available between 8.00 a.m – 6.00 p.m

Free FFE funded places available for 3 and 4 year olds in our pre-school room
Call now to arrange a visit to view our beautiful new nursery, with a fantastic outside space where children can learn and explore

Tel: 01296 658898  or visit our website www.bigtopnursery.co.uk

WADDESDON DENTAL

Tel: 01296 655577
5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury, HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk
www.waddesdondental.co.uk

� High quality general dental care
� Specialist care available
� Convenient location with on site

parking

� Sedation for anxious patients
� 0% finance options
� Late evening and Saturday

• High Quality Dental Care

• Invisalign Treatment

• Specialist Dental Care

• Hygienist Services

• Sedation for anxious patients

• White Fillings

• Tooth Whitening

• Implants

• 0% Interest finance options

• Become a practice plan member

from only £9.95 per month

Tel: 01296 655577

5 High Street, Waddesdon, Aylesbury HP18 0JB

Email: smile@waddesdondental.co.uk  Www.waddesdondental.co.uk

New Patients Welcome!
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Affinity
- Hair Design -

62 High Street  Waddesdon 01296 658875 

6 days a week, early Morning and Evening Appts available

The Bernwode Bus – Drivers Wanted !!!
In order for the service to expand we need some more volunteer drivers who can

help us to keep the bus running to more areas and more days of the week.

We need drivers who can drive as little or as much as you like... 

Why not come and have a no obligation test drive to see if you like it and can help

support this great cause.

Please call Ashley on 07977 401548
for more details
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W. Humphries
Village Country & Equestrian Property

74 High Street Waddesdon Bucks

HP18 0JD.Tel: 01296 658270 
Or e-mail: bill@whumphries.co.uk

SALES & LETTINGS

Visit www.whumphries.co.uk or speak to
Bill on the above number for any 

property advice

The Old Dairy B&B
4 Highh Street,
Waddesdon,
Aylesbury, Buckss
HP18 0JAA

Tel: 07798 640248

Email: 
info@theolddairywaddesdon.co.uk
Contact: Helen Conyard

TIM KNIBB

Painter and
Decorator

Specialist Finishes

07857 868226
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Jackie

Mobile Hairdresser

Cutting, Styling and
Perming.

Call 01296 658483
or 07773 876264

OAP DISCOUNTS

G. M. BECKETT
Bricklayer

35 years experience

For all your brickwork needs

No job too small!

01296 651497
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Alltime Driving Institute
  

Your Local Driving School 

North Bucks   
Tree Surgery 

01296 651010 

CAR & VAN HIRE 

S.. D.. FOWLERR 
Electrical Contractor

Fully Qualified and Experienced
All types of electrical work undertaken

Pleasee ringg Stevee onn   
012966 4870577 orr   078855 590986 

� Free Estimates
� Freeview, Freesat & SKY
� Analogue & Digital TV Aerials
� FM Stereo Aerials
� DAB Aerials
� Problem Solving, Extra TV Points, TV Tun-

ing & Digibox Installations
Contact

��� �������			 
��� ������
Tel: 01296 330621

 

KLS
Accountancy Services

Based in Westcott

For all of your accountancy needs
contact Kim Saunders MAAT

01296 651615

07738 946427

kim@klsaccountancyservices.co.uk

–  feed & weed  –  moss control  –  scarification  –
aeration  –  lawn refurb  –  pest & disease control

contact Tony on 01296 534500
email: info@lawntonics.co.uk        www.lawntonics.co.uk

Carlie McRae 
Mobile Beauty Therapist

Specialising in Nails, Waxing,

Facials and Holistic Treatments 

Call 07807923415 
For more information
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Quality Carpentry

Internal and External
From Kitchens and Doors

To Roofs and Floors
Give us a try!

Free Estimates
(01296) 730276

You can try bowls at any time by contacting

our Secretary Peter Smith on 01844 238125.

You will always be made welcome by our
members who contrary to popular belief

consist of many under 30s.
We do have official coaches but why not come

along and have a go first.

It's free and a lovely way to spend a summer

evening followed by a drink at the bar.

Website: www.waddesdonbowlsclub.co.uk

Contact Mark Taylor
07564 456641 – 01296 658007
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The Claydon Building Company

Local Tradesman with over 16 Years’ Experience – Fully Qualified and

Insured – No Job Too Small

All aspects of building work undertaken including:

Extensions – Loft Conversions – Garage Conversions – Landscaping – Patios –

Kitchens – Bathrooms – Roofing – Driveways – General Maintenance

Check Out Our Facebook and Instagram Pages
References can be Provided
Contact Baz for a free quote on 07792 879375 
Email at theclaydonbuildingcompany@gmail.com

COACH NICOLA

Women's Health and Fitness specialist

Making a positive difference to your health, confidence and fitness
so you can be active, have fun and enjoy life.

My programmes will 

* get you fitter & stronger * reconnect you to your pelvic floor & core *

* guide you through a positive menopause * help you to run with ease *

* heal your diastasis * help with recovery from POP & hysterectomy *

Visit www.coachnicola.com for more information.

email hello@coachnicola.com



22

LAWN MOWER REPAIRS   

Bakerr Streett   
Engravingss 

Individually designed engravings for
cups, tankards, shields, I.D. tags

and small industrial plates.
Trophies supplied.

GLASS ENGRAVING A SPECIALITY

Proprietor: Mike Evans
The Bungalow, Baker Street

Waddesdon, Bucks
Tel: 01296 658129

ACE REPAIRS
· All Gutter/Roof problems solved
· Gutter/Roof Cleaning
· Conservatory Cleaning
· UPVC Fascias/Guttering
· Soakaways Maintained/

New Soakaways
· Storm Repairs

Free Quotations / Fair Prices

CALL MARTIN 01296 483221
07768 333810

WRIGHT STORAGE

SERVICES

Storage now available
in Waddesdon.

For further information

Contact

Tel: 01296 658003

Mob 07977 472125
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_itsastitchup

It’s a Stitch Up Bespoke 
Soft Furnishings

A personal and bespoke service 
especially for you. Made to measure 

curtains, blinds and more.

To discuss your ideas, please get in touch.

Tel. 07775 904871
Email. livi.hunter@googlemail.com

Providing beautiful handmade soft 
furnishings for your home.

www.itsastitchupsoftfurnishings.com
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I N D U S T R I A L  I  C O M M E R C I A L  I  D O M E S T I C

Decorating Contractors
A Complete Painting & Decorating Service

Approved, fully trained & qualified.  Office: Hobbs Barn, Klee Close, Quainton HP22 4AF

T  01296 655774  M 07850 499795  
E michael@msimmonds.co.uk www.msimmonds.co.uk

“Excellent value for money” 
“Fantastic  work”  “Totally reliable & 
trustworthy’’ “Meticulous attention 
to detail” “First rate personal 
service” “ Always professional” 
“Conscientious, diligent & 
courteous” 

Audited, Vetted 
& Approved by the 

Buckinghamshire County Council 
Trading Standards

thehairystick @thehairystick msimmonds_decorating M Simmonds Decorating Ltd

M. SIMMONDS

Family Business Established Since 1979 we pride 
ourselves as one of the best in the business
•  Expertise in painting, decorating and wallpapering
•  Specialist in all Interior and Exterior work
•  Full carpentry and repair service
•  We can take care of all your modernisation and 

refurbishment plans, undertaking and overseeing all 
plastering and small electrical work

CALL NOW for a FREE ESTIMATE, and put us to the test

CAN YOU PLAY BADMINTON?
Waddesdon Badminton Club is seeking players

of a reasonable standard . . .
Please come and join us on a Tuesday evening;

we meet from 7:30pm – 8:30pm at Waddesdon Church
of England Secondary School.

£3.50 a session, but your first evening is FREE! 
Please ring Adrian for more information on

(01296) 651405
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Quality Bespoke Joinery in your local area who offer a full and friendly fitting
service and specialise in listed buildings for all your wood based needs

Unit 5a, Upper Barn Farm, Westcott, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 0JX
T: 01296 651951

sales@oakvalejoinery.com • Facebook @Oakvalejoinery
www.oakvalejoinery.com
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MANY THANKS to all those involved in the
organisation and distribution of the

Waddesdon Newsletter.
Without whose help this year a monthly

newsletter delivered to every home in the
parishes of Waddesdon, Fleet Marston,

Westcott, and Over Winchendon wouldn’t
have been possible.

Catherine Couzens
Caroline Winton
Norman Carr
Alan Marriott
Audrey Pegg
Christine Davies
Debbie Fairbrother
Val Homewood
Arley Cole
Simon Blore
Adrian Ivermee
Gill Flitney
Pat Wright
Ann Murdoch
Rachel Griffith
Heather Stuchbury

Sue Goodway
Brenda Farwell
Sally Coyne
Phyllis Carter
Cliff James 
Fiona Paine
June Masters
Hazel Jones
Ron Fox
Pauline Dickson
Leslie Cracknell
Homeware
The Lion
The Common Room
Waddesdon Estate Office
The Rothschild Foundation
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Waste Collection dates

Tuesday 10 Jan

Wed 04 Jan

Tues 10 Jan
Mon 16 Jan

Monday 23 Jan

Monday 30 Jan
Monday 06 Feb

Mon 23 Jan

Mon 30 Jan

Mon 06 Feb

Monday 16 Jan

Wednesday 04 Jan

For Garden waste please check
www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk website for details.

Useful telephone numbers
� Doctors Surgery – 1 Goss Ave, HP18 0LY 01296 658585

� Village Shop – 41 High St, HP18 0JB 01296 651279

� Post Office – 41 High St, HP18 0JB 01296 651279

� Police Station – 63 High St, HP18 0JB

� Fire Station – 65 High St, HP18 0JB

� Dentist – 5 High St, HP18 0JP 01296 655577

� Hospital – Mandeville Rd,Aylesbury HP21 8AL 01296 315000

� Tyre Repairs – 7 High St, HP18 0JB 01296 651348

� Hart Vets – 1 Frederick Street, HP18 0LU 01296 651000

� Waddesdon C of E School – School Lane, HP18 0LQ 01296 651382

� Waddesdon Village Primary School – School Lane, HP18 0LQ 01296 651237

� Little Oaks Pre-School – School Lane, HP18 0LQ 01296 655162

� Big Top Nursery and Pre-School – 72c High Street, HP18 0JD 01296 658898

� Methodist Hall – 78-80 High Street, HP18 0JD 01296 651417

� Waddesdon Hall – Baker Street, HP18 0LQ 0844 5852195
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Our December meeting which was our annual Christmas party was a fun
and friendly evening with joyful carol singing to musical accompaniment
from Kathryn & Melanie. Everyone tried out handbell ringing and enjoyed
mulled wine and delicious home made mince pies.

Our next meeting on January 9th begins the new year with a well-being
workshop with Kim Venters all are welcome.

Reminder to members to bring your resolution form for Annual Meeting
2023.We will have some spares if you have not kept your November WI
Life.

Meetings are free to members and we ask for a donation of £5 per guest
– please contact Secretary Debbie for further information on 07977
902303
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What am I?

Do you know where I
live?

If so let waddesdonnews@
gmail.com know.

Answer in the February
2023 edition.

Landmarks of Waddesdon

Last month we asked if you had seen this in or around Waddesdon on
your daily travels.
Margaret Batten of New Street
supplied the answer.
These markings are on the South
wall of St. Michael and All Angels
Church are called SERVICE
CLOCKS and would have been
used (with a metal peg in the
centre) as a sun dial to indicate
the times of daily masses in the
church.They are sometimes called
'scratch dials' and incidentally, they
can also be found on the wall of St
Mary Magdalene's Church in
Upper Winchendon.
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The Waddesdon Hill Meeting House and the
Waddesdon Baptists
Historically,Waddesdon’s official association with the Baptist Church
commenced in 1791, when a Mr W. Hitchcock of Warmstone applied to
have his home ‘licensed for preaching’.The first meeting of Baptists in the
vicinity was held there in the February of that year. In those days the
hamlet of Warmstone consisted of several dwellings, and a farm and
small-holdings. Mr Hitchcock’s house seems to have been intended as a
temporary solution for those attracted to the Baptist cause, as the
Waddesdon Hill Chapel was being built at the same time.
The siting of the Waddesdon Hill Baptist Chapel must have puzzled
passers-by for many years, situated as it is alongside the Winchendon
Road, with no sign of a local community to make use of it. People might
be more puzzled if they were told that there never has been a local
community in the normal sense, and that for nearly two hundred years
church members travelled considerable distances to attend.
The Waddesdon Hill Meeting House as it was first known, was built by
Mr Francis Cox (his name is etched above the doorway), and opened on
August 8th, 1792. Members came from Aylesbury, Bierton, Long Crendon,
Dinton and the Waddesdon area.The first baptisms took place there on
July 19th 1797, and by 1809 the number of church members was listed at
136.
This was a troubling period for Great Britain as the social upheaval in
revolutionary France was nervously observed.Then the privations caused
by the Napoleonic wars were endured.As a result the rural poor were
suffering, partly also due to the enclosures of common land (Waddesdon
in 1774), and for many the future must have looked hopeless.Traditional
values were questioned and the rise in popularity of non-conformist
religious denominations was gathering pace.
In 1811, Mr H. Cox of Cranwell ‘fitted up a room at Waddesdon for
preaching’ with meetings allowed on Wednesday evenings. Soon
afterwards the Waddesdon Baptists were allowed to hold “Lord’s Day
evening services on two Sundays in each month at Warmstone, and the
remaining Sundays at Waddesdon”.
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The Waddesdon Meeting Room was situated in the area which is now
wooded to the south of the War Memorial. Some readers may have heard
of Chapel Lane.This started at the vicinity of Bradford’s Alley and ran
roughly parallel to the main road. It led to the Baptist Meeting Room and
The Mason’s Arms Public House.
On May 16th, 1826, Mr H. Cox died, leaving the Waddesdon Meeting
Room and two adjoining houses ‘for the benefit of the cause at
Waddesdon Hill’.The Waddesdon Chapel as it became known, was
extensively renovated in 1867 at a cost of over £100 and re-opened on
the first Sabbath in August.
Three years later the present brick wall around the Waddesdon Hill
burial ground was built, and in 1887, the Waddesdon Hill Chapel was
renovated at a cost of £161 – 8s – 0d.
Also in 1887, Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild bought the Chapel Lane
property and a replacement chapel was built in Frederick Street. This
new chapel was opened on June 7th, 1888.
The following 75 – 80 years saw a dwindling of local Baptist Church
members, and as a result of this the Frederick Street Chapel was sold and
converted into a private dwelling.
The Waddesdon Hill Chapel was used very infrequently in the early
1980’s, and was in danger of becoming derelict. In 1986 it was acquired by
“The Friends of Friendless Churches” thanks to the generosity of
descendants of the original donor, and Buckinghamshire Historic Buildings
Ltd. Public access is possible by appointment. Instructions are displayed on
the information board at the site.
Much of the information for this article was gleaned from “a brief history
of the Baptist Church in the Parish of Waddesdon” written by George
Rose approximately 1900, and loaned to me by a friend who lived in
Upper Winchendon.
We record our gratitude to Alison Welsh who kindly typed this article
from the original hand written copy.

Norman Carr, January 2023
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Everyone hates January
When thinking about what I could write about in this newsletter, I said to my
husband,“What’s to say about January?” And his reply was “Everyone hates January!”
When I got thinking about it, I  didn’t feel very inspired by the prospect of it either!
It’s true that everything can look a little grey and miserable – not only the weather
but also that post-Christmas slump when the twinkly Christmas lights have been
packed away for another year and everything looks rather bare and sad. No-one has
any money left, everyone is on a diet after one too many mince pies over the festive
season- and for those who are struggling with illness, pain, debt, stress, loss or
loneliness, things can seem rather bleak.
However, there is light at the end of the tunnel.As you read this, no doubt you will
be spotting the early signs of new shoots in the garden, peaking out of the soil. Early
snowdrops always uplift the spirits.We are past the longest night, and the days will
be steadily getting longer. By my very rough calculations we will be enjoying about
an hour per day more sunlight by the beginning of February than we are right now.
It is a comfort to me, and perhaps to you, to know that the seasons roll on and that
this season of physical darkness is waning.
But the things that have comforted me most in recent weeks have been the
demonstration of simple acts of kindness of other people, in which I see the light
and love of God breaking through, sometimes in very unexpected places.A kind
word, an encouraging and uplifting text from a friend at just the right moment,
thoughtful acts of service to others within our village by neighbours or strangers
when the weather was poor, when we had a power cut and when some people
were struggling for food and warmth.
Jesus talks a lot about little things making a big difference. He talks about the
widow’s mite- a tiny financial contribution given with a big heart. He talks about a
tiny bit of yeast raising a whole basin full of flour. He talks about a mustard seed of
faith growing into a great tree. He talks about someone who offers a little one a cup
of water being rewarded in heaven.
Even if it is the darkest and most miserable of winter days, we can all bring light,
encouragement and comfort to others. It just takes us to look up from what is
preoccupying us. Next time you pop to a shop to buy some bits, make a point of
smiling and giving a word of encouragement to the person who serves you at the
till. If you know someone who lives on their own, perhaps you could call them and
hear their news. If you live with someone else, perhaps you could show your
appreciation for all that they do for you every day. If you have a neighbour who is
struggling with their children or an elderly parent, could you offer to put their bins
out for them or help de-ice their car? Small things really matter.
I am continually blown away by the extent of the community spirit here in the
parish of Waddesdon – the sharing and caring which goes on through the work of
wonderful volunteers, working with the elderly, the young, the bereaved and the
hungry.
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Waddesdon, Westcott, Upper Winchendon
and Fleet Marston

Forthcoming services in January 2023
Sunday 1st January
The Parish of Waddesdon - No Services
Schorne Team service at Holy cross and St. Mary, Quainton – 11:00 am
Sunday 8th January- Epiphany
St. Mary the Virgin,Westcott 9:30 am -   Family Communion
St. Michael and All Angels Waddesdon 11:00 am -  Family Communion
Sunday 15th January
St. Mary Magdalene Upper Winchendon 9:30 am -  Holy Communion
St. Michael and All Angels Waddesdon 11:00 am - Morning Prayer with

Baptism
Sunday 22nd January 
St. Mary the Virgin,Westcott 9:30 am  -  All Together in Worship,

informal Service for all generations
St. Michael and All Angels Waddesdon 11:00 am -  All Together in Worship,

café-style service with families in mind
Sunday 29th January
St. Michael and All Angels Waddesdon 11:00 am – Joint parish Holy

Communion for Candlemas
Midweek morning prayer will continue on Zoom at 10am on Wednesdays.
Contact Revd Caroline for the link. vicar@waddesdonparish.org

When you share a flame of light with someone else, your own flame is not
diminished by it – but everyone benefits as we bathe in the increased warmth and
light.
Thinking of this and how God’s love shines through our community suddenly makes
me feel so much better than I did when starting to write this article. Suddenly my
heart is lifted and I feel I don’t hate January after all! With every blessing for a light-
filled and warm 2023!

Caroline
The Revd Caroline Wainman

Vicar of Waddesdon, Upper Winchendon, Westcott and Fleet Marston



With many thanks to the Rothschild Foundation for funding the annual over-65s Christmas lunch and 
party at Waddesdon Hall, the event was a great success, enjoyed by all attendees and community 
volunteers alike.

Preparations for the lunch began in the early 
morning, when volunteers and staff arrived at the 
hall armed with food, decorations, and plenty of 
enthusiasm. Whilst the chefs immediately set to 
work in the kitchen, others threw themselves into 
transforming the hall into a magical Christmas 
wonderland, ready for the arrival of over one 
hundred of our older residents. By 11am, guests 
and some furry friends, started to arrive, meaning 
the celebrations could begin.

The look of sheer happiness on our guests’ faces as they entered the hall was very special and the team 
gave everyone a great welcome. Guests were sat at beautifully decorated tables and the team of 
Waddesdon School students and other volunteers began serving drinks. A delicious two-course 
Christmas lunch soon followed, enjoyed amidst the pulling of crackers, laughter, and lively conversation. 

DJ Dan Blaze entertained the guests with 
a wonderful selection of Christmas music and the 
school band of year 12 and 13 students from 
Waddesdon School also played.  The choir of 
Waddesdon Primary School, accompanied on the 
piano by their music teacher, sang beautifully too. 
Thank you to everyone who performed, it made 
the event even more special.

Waddesdon Hall is very proud to have organised and hosted such a heart-warming community event. 
Special thanks must be made to the senior school students who volunteered and assisted in the 
preparation and running of the event, as well as the clear up afterwards. With the students help, 
(and entertaiment!), along with the other volunteers, the event was a great success, enjoyed by both 
young and old and bringing all of the community together.

As John, 86, one of the guests said: Thank you to all. I feel like part of the community again.

Final thanks go to the residents of Waddesdon for their kind donations to Bernie 
the Bus Santa float for the event, bringing warmth and Christmas cheer to our 
community.

With warmest wishes for the New Year from all at 
Waddesdon Hall

Christmas Lunch and Party for Waddesdon over 65’s
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